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The  Editor  will  be  glad  to  consider  any  MSS. , 
photographs^  or  sketches  submitted  to  him^  but  they 
shoidd  be  accompanied  by  stamped  addressed 
envelopes  for  return  if  unsuitable.  In  case  of  loss 
or  injury  he  cannot  hold  himself  respojtsible  for 
MSS.,  photographs,  or  sketches,  and  publication 
in  the  ILLUSTRATED  Poultry  Record  can 
alone  be  taken  as  evidence  of  acceptance.  The 
name  and  address  of  the  owner  should  be  placed 
on  the  back  of  all  pictures  and  MSS.  All  rights 
of  reproduction  ajid  translation  are  reserved. 

The  Editor  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  readers  on 
any  Potdtry  Topics,  and  all  Queries  addressed  to 
the  paper  will  be  anszvered  by  experts  in  the  several 
departments .  The  desire  is  to  help  those  who  are 
in  difficidty  regarding  the  management  of  their 
poultry,  and  accordingly  no  charge  for  aitswering 
such  queries  is  made. 

The  Annual  Subscription  to  the  ILLUSTRATED 
Poultry  Record  at  home  and  abroad  is^s., 
including  postage,  except  to  Canada,  in  which  case 
it  is  Is.  Cheques  and  P.  0.0. ' s  shoidd  be  made 
payable  to  Brown,  Dob  son,  and  Co. ,  Limited. 

The  Illustrated  Poultry  Record  is 
published  on  the  first  of  every  month.  Should 
readers  experieitce  any  difficulty  in  securing  their 
copies  promptly  they  are  requested  to  communicate 
immediately  with  the  Editor.  The  latest  date  for 
receiving  advertisements  is  the  20th  of  the  month 
preceding  date  of  issue. 

The  utmost  care  is  exercised  to  exclude  all 
advertisements  of  a  doubtful  character.  If  any 
reader  has  substantial  grounds  for  complaint 
against  an  advertiser  he  is  requested  to  communicate 
at  once  with  the  Editor. 


The  Record**— 

This  number  of  the  ILLUSTRATED  POULTRY 
Record  completes  the  first  twelve  months  of  its 
career,  and  the  occasion  seems  suitable  for  a 
word  of  thanks  to  the  friends  who  have  en- 
couraged and  supported  us  in  the  past,  and  who, 
we  trust,  will  continue  to  do  so  in  the  future.  It 
is  due  to  those  friends  that  we  should  "report 
progress"  ;  and  we  have  all  the  more  pleasure 
in  doing  so,  in  that  the  progress  has  exceeded 
even  the  sanguine  hopes  we  expressed  when  the 
Record  was  launched  last  October.  The 
character  of  our  relations  with  the  public  at 
large  may  be  briefly  suggested  when  we  say 
that  our  circulation,  which  started  at  no  mean 
figure,  has  steadily  increased  month  by  month  ; 
while  the  relations  with  our  advertisers  may  be 
gathered  very  easily  from  a  glance  at  the  last 
half-dozen  issues  of  this  journal,  which  inspec- 
tion, moreover,  will  show  that  our  advertisers, 
when  once  in,  find  the  results  so  satisfactory 
that,  like  the  secrets  of  the  prison-house,  they 
rarely,  or  never,  come  out.  We  should  like  to 
add  more  on  this  topic,  but  in  deference  to  the 
remorseful  feelings  of  those  who  have  not  yet 
advertised  with  us,  we  forbear. 

And  Its  Readers* 

The  character  and  wide  scope  of  this  journal 
have  appealed  to  readers  all  over  the  world,  and 
while  the  response  from  the  British  public  has, 
naturally,  given  us  the  most  gratification,  we 
should  like  to  say  that  our  efforts  to  promote  the 
interchange  of  information  and  ideas  between 
our  poultry-breeders  and  those  of  other  countries 
have  been  excellently  supported  by  the  latter. 
In  fact,  the  ILLUSTRATED  POULTRY  RECORD, 
in  the  space  of  twelve  months,  has  achieved,  as 
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we  hoped  it  would,  an  international  as  well  as  a 
national  circulation,  and  we  have  every  reason  to 
expect  that  in  time — it  takes  time  abroad — we 
shall  be  read  and  quoted  a  hundred  times  more 
often  than  we  are  now.  Meanwhile,  readers  of 
all  nations  and  denominations  who  wish  to  pre- 
serve their  RECORD — and  we  venture  to  think 
there  are  many  such — are  referred  to  the  ad- 
vertisement of  our  binding  cases  elsewhere, 
which  are  designed  to  provide  them  with  a 
handy  means  of  doing  so.  We  would  also  add 
that  a  very  complete  index  to  our  first  volume 
will  be  ready  shortly,  and  may  be  obtained  gratis 
by  anybody  who  sends  a  penny  stamp  to  cover 
postage. 

What  Pays  Best  in  Ireland  ? 

In  the  first  number  of  the  ILLUSTRATED 
Poultry  Record  attention  was  called  to"  What 
the  Poultry  Industry  is  Doing  for  Ireland,"  in 
which  the  enormous  growth  of  exports  of  eggs 
and  poultry  was  shown,  as  well  as  the  fact  that 
poultry  produce  now  ranks  second  in  value.  A 
further  point  emphasised  was  the  totally  inade- 
quate expenditure  of  public  money  upon  en- 
couragement of  poultry-keeping  as  compared 
with  other  branches  of  agriculture.  For  each 
£100  value  of  horses  exported  from  Ireland 
19s,  Id.  had  been  expended  in  various  ways  by 
the  central  and  county  authorities  ;  for  each 
£100  of  dairy  products  ISs.  l^d.  had  been  spent ; 
for  each  £100  of  cattle,  lis.  8d.  ;  but  upon 
poultry,  for  each  £100  of  exports,  only  7s.  7/id. 
We  said  :  "Such  facts  should  encourage  Irish 
poultry-keepers  to  demand  a  more  adequate 
recognition  of  their  industry.  They  desire  to 
see  every  branch  of  agriculture  encouraged  to 
the  fullest  extent,  but  pro  rata  to  its  value  to 
the  national  prosperity."  We  are  glad,  therefore, 
to  see  that  these  remarks  have  borne  fruit.  In 
the  Journal  of  the  Irish  Department  of  Agriculture 
for  July  is  reported  a  paper  read  by  Prof.  J.  R. 
Campbell,  Assistant  Secretary,  on  "  Store  Cattle, 
or  Butter,  Bacon,  and  Eggs  ?  "  in  which,  after 
discussing  the  trend  of  things  and  the  effect  of 
foreign  competition,  he  points  out  (1)  that  whilst 
in  1908  the  value  of  beef  imported  into  the 
United  Kingdom  was  about  £18,000,000,  the 
value  of  butter,  bacon,  and  eggs  was  £50,000,000, 
and  (2)  while  from  1888  to  1908  the  price  of  beef 
has  fallen  20  per  cent,  the  prices  of  the  other 
products  named  have  risen.  Prof.  Campbell 
concludes  thus  : 

Our  trade  in  exports  is  increasing,  but  there  is 
some  indication  tfiat  the  increase  is  steadier  in 
butter,  bacon,  and  eggs  than  in  cattle,  notwithstand- 
ing the  much  larger  sums  of  money  spent  upon  the 
improvement  of  store  stock  compared  with  that 
spent  upon  milch  cows,  pigs,  and  poultry.  If  the 
latter  respond  so  freely  to  the  efforts  that  have  been 
made  for  their  improvement,  would  it  not  be  well  to 


consider  whether  still  more  money  might  advan- 
tageously be  spent  on  them,  even  should  it  be  taken 
from  the  funds  now  given  to  the  store  stock  trade  ? 

To  which  we  should  say — Horses  also  ought  to 
give  up  half  at  least  to  the  hens. 

Value   of   Breeding  Stock. 

Actual  cost  of  production  has  something  to  do 
with  sale  price,  yet  not  so  much  as  is  generally 
supposed.  What  is  of  greater  importance  is  the 
value  of  the  product  whatever  it  may  be,  whether 
hen  or  halter,  when  sold,  that  in  its  turn  being  in 
many  cases  dependent  upon  demand.  The 
returns  in  relation  to  the  first  cost  must,  how- 
ever, determine  whether  production  will  be  con- 
tinued, for  everyone  must  receive  the  due  rewards 
for  his  labour.  We  are  led  to  these  observations 
by  remarks  made  in  the  columns  of  the  Australian 
7/fc7^— namely,  that  "it  does  not  pay  to  raise 
birds  to  a  reproducing  age  and  sell  them  at  less 
than  five  shillings."  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
many  people,  among  whom  are  those  who  would 
think  nothing  of  giving  £50  for  a  good  cow, 
imagine  that  they  should  purchase  hens  at  little 
more  than  killing  price,  it  is  well  to  consider  the 
question.  Of  course,  cost  of  production  varies 
considerably  in  accordance  with  breed  of  fowls, 
cost  of  original  stock,  numbers  bred,  &c.,  and  we 
can  only  geiieralise.  An  experiment  at  Theale  in 
1904  gave  the  actual  cost  of  White  Wyandotte 
pullets,  nineteen  weeks  old,  as  Is.  7^d.  each.  If 
we  take  six  months  as  a  fair  average  for  pullets, 
that  will  bring  the  prime  cost  to  about  2s.  3d. 
each,  which  figure  does  not  include  special  value 
of  breeding  stock,  interest  on  capital  invested, 
rent  and  general  expenses,  and  labour.  In  some 
cases  these  would  be  much  less  than  in  others. 
Even  upon  general  farms  they  can  hardly  run  to 
less  than  Is.  3d.  per  bird,  and  upon  poultry 
farms  to  2s.  3d.  per  bird.  If  that  is  so,  to  sell  at 
5s.  would  only  leave  a  profit  of  6d.  in  the  last- 
named  case,  and  every  week  after  six  months 
means  an  increase  to  the  cost.  Special  qualities 
will,  or  should,  enhance  the  value.  But  enough 
has  been  said  to  show  that  less  than  7s.  6d.  does 
not  leave  a  living  profit  to  the  breeder  for 
ordinary  stock.  It  is  better  to  kill  at  three 
months  for  the  table  poultry  market. 

Free  Poultry  Exhibitions, 

A  note  in  our  Foreign  Section  calls  special 
attention  to  the  mission  of  poultry  shows  and 
their  educational  value,  based  on  the  advocacy  of 
an  American  writer  that,  instead  of  making  a 
charge  for  admission,  shows  should  be  free. 
That  such  an  arrangement  would  popularise 
these  gatherings  cannot  be  questioned.  Instead 
of  the  paucity  of  visitors  which  is  too  frequently 
in  evidence,  the  avenues  would  be  crowded,  and 
a  great  amount  of  good  would  result,  both  to 
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those  who  exhibit  and  those  who  would  attend. 
It  is  entirely,  however,  a  question  of  money. 
Many  poultry  shows  have  great  difficulty  in 
making  ends  meet,  even  with  gate-money.  In 
the  case  of  the  large  exhibitions  such  an  arrange- 
ment is  frankly  impossible,  but  that  should  not 
be  so  in  the  case  of  local  shows  where  the 
expenses  are  small,  and  it  is  certainly  worth  a 
trial  if  subscriptions  or  grants  could  be  secured 
to  meet  the  unavoidable  charges  in  connection 
with  a  display  of  this  kind.  For  a  show  of  three 
hundred  birds,  with  voluntary  labour,  the  total 
cost  of  tent,  pens,  and  printing  should  not  exceed 
£25,  apart  from  prize-money,  in  respect  to  which 
it  might  fairly  be  asked  that  entry-fees  should  be 
enough  to  cover  the  prizes  offered  and  the  judge's 
fee.  Exhibitors  would  obtain  a  big  advertise- 
ment by  display  of  their  birds  to  a  wider  con- 
stituency, and  recoup  themselves  in  that  way. 
Cannot  the  Utility  Poultry  Club  or  the  Northern 
Utility  Poultry  Society  test  the  scheme  ?  The 
Illustrated  Poultry  Record  offers  £5 
towards  the  expenses  of  the  first  show  of  not  less 
than  200  entries  on  these  lines. 

A  Russian  Example, 

M.  Nicholas  KrukofF,  Director  of  Agriculture 
to  the  Russian  Government,  takes  a  keen 
interest  in  the  poultry  industry,  and  since  his 
appointment  to  that  responsible  position  has 
done  much  for  its  encouragement.  We  have, 
therefore,  much  pleasure  in  giving  his  photo- 
graph in  "Who's  Who"  this  month.  A  year 
ago  a  travelling  scholarship  was  given  to  Miss 
Margaret  Friede,  of  Pliussa,  extending  over 
twelve  months,  the  first  five  of  which  were 
spent  on  the  College  Poultry  Farm,  Theale, 
during  which  she  took  the  Reading  Course 
Certificate,  holding  a  very  high  place  in  the 
examination  held  last  December.  Afterwards 
Miss  Friede  proceeded  to  America,  where  she  has 
spent  a  very  successful  time,  and  has  just 
returned  to  Europe.  We  had  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  this  lady  as  she  passed  through 
London,  and  she  reports  having  been  received 
most  warmly  and  hospitably  by  all  with  whom 
she  came  in  contact,  and  she  brings  back  very 
happy  memories  of  the  many  kindnesses  extended 
to  her.  But  that  is  the  American  way.  Miss 
Friede  has  returned  to  Russia,  enriched  in 
knowledge  and  experience  by  her  sojourn  in 
England  and  America,  which  will,  we  are  sure, 
be  used  for  the  improvement  of  poultry-keeping 
in  her  native  land.  The  Russian  authorities 
are  to  be  commended  on  their  wise  enterprise. 

The  Influence  of  Strain, 

In  view  of  the  doubts  which  have  been  cast 
upon  heredity  in  egg-production,  more  especially 


by  the  Maine  Bulletins,  we  commend  a  careful 
study  of  the  records  given  by  our  esteemed 
Danish  correspondent  Mr.  W.  A.  Kock  in  his 
article  published  this  month,  specially  with 
regard  to  the  records  of  Berr  Simonsen's  Brown 
Leghorns.  It  will  be  seen  that  of  the  four  parent 
stock  birds  No.  4  laid  221  eggs  in  her  first  year, 
and  789  in  five  years  ;  No.  32  laid  215  eggs  in 
her  first  year,  and  766  in  five  years;  No.  36  laid 
214  eggs  in  her  first  year,  and  784  in  five  years  ; 
and  No.  12  laid  214  eggs  in  her  first  year,  and 
570  in  four  years.  The  yearly  decline  in  num- 
bers is,  with  one  exception,  general,  but  not 
nearly  so  great  as  might  have  been  expected. 
For  two  of  these  to  produce  110  and  128  eggs 
respectively  is  a  remarkable  performance,  show- 
ing that,  whether  by  breeding  or  other  causes, 
these  birds  were  wonderful  layers.  A  very 
striking  point,  however,  is  that  of  the  progeny  of 
these  four  birds,  though  the  average  on  the 
whole  is  very  good  indeed,  only  three  pullets 
thus  bred  reached  the  200-egg  standard,  though 
several  came  very  little  below  it.  On  the  other 
hand,  two  pullets  fell  to  100  or  less. 

The  Late  E.  W.  Richardson, 

The  regrettable  death,  on  July  29  last,  of  Mr. 
E.  W.  Richardson  removed  a  well-known  and 
much-appreciated  personality  from  our  midsL 
The  sad  event  was,  however,  not  wholly  un- 
expected ;  it  was  known  for  some  time  previously 
that  he  was  in  delicate  health,  and  when,  last 
March,  he  was  compelled  by  his  condition  to  hand 
over  the  honorary  secretaryship  of  the  Utility 
Poultry  Club  to  Mr.  Lamaison,  those  acquainted 
with  the  facts  of  the  case  feared  that  the  end 
would  not  be  long  delayed.  Mr.  Richardson 
studied  poultry-keeping  at  the  University 
College,  Reading,  where  he  obtained  the  certifi- 
cate, and  was  subsequently  Principal  at  the  Farm 
School  of  the  Bedfordshire  County  Council  at 
Ridgmount  and  Lecturer  at  the  Cheshire  County 
Council's  College  of  Agriculture  at  Holmes 
Chapel.  It  was,  however,  in  connection  with 
the  Utility  Poultry  Club,  of  which  he  was  elected 
honorary  secretary  in  1902,  that  he  achieved  his 
greatest  success.  He  was  largely  instrumental 
in  raising  the  membership  of  the  club  from  500 
to  1,400,  its  present  figure.  In  1907  he  assumed 
the  management  of  the  Twelve  Months'  Laying 
Competition — a  task  which,  necessitating  the 
hardest  and  most  incessant  work,  doubtless 
aggravated  an  old  internal  trouble  from  which 
he  suffered.  The  two  grants  by  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  of  £35  towards  the 
expenses  of  the  competition  are  witness  to  his 
successful  handling  of  the  undertaking.  From 
1906  onwards  Mr.  Richardson  lived  on  his  farm 
at  Rayne,  near  Braintree,  and  some  idea  of  his 
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ability  as  a  utility  poultry-keeper  may  be 
gathered  from  the  fact  that  in  the  Six  Months' 
Competition  at  Street,  ending  in  last  March,  his 
pen  of  Buff  Plymouth  Rocks  came  out  top  among 
an  entry  of  100  pens. 

Poultry  Literature. 

"Of  the  making  of  books  there  is  no  end" 
and  "  that  mine  adversary  had  written  a  book" 
have  often  been  quoted.  But  it  is  certain  that 
more  books  have  been  published  within  the  last 
half-century  than  in  all  the  ages  of  the  world's 
history.  That  fact  is  true  in  every  branch  of 
human  knowledge,  and  the  poultry  industry  is 
responsible  for  a  full  share.  The  number  of 
works  dealing  with  this  subject  increases  year  by 
year,  and  it  is  a  tribute  to  the  widespread  interest 
in  poultry  that  so  many  are  published  in  almost 
every  civilised  country,  some  of  which  are  more 
than  mere  handbooks  of  passing  value,  although 
many  are  largely  repetitions  of  what  has  often 
been  stated    before.    They,  however,   help  in 


the  dissemination  of  knowledge,  and  have  a 
considerable  influence,  in  view  of  which  they 
deserve  a  hearty  welcome.  It  is  of  interest  to 
note  that  the  bulk  of  the  books  issued  in  the 
fifth  to  the  eighth  decades  of  the  nineteenth 
century  were  primarily  concerned  with  fancy 
poultry  breeding,  but  during  the  last  thirty 
years  the  practical  side  of  the  pursuit  has  com- 
manded the  major  attention.  So  far  as  we  are 
able  to  tell,  something  like  500  distinct  books  of 
all  grades  on  poultry  have  appeared.  With  a 
view,  therefore,  to  securing  as  complete  a  list 
as  possible,  we  have  invited  Mr.  Edward  Brown, 
F.  L.  S.,  whose  library  of  poultry  literature 
numbers  350  volumes,  pamphlets,  &c. ,  and 
whilst  by  no  means  complete,  is  probably  one  of 
the  most  extensive  in  existence,  to  prepare  a 
bibliography  of  poultry  literature,  the  first  in- 
stalment of  which  appears  in  this  issue,  and  will 
continue  until  completed.  We  ask  readers  to 
respond  heartily  to  the  request  for  help  in 
making  this  list  correct  and  comprehensive. 
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THE  POULTRY-FARMING  LIFE. 

By  Wilfrid  H.  G.  Ewart. 


'^HE  s^reat  working-classes  of  England,  the 
classes  that  toil  for  their  living  in  the  towns 
and  get  it  by  means  of  pen  or  pickaxe,  brain  or 
hand,  are  inclined,  it  seems  to-  me,  to  look  at 
farming  and  the  business  of  country  life  from  a 
wrong  point  of  view.  The  outlook  of  an  office- 
desk  embracing  an  office-stool,  four  office-walls, 
an  office-window,  and  a  chimney-pot  in  the  near 
distance  is  not  a  broad  outlook  ;  nor  is  it  at  all 
calculated  to  encourage  a  broad  view  of  any 
other  occupation  in  any  other  phase  of  life.  A 
person  who  sits  at  a  desk  and  works  with  a  pen 
is  very  probably  the  son  (or  daughter)  of  a  father 
who  has  done  likewise,  is  very  probably  the 
representative  of  generations  of  "persons  "  who 
have  done  likewise.  And  such  an  individual 
seldom  looks  at  country  occupations  as  they 
should  be  looked  at. 

To  this  may  be  attributed  a  great  number  of 
the  mistakes  that  have  been  made  in  farming, 
and  in  poultry  -  farming  more  particularly. 
People  have  constantly  come  out  to  the  country 
life  with  an  atmosphere  of  smoke  and  "office  " 
still  around  them,  and  with  the  one  idea  in  their 
heads  that  farming  (or  poultry-farming)  is  a 
pursuit.  Really  it  is  extraordinary  that  anyone 
can  be  stupid  enough  to  conceive  such  an  idea  ; 
but  that  such  an  idea  has  often  been  conceived  is 
evidenced  by  the  failures  of  which  we  have  all 
heard.  .  The  very  first  thing  that  should  be 
grasped  when  a  man  leaves  a  town  with  the 
intention  of  making  a  living  from  the  land  is  that 
farming  is  no  pursuit,  no  paying  hobby,  but  that 
it  is  a  profession,  and  an  exacting  one.  I  am 
writing  now  of  poultry-farming — a  serious 
occupation  meriting  the  attention  of  all  men. 
Numberless  deluded  youths — aye,  and  middle- 
aged  men — some  of  them  broken  dov/n  in  health 
or  at  all  events  delicate,  have  from  time  to  time 
precipitated  themselves  into  the  ''pursuit" 
above-named  for  the  benefit  of  the  outdoor  life 
and  with  a  view  to  the  ha'pence  (?)  easily 
earned.  They  have  found,  I  think,  that  the 
poultry-farming  life  is  from  one  point  of  view 
just  what  they  expected — a  quiet,  free,  open-air 
existence.  And  they  have  found  (from  another 
point  of  view)  that  the  poultry-farming  life  is  just 
what  they  had  not  expected — it  is  no  sinecure. 


What  has  the  poultry-farming  life  to  offer  ? 
Well,  there  is  no  doubt  it  holds  out  to  a  man  a 
prospect  of  an  outdoor  existence,  of  health  in  all 
probability,  of  interesting  work  among  interesting 
creatures,  of  perfect  freedom  of  action,  and 
besides  these  a  prospect  of  a  bare  living  or  a  very 
modest  competence.  The  business  side  of  the 
matter  does  not  come  within  the  scope  of  this 
article.  Rather  is  it  those  other,  and  better, 
inducements  (could  we  but  afford  to  regard  them 
only  !  )  that  must  form  my  subject-matter. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  only  town  dwellers  fully 
realise  the  value  of  health  and  the  part  it  plays 
in  a  man's  life.  Country  people  in  the  habitual 
enjoyment  of  it  almost  forget  that  there  is  such  a 
thing.  Undoubtedly  this  is  the  greatest  benefit 
of  a  life  on  the  land,  and  as  such  it  is  a  genuine 
inducement  to  people — there  are  very  many  of 
them — whose  health  is  broken,  and  who  clutch  at 
recuperation  as  a  drowning  man  grasps  at  a 
straw.  Nobody  of  human  instinct  wishes  to 
den}'  this  to  them,  but  at  the  same  time  they 
must  be  forewarned  that  poultry-farming  is  not 
an  invalid's  business  nor  is  it  an  invalid's 
work. 

Now,  one  of  the  greatest  assets  toward  success 
in  the  profession  under  notice  has  been  found  to 
be  personal  labour.  The  man  who  does  all,  or  a 
great  part  of,  his  own  work  is  the  man  who 
makes  of  poultry-farming  a  financial  success.  It 
stands  to  reason  that  he  saves  considerably  in 
wages  in  the  first  place,  and  in  the  second  he 
does  the  work  thoroughly,  and  knows  that  it  has 
been  done  thoroughly.  Take  the  weekly  clean- 
ing, for  instance — work  that  must  be  done 
regularly,  and  that  at  the  present  time  is  long, 
hard,  and  tedious.  From  experience  I  have 
learnt  to  dread  cleaning-day  and  its  long  hours 
of  heat,  perspiration,  dust,  and  general  discom- 
fort ;  when  those  hours  are  over  I  am  tired  as 
only  hard  work  can  make  a  man  tired.  That 
would  not  suit  an  invalid  or  even  a  semi-invalid 
■ — it  would  knock  him  up  within  a  month. 

Of  course  there  is  a  good  number  of  light, 
easy  jobs  to  be  done  in  connection  with  poultry- 
keeping  on  a  large  scale,  but  these  keep  you  on 
your  legs  and  make  the  poultry-farming  life  a 
busy,  if  not  a  hard,  one.    It  is  all  very  well  for  a 
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strong,  healthy  man  who,  in  the  employment  of 
his  energies,  is  merely  keeping  himself  fit  ;  in  the 
case  of  a  man  of  weak  constitution  there  is  a 
certain  strain  which  will  eventually  tell.  That  is 
a  side  of  the  matter  that  must  be  mentioned  in 
the  public  and  poultry  Press  to  prevent  ignorant 
people  going  wrong  and  teaching  others  how  to 
go  wrong.  There  are  further  sides  which  show 
up  the  poultry-farming  life  in  different  lights.  A 
person  of  average  intelligence,  for  instance,  finds 
at  the  bottom  of  fowl-culture  something  very  real 
and  gripping,  the  name  of  which  is  not  so  much 
"  interest  "  as  "fascination."  He  takes  it  up 
first  in  a  dispassionate,  commercial  way,  far 
from  trustful,  perhaps,  not  over-keen  ;  after  a 
time  the  life  and  the  subjects  of  his  work — I  sup- 
pose it  is  these — grow  upon  him,  strike  him  in  an 
entirely  different  way,  and  then  he  is  satisfied. 
This  same  fascination  is  the  making  and  the 
mainstay  and  the  pitfall  of  poultry-farming  as  an 
industry.  The  making  and  the  mainstay  it  is 
because  nobody  would  ever  have  cultivated 
poultry  intensively  without  some  such  extra- 
ordinary incentive,  and  nobody  would  have  con- 
tinued to  do  so  when  it  was  found  that  the 
pecuniary  advantages  were  not  great — without 
this  fascination.  The  pitfall  is  very  obvious  to 
most  of  us — but  that  is  an  old  story. 

This  fascination  is  no  myth.  1  am  fairly 
practical  ;  I  know  others  who  are  most  practical, 
and  we  have  agreed  that  a  hen  mania  has  collared 
each,  and  all,  of  us.  The  poultry-farming  life  is 
in  practice  no  disappointment,  it  is  not  dull,  and 
it  is  not  monotonous.  There  is  a  yearly  round, 
but  (practically  speaking)  no  daily  round  ;  that  is 
to  say,  the  great  works  and  the  small  works  go 
on  year  after  year  more  or  less  unvaryingly  ;  but 
day  by  day  they  are  mixed  up,  interchanged, 
never  monotonously  regular.  In  poultry-farming, 
moreover,  there  is  some  field  for  ambition,  not 
the  ambition  born  of  local  rivalry,  but  a  better 
(because  less  jealous)  kind  and  a  broader  kind. 
In  the  show-pen  you  participate  in  competition 
of  such  an  open  and  strenuous  character,  the 
fortunes  of  which  are  so  important  to  yourself, 
and  the  extent  of  which  is  so  considerable,  that 
you  are  never  left  without  an  aim,  and  therefore 
you  always  have  an  ambition.  A  "fancy" 
poultry-farmer's  greatest  ambition  is,  I  suppose, 
to  win  at  the  Dairy,  the  Crystal  Palace,  or  a 
club  show  in  any  year,  and,  even  though  the 
ultimate  object  may  be  a  pecuniary  one,  still, 


there  is  always  the  great  idea  and  the  great 
strivings  after  its  realisation. 

Of  course  in  some  instances  the  success  or 
failure  of  the  poultry-farming  life  (apart  from  the 
monetary  side  of  it)  is  simply  a  matter  of  in- 
dividual temperament.    I  have  from  time  to  time 
met  a  good  many  people  serving  an  apprentice- 
ship or  about  to  launch  into  the  poultry  business, 
and  while  some  have  been  possessed  of  unques- 
tionable ability  and  capability  to  succeed,  others 
appeared  to  me  from  the  first   to  be  virtual 
failures.    These  latter  had  not  the  temperament, 
the  stability,  the  enthusiasm,  and  it  is  a  very 
good  thing  for  them  that  they  never  did  get 
launched.     In  my  opinion  the  most  important 
factor  in  the  poultry-farmer's  "make-up"  is, 
first,  interest  in  his  birds,  and  secondly  interest 
in  his  surroundings.    To  be  able  to  appreciate 
the  legion  beauties  of  a  very  wonderful  world  is 
a  quality  (if  you  can  call  it  that)  which  is  not 
estimated  by  most  of  us  at  its  true  worth  and 
which  consequently   is  not   encouraged   as  it 
should  be.     If  you   are   living   among  birds, 
working  among  birds,  and  enjoying  daily  the 
blessings  of  an  outdoor  life,  then,  it  seems  to  me, 
the  more  you  appreciate  the  living  things  you 
handle  and  the  environment  of  your  own  exist- 
ence, so  much  the  more  interesting,  easy,  and 
happy  does  that  existence  become.    I  am  a  very 
amateur  naturalist,   and  if  I  were  not  a  very 
amateur  naturalist  I  doubt  if   I  should  be  a 
poultry-t'armer.    From  being  a  naturalist  I  have 
become  a  poultry-farmer,    and  from   being  a 
poultry-farmer  I  have  become  more  than  ever  a 
naturalist.    That  is  a  little  personal  ;  but  still 
from  my  own  absolute  experience  I  know  of 
what  great  value  this  is — a  real  love  of  Nature. 

It  is  all  a  part  of  the  temperament  capable  of 
enjoying  the  country  and  the  country's  things. 
It  is  all  a  part  of  the  poultry-farming  life — that 
and  a  quiet  mind  and  an  ability  to  look  at  your 
business  seriously.  In  these  hard,  prosaic, 
striving  times  you  must  contemplate  your  work 
and  business  (poultry-farming  or  anything  else) 
with  always  serious  eyes.  Neglect  it  a  little, 
put  it  away  a  little,  and  (even  if  you  are  very 
young)  the  crowd  will  have  overtaken  you, 
brushed  you  aside,  pushed  ahead  of  you,  left 
you  standing  still.  Success  in  this  world  is  a 
mighty  thing — indeed,  there  is  only  one  thing 
mightier.  And  that  is  what  some  great,  success- 
ful men  have  never  known — how  to  be  happy. 
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THE  PEREGRINATIONS  OF  THE  DOMESTIC  FOWL. 

By  Edward  Brown,  F.L.S. 


JN  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  gallus  ferrugineiis, 
or  Jungle  Fowl,  is  not  a  migratory  bird  in  the 
ordinary  sense,  its  wanderings  have  covered  the 
entire  globe.  Distribution  is  universal.  From 
the  original  habitat  in  India  it  has  found  its  way 
to  all  points  of  the  compass,  over  land  and  sea, 
from  Arctic  Zone  to  the  southern  No  Man's  Land, 
and  is  met  with  to-day  in  almost  every  country, 
civilised  or  barbarian.  But  it  has  been  a  forced 
transmigration,  following  the  great  streams  of 
human  life.  Wars,  expeditions,  colonisation,  as 
well  as  commerce  have  led  to  its  distribution. 
The  trend  of  changes,  national  and  racial,  which 
have  altered  the  face  of  the  globe,  has  influenced 
the  m.ovement  of  the  domestic  fowl  from  one  part 
of  the  earth  to  another.  In  former  days  such 
movements  were  slow,  but  as  inter-communication 
has  advanced,  instead  of  the  march  step  by  step, 
passing  from  one  district  or  country  to  another, 
we  bridge  in  five  or  six  weeks  distances  which 
would  have  taken  months  or  years  to  cover. 
Modern  methods,  however,  do  not  allow  of  the 
steady  and  uniform  wave  which  possibly  marked 
the  earlier  history  of  the  fowl's  wanderings. 

When  the  fowl  was  first  domesticated  in  India 
has  not  been  determined,  probably  never  will  be. 
It  would  appear,  however,  that  this  must  have 
taken  place  far  back  in  the  dim  ages.  In  a 
Chinese  encyclopaedia,  compiled  one  thousand 
four  hundred  years  before  our  present  era  com- 
menced, the  fowl  is  referred  to,  which  would  be 
about  the  time  of  Moses  ;  but  whether  this  refers 
to  the  domestic  fowl  or  another  species  of  bird  is 
uncertain,  as  is  the  reference  in  the  Book  of 
Kings.  It  would  seem  to  be  the  case  that  we 
may  safely  accept  the  statement  that  the  fowl 
was  domesticated  at  least  1000  B.C.,  for  the 
sport  of  cock-fighting  in  India  is  referred  to  in 
the  "  Codes  "  of  Mann,  written  about  that  date. 
In  fact,  any  reference  to  that  sport  fixes  the  fact 
of  domestication  beyond  question,  and  we  may 
fairly  surmise  that  reference  in  such  literature  or 
tablets  as  are  found  in  Egypt  is  proof  that  what- 
ever was  mentioned  in  an  ordinary  manner  was 
general.  Such  is  the  case  so  far  as  concerns  the 
reference  to  "  the  cock  crew  "  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment, when  Peter  denied  Christ.  Unless  the  Jews 
were  familiar  with  the  sound  they  would  prob- 
ably have  been  scared  by  so  unearthly  a  noise  at 
the  break  of  day.  With  what  is  here  stated  we 
must  remain  content.  But  it  may  be  accepted 
that  pari  passu  with  the  domestication  of  the 
goose  in  Egypt  before  or  about  the  days  of 
Joseph,  in  India,  andpossibly  in  China,  the  fowl  was 


entering  into  the  service  of  man,  but  for  a  totally 
different  purpose  to  some  extent.  I  have  not 
come  across  any  reference  which  would  show  that 
cock-fighting  was  a  Chinese  sport,  though  prob- 
ably there  are  many  records  unknown  to  us,  but 
the  evidence  seems  to  be  that  in  India  the  pastime 
largely  promoted  the  breeding,  even  if  it  did  not 
lead  in  the  first  place  to  domestication,  and  that 
thence  it  extended  to  the  countries  of  South- 
Eastern  Asia  as  far  as  the  Philippines. 

If  the  reference  before-mentioned,  found  in  a 
Chinese  encyclopaedia,  applied  to  the  fowl,  then  the 
first  migration  must  have  been  eastward,  and  eight 
hundred  years  prior  to  the  westward  one.  I  have 
not  studied  Asiatic  literature  to  the  extent  of 
enabling  me  to  express  any  opinion  as  to  how  the 
eastward  stream  found  its  way,  whether  through 
what  we  call  Indo-China,  or  by  the  more  southerly 
countries,  or  what  were  the  circumstances  leading 
thereto.  There  is  just  a  possibility  that  the  wild 
species  was  found  in  parts  of  China,  which  is  by 
no  means  improbable,  and  that  a  distinct  domes- 
tication took  place  from  that  in  India.  It  may  be 
that  we  shall  find  much  in  China  when  better 
known  to  solve  the  difficulties  presenting  them- 
selves. By  no  means  improbable  is  it  that  the 
priests,  passing  as  they  did  from  one  country  to 
another,  were  the  means  of  distributing  the  fowl 
over  wide  areas.  And,  as  mentioned  by  Mill- 
man  in  his  "History  of  the  Jews,"  there  was  a 
migration  of  Jews  to  China  several  centuries 
before  Christ.  I  have  a  notion  that  the  reason 
why  the  goose  was  made  a  sacred  bird  in  Egypt 
was  that  the  priests  might  secure  a  plentiful 
supply  for  their  own  tables,  and  it  is  quite  within 
the  bounds  of  reason  that  the  Buddhist  Priests, 
passing  from  India  to  China,  took  fowls  with 
them  for  the  sake  of  their  eggs  and  flesh.  Un- 
less, therefore,  a  separate  domestication  took 
place  in  Eastern  Asia,  we  may  accept  it  as  a  fact 
that  the  Chinese  knew  the  fowl  a  thousand  years 
before  it  had  reached  Europe.  What  was  the 
probable  trend  from  China  is  shown  below. 

The  great  Indian  peninsula  has  been  the  envy 
and  the  fascination  of  peoples  in  all  ages.  Fre- 
quently it  was  invaded.  When  Cyrus,  the  King 
of  Persia,  founded  the  Medo-Persian  Empire, 
India  was  included  in  his  conquests.  It  would 
appear  that  the  Persians  thus  first  became 
acquainted  with  the  domestic  fowl,  not  from  its 
food  but  its  sportive  value.  That  invasion  took 
place  in  537  B.C.  In  all  ages  military  men  have 
been  devotees  of  cock-fighting,  and  it  is  easy  to 
understand  how  these    Persian  warriors  were 
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attracted  by  the  novel  pastime,  taking  back  to 
their  own  land  specimens  of  birds  from  which 
they  could  obtain  so  much  pleasure.    Our  own 
experience  has  shown  how  very  quickly  large 
numbers  of  fowls   can   be   bred,   and  we  are 
justified  in  assuming  that  within  a  few  years  they 
would  be  widely  distributed  in  the  new  country 
to  which  they  were  thus  introduced.    Hehn,  in 
his  "Wanderings  of  Plants  and  Animals,"  says  : 
Wherever  a  Persian  settled  he  took  as  much  care 
to  procure  a  cock  as  to  pra)'  and  wash  before  and 
during  sunrise.    As  far  as  the  limits  of  the  Persian 
dominion  reached,  there,  no  douljt,  the  tame  and 
useful,  easily  transported,  and  at  the  same  time  so 
peculiar  creature  found  a  welcome  even  in  the  homes 
of  non-believers. 

Once  introduced  into  Persia,  dissemination 
over  the  neighbouring  countries  of  Western  Asia 
would  naturally  follow,  more  especially  over  those 
areas  covered  by  Persian  influence.  Darwin 
mentions  that  the  fowl  figures  on  some  of  the 
Babylonian  cylinders.  But  the  records  with 
regard  to  that  period  are  very  hazy  and  indis- 
tinct, much  more  indefinite  than  when  Europe 
was  reached.  It  would  appear,  however,  for 
reasons  given  later,  that  one  country  to  which  the 
fowl  wandered  was  Phcenicia,  which  little  state 
was  the  means  of  distributing  the  fowl  over  a 
wide  area. 

Two  hundred  years  after  their  own  conquest  of 
India  it  became  the  turn  of  the  Persians  to  be 
invaded,  and  to  find  the  Nemesis  of  fate  by 
falling  to  the  prowess  of  Alexander  the  Great, 
who  in  his  ambition  for  world-wide  domain  made 
the  Eastern  Empire  subject  to  Greek  rule.  So  far 
as  can  be  told,  it  was  this  event  which  brought 
the  fowl  to  Europe,  and  in  Greece  it  was  known 
as  the  Persian  Bird.  Whether  the  Greeks  had 
already  heard  of  or  seen  specimens  of  game- 
cocks, and  were  so  enamoured  of  the  sport  that 
they  sent  their  armies  to  conquer  the  fortunate  or 
unfortunate  possessors,  we  cannot  tell.  But  wars 
have  been  waged  and  the  destiny  of  nations 
decided  for  more  trivial  reasons.  Want  of  space 
does  not  permit  me  to  deal  fully  with  the  extent 
to  which  cock-fighting  and  poultry-breeding 
attained  in  ancient  Greece.  The  literature  of  that 
period  is  full  of  references.  Aristotle,  who  wrote 
about  359  u.c,  mentions  the  fowl  familiarly, 
which  would  give  credence  to  the  suggestion 
that  it  was  commonly  known  prior  to  the  Alex- 
andrian conquest  of  Persia.  Into  the  superstition, 
the  tradition,  the  ceremonials,  and  the  sport  of 
the  Grecians  it  entered,  as  proved  by  the  refer- 
ences to  be  met  with  in  classical  writings  : 

In  the  "  Eumenides  "  of  yEschylus,  Athena  warns 
the  Athenians  against  civil  war  as  resembling  the 
coml^ats  of  cocks.  Pinder  compares  the  inglorious 
victories  of  civil  war  to  the  victories  of  a  barndoor 
fowl.  Themistocles  is  said  to  have  raised  the 
courage  of  his  army  by  reminding  them  how  two 


fighting  cocks  risk  their  lives,  not  for  the  hearth 
and  its  penates,  but  for  fame  alone.  (Hehn.) 

That  cock-fighting  was  a  popular  sport  in  Greece 
is  unquestionable,  for  the  same  writer  says  : 

Large  and  improved  varieties  of  the  Asiatic  fowl, 
especially  of  fighting-cocks,  were  procured  from 
various  places  in  Greece  famous  for  particular 
iDreeds  and  races.  In  earlier  times  the  Isle  of 
Delos  had  been  thus  celebrated,  and  .  .  .  the 
fowls  of  Tanagra,  Rhodes,  and  Chalcis  stood  in  the 
highest  repute  for  strength  and  beauty. 

From  Greece  the  passage  to  Italy  was  com- 
paratively easy,  both  by  reason  of  short  distance 
and  inter-communication  by  sea.  Records  do  not 
appear  to  state  when  that  took  place.  Here  a 
great  change  resulted.  The  fightmg  instincts  of 
the  cock  did  not  appeal  to  the  luxurious  Roman, 
but  its  food  value  served  to  give  him  varied  and 
rich  dishes  for  which  his  soul  longed.  Thus 
economic  poultry-keeping,  as  distinct  from  sport, 
evidently  had  its  origin  in  Italy.  The  writings 
of  Cato  and  Columella,  of  Plato  and  Varro,  deal 
with  this  aspect  of  the  question,  telling  of  the 
breeds  into  which  fowls  have  been  divided,  the 
methods  of  breeding,  feeding,  and  fattening. 

That  was  the  period  of  Roman  dominion,  when 
the  Empire  sent  its  legions  east  and  west  and 
north,  when  the  great  Consuls  ruled  peoples  as 
far  apart  as  Britain  and  Palestine.  Italy,  there- 
fore, had  much  to  do  with  the  wanderings — com- 
pulsory wanderings — of  the  fowl  over  Western 
and  West  Central  Europe.  Inter-communication 
was  frequent  across  the  Gulf  of  Lyons  to  Spain, 
along  the  northern  shores  of  the  Great  Sea  into 
Gaul,  and  thence  to  Britain,  across  the  Alps, 
west  and  east,  into  Germany  and  what  we  now 
term  Austria- Hungary,  thus  showing  how 
domesticated  animals  follow  those  national  de- 
velopments which  have  made  history  and 
changed  the  face  of  the  world.  There  are  many 
points  in  this  connection  worthy  of  study,  but  I 
cannot  deal  with  them  now.  It  may  be  stated, 
however,  that  we  owe  much  to  Italy  both  for 
dissemination  of  the  fowl  and  evolution  of  new 
races. 

We  have  already  seen  that  the  fowl  was  known 
in  Phoenicia  long  before  the  commencement  of  the 
present  era.  That  country  was  in  the  north-east 
corner  of  the  Mediterranean  Sea.  The  Phceni- 
cians  were  a  maritime  people,  sending  their  ships 
far  and  wide — even  to  Cornwall  for  tin-ore.  To 
this  fact  we  may  attribute  the  fowl  reaching 
countries  long  before  the  Romans  came  there. 
Barbarians  are  pleased  with  novelties,  and  will 
exchange  for  these  their  own  products  of  much 
greater  value.  Glass  beads  of  small  worth  have 
often  purchased  gold  in  Africa  and  America.  So 
may  the  fowl  have  been  a  form  of  money.  When 
Caesar  invaded  Britain  he  found  cock-fighting  a 
popular    sport   among   the   natives,    who  had 
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evidently  obtained  the  birds  and  learnt  their  use 
from  the  Phosnician  sailors.  In  this  way  they 
won  the  hearts  of,  and  gained  their  object  with, 
the  ancient  Britons,  who  regarded  fighting  as  the 
great  glory  of  life.  Perhaps  these  old  mariners 
introduced  the  fowl  into  North- Western  Africa 
and  Spain.  In  the  last-named  country  the  view 
is  held  that  the  black  fowls,  of  which  the  Minorca 
is  representative,  found  so  largely  throughout 
the  Peninsula,  were  brought  by  the  Moors  when 
they  came  and  conquered.  Whether  that  is  so 
or  not  I  am  unable  to  say.  The  records  appear 
to  be  lost,  if  they  ever  existed,  and  we  can  only 
judge  by  probabilities  and  inferences. 

More  difficult  is  it  to  discover  what  took  place 
in  the  case  of  fowls  which  had  gone  eastward, 
for  at  present,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  there  are 
no  records  available  to  help  us.  Perhaps  some 
day  Chinese  literature  may  reveal  what  is  un- 
known to  us.  It  is,  therefore,  to  a  large  extent 
surmise  and  speculation.  When,  a  few  years 
ago,  I  visited  Russia,  it  was  to  find  races  of  fowls 
differing  as  much  from  the  ordinary  Western 
European  fowls  as  do  the  Asiatic  breeds,  such  as 
the  Malay  and  the  Langshan,  from  the  Italian  or 
Leghorn,  varying  not  merely  in  size  of  body,  but 
also  in  wings  and  structure  of  skeleton.  This 
led  m2  to  follow  out  the  subject,  in  view  of  which 
it  is  stated  by  Hehn  : 

There  is  no  direct  historical  testimony  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  domestic  fowls  were  introduced 
into  Central  and  Southern  (South-Eastern  ?)  Europe. 
They  may  have  come  straight  from  Asia  to  the 
kindred  nations  of  the  South  Russian  steppes  and 
the  eastern  slopes  of  the  Carpathian  Mountains, 
whose  religion  agreed  with  that  of  the  other  Iranian 
races,  and  some  of  whom  already  practised  agri- 
culture in  the  time  of  Herodotus. 

Some  attention  is  given  to  this  subject  in  my 
work  "  Races  of  Domestic  Poultry,"  and  in  the 
preface  to  that  book  it  is  stated  : 

It  is  evident  that  one  great  stream  passed  by  or 
from  China  through  Central  Asia  and  Siberia  to 
Eastern  Europe,  perhaps  following  the  great  Mongol 
invasion  in  the  thirteenth  century,  but  upon  that  we 
have  no  reliable  information. 

Should  it  prove  to  be  correct  that  certain  types 
reached  Russia  at  the  time  named,  it  cannot  be 
questioned  that  fowls  had  been  known  in  the 
country  for  many  centuries  previously.  These 
may,  however,  have  originated  in  Persia  and 
have  come  from  Central  Asia,  reaching  Southern 
Russia  by  way  of  the  states  north  and  east 
of  the  Caspian  Sea.  I  have  little  doubt,  how- 
ever, that  from  China  through  Siberia,  the  route 
taken  by  the  Mongolian  invaders,  some  of  the 
types  referred  to  were  obtained.  A  look  at  the 
map  given  with  this  will  show  how  easy  the 
passage  would  be,  especially  in  the  company  of 
armies  or  trading  caravans. 


Referring  again  to  the  Roman  influence,  this- 
can  be  traced  as  far  eastward  as  Hungary,  where 
some  at  least  of  the  native  races  are  Italian  in 
type.  But  when  I  visited  the  Balkan  States  it 
was  to  find  that  across  the  Lower  Danube  the 
common  fowl  of  the  country  was  of  a  distinctly 
different  character,  following  those  seen  in 
Russia  rather  than  in  Western  and  Southern 
Europe.  It  would  appear  that  there  the  two 
streams  meet  ;  that  there  the  one  which,  passing 
by  way  of  Persia,  Greece,  and  Italy,  had  spread 
widely  from  the  Transylvanian  Alps  to  the 
Atlantic,  from  the  Mediterranean  to  Scandi- 
navia, had  migrated  no  farther  eastward,  but 
came  face  to  face  with  the  other  which  in  its 
wanderings  had  traversed  the  whole  width  of 
Asia,  both  of  these  assuming  forms  which  marked 
them  as  distinct.  And  when  we  examine 
the  history  of  the  peoples  through  whose 
countries  each  of  these  streams  passed,  and 
note  the  way  in  which  they  have  themselves 
migrated,  it  will  be  seen  that  such  a  view, 
though  modifications  may  have  to  be  made  in  the 
light  of  wider  and  fuller  knowledge  as  to  details- 
yet  hidden  from  us,  enables  us  to  understand 
many  points  which  at  one  time  presented  great 
difficulties.  Hitherto  the  countries  concerned 
in  Asia  have  not  received  attention  fromi 
those  interested  in  this  subject,  from  which 
fact  we  deduce  a  reason  for  our  paucity  of 
knowledge  in  respect  to  a  question  of  the  deepest 
interest. 

Having  covered  nearly  the  whole  of  Europe  in 
search  of  information  on  these  questions  and  for 
the  purpose  of  observation,  my  eyes  have  often 
looked  longingly  eastward.  When  in  Bulgaria, 
just  on  the  borders  of  Turkey,  I  felt  that  country^ 
was  practically  part  of  Asia,  so  far  as  its  people 
and  its  poultry  were  concerned.  Did  means  and 
time  permit,  I  should  want  to  trace  the  fowl 
backward,  through  Turkey,  Asia  Minor,  and 
Persia,  to  the  original  habitat  in  India  ;  then,, 
following  the  other  stream,  through  Indo-China 
to  China  itself,  and  work  through  Central  Asia 
to  Russia  and  the  Black  Sea.  Probably  such 
good  fortune  will  not  be  mine,  but  that  the  work 
should  be  done,  and  would  be  fruitful  in  know- 
ledge, is  undeniable,  and  I  hope  other  hands  will 
carry  out  a  task  and  a  duty  of  which  I  have  often 
dreamt,  wishing  for  the  opportunity. 

Another  side  to  this  question  presents  itself. 
I  am  assured  that  the  interior  of  China  and  of 
Central  Asia  contains  treasures  in  the  way  of 
unknown  breeds  of  fowls,  and  probably  also  of 
ducks  and  geese,  which  might  as  profoundly  help 
and  modify  the  poultry  industry  of  our  own  and 
other  countries  as  did  the  Shanghai  sixty  years 
ago.  Therefore  such  a  work  would  not  only 
enrich  our  stores  of  knowledge,  but  be  of  practical 
value. 
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POULTRY-KEEPING  FIFTY  YEARS  AGO. 

By  F.  W.  PARTON. 


J^AYING  COMPETITIONS,  trap-nests,  selec- 
tion and  matins  with  increased  egg  yield  in 
view  have  undoubtedly  done  much  to  bring  our 
present-day  hens  to  their  wonderful  state  ot  pro- 
ductiveness. It  would,  however,  be  interesting 
for  comparison  if  reliable  data  were  forthcoming 
as  to  the  laying  capacity  of  some  of  the  breeds 
which  were  popular  fifty  years  and  more  ago. 
The  nearest  approach  I  have  come  across  to  an 
account  of  a  hen's  prolificacy  in  the  fifties  is 
more  amusing  than  authentic.  Dickson  and 
Mowbray,  in  Poultry,  published  in  1853,  say,  in 
speaking  of  the  Cochin  China,  or  Shanghai  fowl  : 

The  size  of  some  of  these  fowls  bred  in  Ireland  is 
said  to  have  been  equal  to  that  of  a  turkey,  the 
cocks  weighing-  from  121b.  to  151b.  each  and  the  hens 
from  91b.  to  101b.  The  hens  were  also  said  to  lay 
five  eggs  in  two  days  and  the  eggs  to  weigh  from 
2oz.  to  3oz.  each.  Though  these  weights  and  the 
quantity  of  eggs  produced  are  either  exaggerated 
or  relate  only  to  rare  specimens,  there  is  no  doubt 
the  fowls  are  very  fine  and  very  prolific. 

1  quite  agree  that  they  were  rare  specimens  ; 
but  possibly  poultry-keepers  existed  then  who 
believed  a  hen  might  lay  five  eggs  in  three  days, 
just  as  people  in  our  day  believe  that  the  250- 
egg  hen  is  with  us. 

In  conversation  some  little  time  back  with  a 
man  of  eighty-one  years  of  age,  who  had  been  a 
poultry-keeper  since  1846,  I  obtained  some  very 
interesting  details  of  the  breeds  that  have  now 
become  obsolete,  so  far  as  their  economic  qualities 
are  concerned.  Like  most  men  of  this  advanced 
age,  he  condemned  as  mongrels  our  present-day 
fowls,  with  the  exception  of  the  Dorking,  Old 
English  Game,  and  Hamburgh,  and  no  virtue 
would  he  admit  that  they  possessed.  In  his 
opinion  the  Black  Minorca  of  our  day  was  not  to 
be  compared,  economically,  with  the  Spanish  fowl 
of  his  day  and  generation.  The  Orpington  and 
Wyandotte  were  not  to  be  compared  with  the 
Brahma-pootra  of  the  fifties.  However,  despite 
his  prejudices  against  our  modern  breeds,  some 
most  interesting  information  was  obtained  of  the 
methods  in  vogue  when  he  was  a  young  man. 
Poultry  shows  seem  to  have  been  keenly  taken 
up,  and  these  exhibitions  were  generally  held  in  a 
public-house  ;  in  some  districts  this  is  not  un- 
common to-day.  The  Polish  and  the  Hamburgh 
were  the  favourite  breeds,  and  the  number  of 
entries  at  their  shows  would  compare  favourably 
with  our  modern  local  exhibitions.  The  keenest 
rivalry  existed  among  these  old-time  fanciers.  It 
was  difficult  to  obtain  from  my  old  informant  what 


methods  of  improving  or  maintaining  certain 
arbitrary  features  were  adopted  ;  but  no  doubt 
more  or  less  definite  lines  of  breeding  were  carried 
out  with  a  view  to  raising  the  standard  and 
adding  to  the  beauty  of  their  respective  favourites. 
Naturally  improvement  would  be  slow,  and  the 
methods,  considered  nowadays,  prehistoric.  Scien- 
tific breeding  has  progressed  a  good  deal  since 
these  early  days  of  the  Fancy. 

It  is  on  record  that  in  January,  1853,  a  poultry 
show  was  held  at  the  Baker  Street  Bazaar,  in 
London,  at  which  were  exhibited  upwards  of  six 
hundred  pens  of  fowls,  eleven  pens  of  geese, 
thirty-three  pens  of  ducks,  and  ten  pens  of  turkeys. 
This  is  a  wonderful  entry  when  it  is  remembered 
that,  in  the  period  of  which  I  am  writing, 
such  breeds  as  the  Wyandotte,  Plymouth 
Rock,  Orpington,  Langshan,  Leghorn,  Ancona, 
FaveroUes,  and  Indian  Game,  not  to  mention 
several  others,  were  unknown  ;  and  when  we 
remove  these  popular  breeds  and  their  sub- 
varieties,  we  have  only  among  the  best-known 
the  Dorking,  Old  English  Game,  Malay,  Spanish, 
Polish,  Hamburgh,  Cochin,  Silky,  and  the 
Frizzled  fowl.  I  must  not,  however,  neglect  to 
mention  the  "Barndoor,"  which  at  that  time 
held  a  prominent  place  in  the  farmyard,  and 
doubtless  possessed  many  good  qualities  and  had 
distinctive  characteristics. 

The  economic  side  of  poultry-culture  has  also 
made  marvellous  progress  in  every  direction. 
During  the  last  half-century  the  imports  of  eggs 
and    poultry    have    increased   by   upwards  of 
1,800  per  cent.,   with  a  corresponding  growth 
in  the  home    supplies  ;   and  it  is  likely  to  in- 
crease further,  as  poultry  is  occupying  a  position 
in  agriculture  to-day  undreamed  of  a  generation 
ago.     A  marked  difference  is  also  on  record 
as  to  prices.     In  half  a  century  eggs  have  in- 
creased by  50  per  cent. ,  and  the  same  cannot  be 
said  of  any  other  produce  of  the  farm.  Unfor- 
tunately the  reverse  is  too  often  the  case,  and  50 
per  cent,  decrease  in  price,  in  more  than  one 
branch  of  agriculture,  might  be  quoted.  The 
methods  of  management  are  also  widely  different, 
and  the  poultry-keeper  of  to-day  has  appliances 
unthought  of  in  those   earlier   days.    At  the 
beginning  of  the  fifties  incubators  and  artificial 
rearers  had  just  made  their  appearance — that  is, 
in  anything  like  a  practical  form  ;    but  even  then 
they  were  too  intricate  to  manipulate,  so  that  to 
the  ordinary  poultry-keeper  they  were  of  very 
little  value. 
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MR  GEORGE  COOPER. 

IX/TR.  GEORGE  COOPER,  of  Dyce,  Aberdeenshire, 
is  well  known  in  the  North-East  of  Scotland,  not 
only  as  a  poultry-fancier  and  a  pioneer,  but  as  a  Parish 


Mr.  GEORGE  COOPER. 

Councillor  and  a  member  of  the  School  Board.  He  is  a 
man  of  wide  sympathies,  and  possesses  an  almost 
unlimited  capacity  for  work  ;  neither  can  he  be  styled  a 
fancier  in  any  but  the  widest,  and  the  best,  sense,  since 
his  poultry  schemes  aim  at  both  the  purifying  and 
uplifting  of  the  Fancy  and  the  betterment  of  the  industry 
among  cottars  and  farmers.  Beginning  with  a  love  for 
canaries  and  other  cage-birds,  he  became  gradually 
attracted  to  poultry,  and  about  ten  years  ago  was  among 
those  who  came  under  the  spell  of  the  Buff  Orpington. 
The  latter  breed  is  still  his  chief  idol,  the  Brown  Leghorn 
comes  next,  and  the  Hamburgh — his  father's  fancy — is 
not  forgotten.  He  also  enjoys  a  practical  acquaintance 
with  other  varieties.  The  space  at  his  disposal  is  only 
about  a  quarter  of  an  acre,  but  the  equipment,  thanks 


to  his  own  inventiveness  and  the  assistance  of  Mrs, 
Cooper,  is  as  perfect  as  one  could  desire. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Northern  Agricultural 
Society,  the  Buff  Orpington  Club,  the  Brown  Leghorn 
Club,  the  Scottish  Leghorn  Club,  and  the  Poultry  Club. 
The  impi'oved  classification  in  the  first-named,  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  its  judges,  and  the  greater 
attractions  of  its  prize-list  are  largely  due  to  his 
influence.  The  Poultry  Club  owes  its  present  position 
in  Scotland  very  materially  to  his  strenuous  efforts  on  its 
behalf,  the  North-Eastern  Scottish  Branch,  with  its 
membership  of  sixty  or  more,  being  the  outcome  of  his 
persistent  endeavours. 


MR.  WALTER  JAMES  BROWN, 
B.S.A.,  LLM. 

n^HE  phrase  that  best  describes  Mr.  W.  J.  Brown  is 
that  seeming  contradiction  in  terms,  an  "all-round" 
specialist.    However,  the  description  carries  no  reproach 


Mr.  WALTER  JAMES  BROWN. 
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to  his  authority  in  poultry  matters.  Ha\  e  not  many  of 
the  most  interesting  and  vakialDle  contributions  to  the 
scientific  side  of  poultry-keeping  been  made  by  philo- 
sophers taking  the  whole  realm  of  Nature  for  their  field  ? 
Is  it  not  largely  true  that  the  big  problems  of  the  poultry 
world  are  often  sol\  ed  best  by  those  who  dwell  in  other 
worlds  as  well,  and  can  thus  view  poultry  relatively  as 
■well  as  directly?  ^Ir.  Brown  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Ontario  Agricultural  College  and  the  University  of 
Toronto,  a  prominent  Canadian  agriculturist,  owner  and 
manager  of  an  Ontario  farm  devoted  to  diversified 
husbandry,  a  rising  journalist  and  a  well-known  writer  on 
scientific  and  literary  subjects,  editor  of  the  Wee/c/j 
Globe  and  Canada  Farmer,  Toronto,  one  of  Canada's 
leading  newspapers,  and  a  specialist  in  economics  and 
an  enthusiast  in  behalf  of  the  improvement  and  enrich- 
ment of  rural  life.  As  if  this  were  not  enough,  he  is  a 
iNlajor  of  the  Second  Brigade  Canadian  Field  Artillery, 
and  was  one  of  the  Canadian  team  selected  to  compete 
with  the  British  Artillery  team  sent  to  Canada  by  the 
National  Artillery  Association  in  1907.  He  is  one  of 
the  leaders  of  the  movement  for  national  or  patriotic 
military  service  in  Canada. 

Poultry-raising  has  occupied  the  rest  of  his  attention 
for  many  years  past,  and  his  influence  has  been  far- 
reaching  in  regard  to  improved  poultry  practice  and 
widespread  education. 


M.   NICHOLAS  KRUKOFF, 

Director  of  the 
Russian  Department  of  Agriculture. 

OT  alone  are  those  practically  engaged  in  poultry- 
breeding  and  production  entiiled  to  credit  for  their 
work  in  promotion  of  the  poultry  industry.  Others  are 
necessary  and  contribute  to  the  success  achieved.  We 
have  pleasure,  therefore,  in  giving  a  portrait  of 
M.  Nicholas  Krukoff,  who  by  the  wide  range  of  his 
observations  and  experience,  and  by  his  earnest  and 
constant  efforts  for  the  development  and  improvement  of 
poultry-keeping  in  his  native  land,  by  his  broad  outlook 
and  indefatigable  labours,  has  exerted  and  is  exerting  a 
vast  influence.  He  was  in  regular  attendance  at  the 
International  Poultry  Congress,  held  in  St.  Petersburg 
in  1899,  and  is  well  known  for  his  work  in  all  branches 
of  rural  economy. 

M.  Krukoff  received  his  education  at  the  Moscow 
Agricultural  Institute.  Part  of  his  studies  consisted  of 
visits  to  the  United  States,  more  especially  to  South 
Carolina,  Texas,  &c.  On  the  completion  of  his 
Collegiate  Course  he  entered  the  service  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  in  pursuit  of  which  he  has  paid  several 
visits  to  Britain,  and  has  also  been  to  Canada,  the 
United  States,  the  West  Indies,  Chili,  Uruguay,  Para- 
guay, Brazil,  the  Argentine,  New  Zealand,  Australia, 
Denmark,  and  Sweden.  The  knowledge  thus  gained 
was  applied  in  the  various  positions  held  by  him  in 


Russia,  and  led  to  his  appointment  as  Director  of  Agri- 
culture two  years  ago. 

Regarding  poultry-culture  as  a  matter  of  great  import- 
ance, M.  Krukoff"  paid  special  attention  to  this  subject, 
and  during  his  inspectorship  in  the  ]\loscow  Govern- 
ment acted  as  President  of  a  conference  of  poultry- 
breeders  drawn  from  all  parts  of  Russia.  Owing  to 
him,  this  branch  has  receixed  great  help  from 
the  Russian  Government,  and  by  degrees  all 
questions  relating  to  the  subject  have  been  dealt 
with  most  practically.  Since  he  has  been  in 
power,     syllabuses     of    teaching    in    poultry  have 


M.   NICHOLAS  KRUKOFF. 


been  adopted  for  the  Schools  of  Rural  Economy, 
and  a  system  has  been  introduced  for  distributing  birds 
of  suitable  breeds  to  farmers  and  others.  He  has  also 
given  a  large  amount  of  attention  to  refrigeration, 
realising  the  great  importance  of  this  system  for  a  long- 
distance export  trade.  His  works  and  separate  writings 
number  over  two  hundred. 

M.  Krukoff  has  a  charming  personality,  is  a  man,  of 
wide  knowledge  and  great  industry,  speaks  and  writes 
English  with  great  facility,  and  is  ever  open  to  receive 
and  extend  knowledge  in  the  cause  of  promoting  thcr 
well-being  of  agriculturists  of  every  kind. 


The  Summer  Shows. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  I  think  it  will  be  found  that  the 
summer  shows  this  year  have  not  been  altogether 
satisfactory.  They  have  been  disappointing  in  more 
than  one  respect,  but  primarily  perhaps  as  regards  the 
number  of  entries  at  them.  In  comparatively  few  cases 
indeed,  have  anything  like  decent  displays  from  a 
numerical  point  been  chronicled.  Here  and  there, 
admittedly,  there  has  been  a  good  turn-out  of  certain 
breeds.  Take,  for  instance,  the  section  for  the  Sussex 
fowls  at  the  county  show  at  Hove  in  July,  when  there 
was  an  entry  of  209  pens  in  the  14  classes  provided  for 
the  breed — a  good  enough  return  to  satisfy  the  most 
exacting  secretary  of  any  autumn  or  winter  event. 
Nevertheless,  taking  the  exhibitions  generally  this 
summer,  the  entries  in  the  poultry  departments  have 
been  below  the  usual.  Certainly  one  must  not  look  for 
20  and  30  a  class  at  fixtures  in  the  summer,  at  a  time  of 
year  when,  as  a  rule,  old  birds  are  not  fit  and  chickens 
are  not  well  enough  matured  to  stand  the  round.  How- 
ever, I  have  seen  more  representative  'tween-season 
poultry  exhibitions  than  those  of  this  summer. 

Is  it  the  Weather? 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  unpropitious  weather 
of  the  past  two  or  three  months  has  not  been  altogether 
favourable  for  show  specimens.  The  cold  snaps  and 
the  continual  wet  have  rendered  it  next  to  impossible  to 
allow  exhibition  birds  anything  like  a  free  range  for  even 
a  few  days.  And  the  almost  constant  confinement  which 
has  been  forced  on  them  at  a  time  when  they  need 
liberty  has  told  against  them.  It  appears  to  be  the 
general  impression  among  novices  that  the  big  exhibi- 
tors, who  can  generally  keep  a  string  of  birds  fit  for  the 
summer  shows,  do  so  by  elaborate  houses,  and  by  so 
confining  their  exhibition  speciniens  that  sun,  rain,  or 
fresh  air  cannot  get  to  them.  But  there  never  was  a 
greater  mistake,  and  no  one  knows  this  better  than  the 
man  who  has  to  depend  chiefly  on  the  showing  of  fowls 
tor  the  express  purpose  of  winning  prizes  as  a  means 
of  making  a  livelihood.  To  render  them  fit  to  go  the 
round,  the  birds  must  be  out  and  about  m  their  open 


runs  when  they  are  not  cooped  up  at  shows — they  get 
plenty  of  confinement  when  they  are  on  view.  But  with 
a  wet  and  cold  summer  it  is  only  reasonable  to  expect 
that  there  has  been  a  lack  of  exercise.  They  have  not 
kept  fit,  consequently  their  owners  have  been  chary 
about  entering  them,  knowing  that  no  amount  of  special 
feeding  in  such  circumstances  would  get  them  right  for 
top  competition.  I  know  this,  not  only  from  past 
experience,  but  from  conversations  I  have  had  with 
well-known  exhibitors  whose  yards  have  not  been 
represented  this  summer  as  frecjuently  as  in  former 
years.  Moreover,  the  number  of  empty  pens  is  a  good 
indication. 

Or  Lack  of  Chickens  ? 

It  has  been  asserted  more  than  once  that  the  chicken 
"crop"  this  year  was  a  bad  one,  and  worse  than  it  has 
been  for  some  years  past.  I  have  given  instances  of 
this  in  "Men  and  Matters"  in  the  July  and  August 
issues,  so  there  must  be  some  truth  in  it  !  But  what 
ill-effect  did  this  reported  shortage  have  on  the  early 
chicken  shows  ?  Have  the  numbers  been  appreciably 
less  than  usual,  and  has  the  quantity  of  so-called  "  raw  " 
birds  at  the  later  summer  events  been  greater  than 
formerly  ?  Those  fanciers  who  have  been  to  the  prin- 
cipal fixtures  of  the  season  can  answer  these  questions. 
Candidly,  to  the  first  question  I  would  answer  Prac- 
tically none,"  and  to  the  other  two  "  Decidedly  no."  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  raw  chickens  this  year  have  been 
conspicuous  by  their  absence  ;  they  must  have  been 
nipped  in  the  bud.  On  the  other  hand,  what  I  have 
found  is  that  the  number  of  particularly  well-developed 
"  chickens  hatched  in  1909"  of  the  slow-maturing  breeds 
has  been  greater  than  usual  !  Some  fanciers  have  been 
hinting  quite  broadly  that  the  Poultry  Club's  recently 
rescinded  rule  respecting  the  hatching  of  show  chickens 
has  been  acted  on  in  no  small  degree  I  Either  that,  or 
the  craze  for  combining  great  egg  qualities  with  standard 
points  has  led  to  the  remarkable  development  of  body 
and  feather  seen  on  some  "  chickens  "  which  have  been 
exhibited  this  season  !  No  ;  there  is  no  apparent  dearth 
of  birds  for  the  "hatched  in  1909"  classes. 
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Short  Entries. 

Notwithstanding  this,  the  entries  at  the  majority  of 
the  summer  shows  have  been  below  normal,  and  more 
than  one  society,  as  the  outcome,  has  threatened  to  cut 
its  poultry  section  adrift  another  year.  Where  anything 
like  a  representative  display  has  been  got  together,  it 
has  only  been  by  dint  of  urgent  appeals  and  entreaties 
from  officials  in  close  touch  with  poultry  fanciers — 
entreaties  to  save  the  show  from  failure.  If  ever 
genuine  appeals  have  been  made  for  entries,  it  has  been 
this  year  ;  and  we  have  not  seen  the  last  of  them. 
Even  with  the  spell  of  fine,  hot  weather,  we  have  had 
to  get  the  old  birds  through  their  moult  and  fit  to  show, 
many  fanciers  will  not  be  over-anxious  to  patronise  the 
exhibitions.  Can  it  be  that  exhibitors  of  the  second  and 
third  classes  are  at  last  fighting  shy  of  the  shows  at 
which  good  prize-money  is  offered,  because  they  fear 
that  their  birds  will  not  stand  a  chance  against  the 
entries  of  the  teamsters  ?  Candidly  it  appears  to  be  so, 
and  I  arrive  at  the  conclusion  by  looking  up  the  names 
of  entrants  in  the  catalogues. 

Pot'Kunting." 

At  many  a  show  this  summer,  after  what  may  be 
termed  the  preliminary  canter,  it  has  been  a  case  of 
Greek  meeting  Greek,  or  if  a  "new  lace"  has  put  in  an 
appearance  it  has  been  exhibited  in  the  name  of  a 
well-known  professional.  I  have  previously  written 
strongly  in  this  journal  of  the  "Pot-hunter,"  who  rarely 
gives  the  novice  a  decent  chance,  the  man  who  runs  his 
birds  round  to  all  the  small  "meets."  If,  in  doing  so,  I 
have  hurt  some  of  my  friends'  feelings  it  is  for  their  own 
good.  If  the  deck-sweeping  exhibitor  will  only  consider 
the  matter,  he  will  find  that  it  does  not  pay  to  gobble  up 
the  small  shows.  Let  him  concentrate  his  energies  on 
the  most  important  events  and  leave  the  others  for 
"smaller  fry."  It  will  result  in  larger  entries  all  round, 
and  lead  to  a  healthier  state  altogether.  It  should  be 
every  exhibitor's  desire  to  strengthen  the  Fancy  and  not 
to  kill  it.  But  death  will  be  the  inevitable  result  of  the 
big  man  swamping  the  small  shows. 


ON  ENTERING  THE  POULTRY  FANCY. 

By  W.  W.  BROOMHEAD. 

JT  is  not  my  intention  in  this  article  to  enter  into  a 
lengthy  disquisition  on  "  Who  is  a  novice  ? " 
Attempts  to  solve  that  problem  have  been  made  on 
several  occasions,  not  only  in  the  Poultry  Press,  but  by 
various  specialist  clubs.  And  yet,  after  all  that  it  is 
possible  to  write  or  say  on  the  subject  has  been  done, 
it  is  even  now  not  an  easy  matter  to  arrive  at  a 
satisfactory  conclusion.  Rather  is  it  my  wish  to  show 
the  aspiring  poultry  fancier  some  of  the  difficulties 
which  must  be  surmounted  ere  he  can  hope  to  blossom 
forth  as  a  fully-fledged  exhibitor  and  be  able  to  take 
his  place  in  the  front  rank.  And  since  no  useful  end 
can  be  served  by  painting  the  picture  in  coideiir  de  rose 
tints,  I  will  put  a  few  plain  truths  before  my  readers. 


One  fact  which  stands  out  prominently  in  connection 
with  the  poultry  Fancy  is  that  to  take  up  successfully 
a  given  \ariety  and  keep  it  to  standard  requirements 
can  rarely  be  done  by  those  who  do  not  thoroughly 
understand  the  many  intricate  points  connected  with 
the  mating  and  exhibiting  of  fancy  stock.  This  has 
been  exemplified  times  out  of  number.  And  to  \  erify 
the  statement  one  has  merely  to  glance  backwards  for 
a  brief  space  of  years  to  see  the  names  of  exhibitors  who 
have  flourished  for  a  season  or  two,  and  then,  so  far  as 
the  Fancy  is  concerned,  dropped  into  oblivion — in  the 
vast  majority  of  cases  those  who  bought  fame  in  the 
form  of  noted  birds,  but  who  failed  when  it  came  to 
breeding  winners.  I  do  not  make  this  statement  to 
discourage  the  beginner.  All  fanciers  who  have  made 
a  lasting  name  have  had  to  go  through  the  novice  stage. 
Most  have  had  to  face  disappointments  at  times.  But 
when  they  have  once  passed  through  the  ordeal  and 
taken  up  the  Fancy  in  earnest  they  have  found  that  the 
result  has  been  worth  the  trial. 

One  of  the  chief  things  necessary  to  make  a  good 
poultry  fancier  is  a  love  of  the  pursuit,  since  without  it 
the  work—and  there  is  plenty  of  routine  work  in  con- 
nection with  it — becomes  a  drudgery.  When  one  takes 
to  poultry  one  must  be  keen  on  it  ;  the  keenness  will  go 
a  long  way  to  aid  one  in  surmounting  apparent  diffi- 
culties. It  is  almost  useless  to  enter  the  Fancy  because 
one  has  been  forced  to  do  so.  Then,  too,  many  people 
have  tried  their  hand  at  it  for  no  other  reason  than  that 
they  were  failures  at  everything  else.  But  they  have 
learnt,  and  generally  to  their  cost,  that  to  get  ahead  in 
the  poultry  Fancy  brains  should  not  be  lacking.  It  is 
an  axiom  that  "  one  volunteer  is  worth  a  dozen  pressed 
men,"  and  it  is  one  which  fits  to  a  nicety  the  breeding 
and  exhibiting  of  fancy  stock.  All  men  cannot  be 
poultry  fanciers,  just  as,  for  instance,  all  men  cannot  be 
artists — fanciers  are  born  and  not  made. 

It  too  often  happens  that  the  beginner  enters  the 
Fancy  in  a  thoughtless  manner,  inasmuch  as  he 
imagines  that  he  can  at  the  commencement  of  his 
career  rank  wath  those  who  have  been  following  the 
pursuit  for  years.  As  I  have  shown,  it  is  possible  to 
buy  a  certain  amount  of  fame  at  the  outset  by  pur- 
chasing birds  which  may  be  said  to  be  sure  winners. 
To  do  so  requires  "a  long  purse,"  but  to  repeat  it  year 
after  year  as  the  exhibition  season  comes  around  has 
never  yet  been  known  in  the  history  of  the  poultry 
Fancy.  Experience  is  a  great  teacher.  And  although 
at  the  present  day  the  novice  is  in  a  much  better 
position  for  gaining  information  about  exhibition 
poultry  than  were  beginners  twenty  or  thirty  years  ago, 
there  yet  remains  much  knowledge  which  cannot 
possibly  be  gained  from  books,  and  which  experience 
alone  will  teach. 

In  most  standard  publications  on  the  subject  of 
poultry  the  ground  work  is  fully  dealt  with.  Never- 
theless, it  is  not  possible  for  like  to  beget  like  even  at 
the  present  advanced  stage  of  breeding  poultry  up  to 
standard  requirements.  And  it  is  utterly  foolish  to 
imagine  that  one  has  merely  to  read  a  book  to  discover 
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how  to  mate  fowls  to  produce  specimens  which  will  all 
score  the  ideal  hundred  points.  Some  breeders,  I  am 
aware,  assert  that  they  are  able  so  to  conduct  their 
operations  that  they  can  foretell  results  with  mechanical 
certainty.  But  it  cannot  be  done.  Much  has  been 
written  of  late  of  the  Mendelian  laws  ;  but  so  far  as  they 
are  connected  with  the  production  of  prize-winners  the 
anatter  is  yet  quite  in  its  infancy,  and  practically  nothing- 
is  definitely  known  of  it  when  breeding  for  fine  points 
■of  colour  and  marking.  This  is  fully  emphasised  in  a 
recently  published  treatise  on  "  Mendel's  Principles  of 
Heredity,"  by  Professor  W.  Bateson.  In  it  the  author 
clearly  shows  that  for  the  present  there  is  little  that 
Mendelism  can  do  for  the  breeder  of  fancy  stock,  and 
that  many  experiments  must  be  made  and  much  work 
done  ere  the  production  of  first  prize-winners  becomes 
an  exact  science. 

Possibly  one  of  the  greatest  stumbling-blocks  to  the 
beginner  is  the  fact  that  in  most  breeds  one  has  to 
resort  to  double  mating  to  get  the  best  results.  Put  into 
simple  language,  to  secure  male  birds  likely  to  be  suit- 
able for  the  demands  of  the  standards  the  breeder  has 
to  mate  differently  marked  or  coloured  fowls  than  is  the 
case  when  show  females  are  needed.  Thus  do  we  have 
the  terms  "cockerel  breeding-pens  "  and  "pullet  breed- 
ing-pens " — terms  which  refer  exclusively  to  exhibition 
stock.  It  may  be  that  the  demands  of  the  standards 
of  excellence  adopted  for  the  several  breeds  and  varieties 
of  poultry  by  the  specialist  clubs  of  the  present  age  are 
too  exacting.  To  some  poultry-keepers  these  standards 
are  too  ideal,  and  aim  at  that  which  can  but  rarely  be 
attained.  However,  be  that  as  it  may,  there  is  this  to 
be  said  in  favour  of  the  standards,  that  if  the  ideal  were 
not  a  high  one  and  difficult  of  attainment  they  would 
be  nothing  in  the  Fancy.  There  would  be  no 
*' honour  and  glory"  attaching  to  the  breeding  of  a 
winner.  Nor  would  there  be  any  great  monetary  value 
in  possessing  such  a  bird,  since  anyone  who  so  desired 
could  breed  winners,  and  the  Fancy  would  ere  long  cease 
to  exist. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  there  are  fanciers  who 
advocate  single  mating,  some  of  them  solely  on  the 
ground  that  double  mating  is  opposed  to  the  natural 
way  of  breeding.  Possibly  it  is.  It  is  accepted  by 
most  authorities  on  poultry  that  the  domestic  fowl  of 
the  present  age  is  descended  from  the  jungle  fowl. 
Nevertheless,  there  is  no  conclusive  proof  as  to  which 
variety  of  that  species  can  claim  to  be  the  original 
ancestor.  Neither  is  there  sufficient  proof  to  show  that 
Dame  Nature  resorted  to  double  mating  to  produce  the 
several  gorgeous  colours  of  the  male  jungle  fowl,  nor, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  the  birds  did  not  of  their  own 
accord  select  double  mating.  It  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  there  is  more  than  one  variety  of  jungle  fowl.  The 
fact  remains,  however,  that  in  practically  the  whole  of 
the  exhibition  varieties  of  fowl  the  double  mating  system 
has  to  be  followed  to  attain  anything  like  the  ideal  of 
the  standards.  This  holds  good  even  in  whole-coloured 
varieties,  and,  moreover,  in  those  in  which  head  points 
are  a  chief  consideration.    As  an  example,  take  the 


White  Leghorn,  in  which  the  male  bird's  comb  has  to 
be  carried  upright  and  the  female's  well  drooped.  The 
most  likely  cock  for  the  purpose  of  breeding  pullets 
with  suitable  headgear  is  one  with  a  somewhat  thin  and 
falling  comb.  On  the  other  hand,  a  suitable  hen  for  the 
production  of  good-headed  cockerels  must  have  a  thick 
and  almost  upright  comb.  Yet  neither  of  these  birds 
would  be  tolerated  in  the  show-pen.  Thus  do  we  find, 
in  most  breeds,  fanciers  who  are  noted  for  the  excellence 
of  their  cockerel  strain  or  for  that  of  their  pullet  strain  ; 
yet  seldom  does  it  happen  that  both  appear  to  perfection  . 
in  the  one. 

It  must  be  acknowledged  that  with  breeders  of  certain 
varieties  there  is  a  tendency  just  now  to  revert  to  the 
single  mating  system,  although  so  far,  at  any  rate,  it 
cannot  be  said  to  have  met  with  a  great  deal  of  success. 
Perhaps  the  double  mating  plan  is  the  outcome  of  the 
ideal  of  the  present-day  standards  demanding  more 
brilliant  colours  in  the  female  birds,  since  in  a  state  of 
nature  the  females  are  of  a  sombre  tint.  Nevertheless, 
these  natural  tints  are  apparently  insufficient  to  please 
the  majority  of  those  poultry-keepers  who  place  fancy 
points  before  other  considerations.  Probably,  as  a  writer 
in  a  contemporary  has  pointed  out,  if  single  mating 
were  universally  adopted,  it  would  induce  more  poultry- 
keepers  to  take  up  the  Fancy  side  of  the  business.  Yet 
it  is  very  questionable  indeed  if  in  those  circumstances 
the  poultry  Fancy  would  prove  to  be  the  attraction 
which  it  undoubtedly  is  to-day.  Then,  again,  if  the 
standards  of  excellence  were  so  altered  as  to  make  it 
possible  to  revert  to  single  mating  for  the  production  of 
show  specimens,  we  would  be  practically  going  back  to 
the  days  of  our  forefathers,  and  would  be  starting  all 
over  again  ;  and  there  is  nothing  to  lead  one  to  suppose 
that  it  would  last  for  long,  since  it  would  undoubtedly 
lower  the  value  of  fancy  stock  all  round.  In  the  vast 
majority  of  cases  the  keeping  of  strictly  utility  poultry 
is  not  a  business  which  can  support  itself ;  but  I 
contend,  since  it  has  been  proved,  that  when  the  Fancy 
enters  into  it,  so-called  poultry-farming  can  be  success- 
iully  undertaken.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  go  into 
figures  to  demonstrate  my  contention.  The  question  of 
expense  and  so  forth  was  never  better  set  out  than  in 
the  May  issue  of  the  Record  in  Mr.  Edward  Brown's 
article  on  "  Poultry-Farming  as  a  Business."  And  those 
who  contemplate  taking  up  poultry  on  a  large  scale  will 
find  it  to  their  advantage  to  have  that  advice  for  ever 
before  them. 

Another  factor  which  in  my  opinion  militates  against 
the  success  of  many  novices  is  that  too  olten  they  are 
induced  to  commence  with  a  breed  which  recjuires  all 
the  "art"  of  the  experienced  fancier  to  produce  in  any- 
thing like  perfection.  It  may  be  accepted  as  a  fact 
that  all  birds  of  marking — those  in  which  lacing,  spang- 
ling, barring,  pencilling,  and  their  like  are  the  chief 
points — are  much  more  difficult  to  breed  to  standard 
requirements  than  are  the  whole-coloured  varieties. 
Hence,  when  making  his  debut  in  the  poultry  Fancy,  a 
novice  is  well  advised  to  take  up  one  of  the  latter  in 
preference.    Certainly,  good  whole-coloured  fowls,  such 
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as  Blacks,  Buffs,  and  Whites,  require  to  be  thoroughly 
understood  to  be  mated  and  bred  with  satisfactory 
results  ;  but  they  will  provide  the  novice  with  sufficient 
to  interest  him  and  give  him  a  good  grounding  for  the 
other  and  more  difficult  kinds. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  just  like  to  remark  that  even 
when  in  possession  of  representative  specimens  many 
novices  fail  to  exhibit  the  chief  points  of  their  poultry  to 
advantage.  It  is  one  thing  to  have  a  good  bird,  and 
quite  another  the  showing  of  it.  To  be  properly  staged 
most  fowls  require  a  certain  amount  of  training  and 
preparation.  Throughout  the  Fancy  certain  means  are 
adopted  to  rectify  defects,  and  they  may  be  divided  into 
legitimate  and  otherwise.  With  faking  and  trimming, 
however,  the  aspiring  fancier  should  have  nothing  to  do  ; 


THE  BROWN  LEGHORN. 

^^^^MONG  the  few  varieties  of  fowl  which  have  been 
bred  and  exhibited  continuously  in  this  country 
for  more  than  thirty  years,  and  which  still  maintain 
their  popularity,  there  is  not  one  to  excel  the  Brown 
Leghorn.  To  the  uninitiated  it  may  be  a  matter  of 
surprise  that  in  these  days,  when  the  rush  is  for  any- 
thing new,  a  breed  which  made  its  first  appearance  in 
this  country  in  1872  should  be  still  "going  strong." 
But  it  is  a  fact,  nevertheless,  that  the  Brown  Leghorn 
is  one  of  the  most  popular  of  those  birds  of  marking 
which  are  bred  to  a  standard  of  excellence.  And  there 
is  a  good  reason  for  it.  As  a  variety  which  combines 
the  useful  with  the  beautiful  it  has  not  a  superior.    It  is 
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suffice  it  for  liim  to  understand  how  to  dress  a  fowl 
legitimately  for  exhibition.  It  would  be  going  over 
recently  trodden  ground  to  deal  with  the  subject  at  any 
length  here,  since  in  the  November  issue  of  the 
Record  there  was  an  article  on  "  Preparing  Fowls  for 
Show"  which  contains  hints  for  the  novice  in  that 
direction.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  "  if  a  thing  is  worth 
doing  it  is  worth  doing  well."  If  the  beginner  on 
entering  the  poultry  Fancy  wishes  eventually  to 
take  a  place  in  the  front  rank  he  must  go  into 
the  thing  thoroughly  atjd  not  be  discouraged  by 
any  difficulties  or  disappointments  which  may 
arise. 


a  good  breed  for  the  back-yard  poultry-keeper,  and 
eminently  suited  for  those  fanciers  who  like  to  try  their 
hand  at  breeding  other  than  whole-coloured  fowls. 

The  Brown,  as  an  exhibition  variety,  has  not  been 
bred  very  much  from  the  original  standard  as  regards 
size  and  general  characteristics,  although  the  colour  has 
been  very  much  improved.  W^e  do  not  see  in  it  the 
high  carriage  of  the  wings,  the  round  back,  the  coarse 
bone,  and  other  indications  of  foreign  blood  having  been 
infused.  Nevertheless,  it  would  be  absurd  to  say  that  the 
Brown  has  never  been  out-crossed.  It  has,  on  more 
than  one  occasion  ;  but  it  has  been  done  so  carefully 
that  seldom  does  one  find  in  the  specimens  exhibited 
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any  sign  of  it.  Compared  with  other  varieties  of  the 
same  breed,  the  Brown,  more  especially  on  the  male  side, 
is  somewhat  short  legged  ;  but  the  contour  of  the  body 


MR,  VERREY'S   BROWN   LEGHORN  \CoPyright. 
COCKEREL,  "THE  DUKE." 

and  the  carriage  of  the  head  and  tail  are  distinctly 
characteristic  of  the  Italian  breeds. 

The  cock's  head  is  fine  and  the  eyes  are  bright  ;  the 
neck  is  carried  well  up  ;  the  body  is  practically  heart- 
shaped,  and  altogether  the  carriage  of  the  male  bird  is 


A  WINNING  BROWN  LEGHORN  HEN.  [Cofyinght. 


bold  and  active  ;  in  fact,  very  similar  to  that  of  the 
exhibition  stamp  of  Old  English  Game.  The  hen  dififers 
only  slightly  from  the  cock,  sex,  of  course,  being  taken 
into  consideration.  As  regards  colour,  it  may  be  said 
to  resemble  somewhat  closely  that  of  the  so-called 
jungle  fowl,  the  supposed  originator  of  the  domestic  fowl 
of  the  present  day.  On  close  examination,  however,  it 
differs,  the  Brown  Leghorn  hen  being  of  a  brighter  tint 
altogether  than  the  jungle  hen. 

The  chief  difficulties  in  breeding  the  Brown  for  exhibi- 
tion purposes  are  to  get  a  clean  hackle  striping  in  the 
male  birds,  with  bright  body  colour,  and  a  soft  level  tone 
of  pencilling  free  Irom  rustiness  in  the  females.  Too 
often  the  cocks  are  shown  with  light  and  washy  hackles 
of  the  Game  colour,  or  even  pale  straw,  and  almost 
devoid  of  black  striping.  In  the  hens  it  is  not  rare  to- 
find  shaftiness  on  the  back,  rather  coarse  pencilling,  and 
rustiness  or  "foxiness"  on  the  sides  or  wings. 

The  Brown  Leghorn,  however,  is  a  decidedly  pretty 
bird,  and,  given  well-bred  specimens  with  which  to  start, 
it  is  not  very  difficult  to  breed  really  good  exhibition 
stock.  As  in  most  breeds  of  Fancy  fowls,  the  double 
mating  system  has  to  be  followed  to  produce  suitable 
males  and  females. 


MEN  AND  MATTERS. 

By  W.  W.  BROOMHEAD. 

A  Famous  Ii/sli  Yard — The  Rci'.  T.  W.  Stitrgcs — Mr^ 
Cass's  Oi-piiiiltoiis — A  Xotc  from  Pool — Rosc-comhcd 
Flymoiiili  Rocks  —  The  Combined  Shoxv  —  Another 
''Conduncd"  Show — The  Wyandotte  Bantam  Club. 

A  Famous  Irish  Yard. 

Among  Irish  exhibitors  of  Plymouth  Rocks  and  all- 
round  judges  of  poultry,  none  is,  perhaps,  better  known 
than  Miss  May  MacQuillan,  of  Great  Clonard,  Wexford,, 
who  is  the  Record's  special  correspondent  for  the 
midland  district  of  Ireland.  The  Barred  variety  of  the 
Plymouth  Rock  is  probably  the  most  favoured  in  Miss 
MacQuillan's  poultry  establishment,  but  the  Partridge 
Wyandotte  also  finds  a  place  there,  and  the  result  of 
the  hatching  season  is  about  four  hundred  odd  chickens 
of  those  two  varieties.  Five  pens  of  Plymouth  Rocks 
were  mated  last  season,  and  among  the  stock  were  the 
pick  of  the  1907  and  1908  winners.  Soundness  of  colour 
is  a  great  point  in  this  Wexford  yard,  and,  as  Miss 
MacQuillan  says,  she  does  not  like  a  pattern  of  Barring 
which  looks  well  at  a  distance  but  does  not  stand  close 
inspection.  Since  the  stock  birds  at  Great  Clonard  are 
allowed  out  in  all  weathers,  there  are  never  many  adults 
m  show  condition  for  the  summer  events,  and  the  year's 
chickens  are  depended  on  in  the  autumn  and  winter  to 
keep  up  the  high  reputation  of  the  strain.  One  of  the 
pens  this  year  was  headed  by  a  son  of  an  historical 
Plymouth  Rock  cock,  a  bird  which  was  purchased  for 
fresh  blood.  But  despite  the  assertion  so  often  made  by 
those  who  are  not  enamoured  of  inbreeding  that  line- 
bred  fancy  stock  are  not  to  be  relied  on,  it  is  refreshing 
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to  be  able  to  record  that  the  ofifspring  of  the  foregoing 
pen  were  all  strong-  and  no  trouble  to  rear,  and  that, 
to  quote  Miss  MacQuillan,  "ten    or  twelve  chickens 
from  each  hatch  should  be  good  enough  for  anyone." 
The  Rev.  T.  W.  Sturges. 

Writing  from  Marston  Vicarage,  Northwich,  Cheshire, 
the  Rev.  T.  W.  Sturges,  M.A.,  informs  me  that  he  has 
had  a  very  satisfactory  hatching  season,  his  Leghorns 
of  all  varieties  and  White  Orpingtons  being  especially 
promising.  Mr.  Sturges  is  doubtless  known  to  most 
readers  of  the  Record  as  an  enthusiastic  fancier  and  a 
successful  breeder  and  exhibitor  of  poultry.  He  has 
recently  been  adding  to  his  fame  in  another  direction. 
As  author  of  "Poultry  Culture  for  Profit"  he  has  made 
a  name  in  poultry  literature,  while  his  latest  work,  "The 
Poultry  Manual,"  should  add  further  to  his  reputation 
as  an  authority  whose  advice  is  well  worth  following. 
This  latter  book  is  unquestionably  a  guide  to  the 
breeder  and  exhibitor  of  high-class  stock,  and  the 
chapter  on  colour  is  handled  in  a  masterly  manner,  and 
is,  in  my  opinion,  the  most  interesting  part  of  this  most 
interesting  work.  However,  the  book  is  exhaustively 
dealt  with  in  the  review  columns,  so  there  is  no  need  to 
say  more  of  it  here. 

Mr.  Cass's  Orpingtons. 

Among  fanciers  of  the  Buff  Orpington — and  their  name 
is  legion — one  of  the  most  prominent,  considering  the 
practically  short  time  that  he  has  been  in  the  Fancy,  is 
Mr.  Edward  A.  Cass,  of  Candlesby  House,  Burgh  S.O., 
Lincolnshire.  It  is  not  much  more  than  half  a  dozen 
years  since  he  went  in  seriously  for  fancy  fowls,  but  he 
is  one  of  the  few  who  has  "  scored  off  his  own  bat ' 
rather  than  paid  long  prices  for  well-known  winners. 
He  has,  in  fact,  shown  only  one  bird  which  he  has  not 
bred  ;  he  is  a  staunch  believer  in  scientific  breeding, 
and  it  is  due  solely  to  his  great  care  in  selecting  and 
mating  his  stock  that  his  strain  of  Buff  Orpingtons  has 
been  bred  to  a  high  state  of  perfection.  He  writes  to 
me  that  he  has  had  a  grand  hatching  season  this  year, 
and  although  he  has  reared  just  under  300  chickens  (his 
total  generally  far  exceeds  that  number)  he  has  made 
up  for  it  in  quality  ;  in  fact,  he  says,.  "  I  went  through 
57  pullets  a  day  or  so  ago,  and  after  culling  hard  I  could 
kill  only  the  odd  seven  of  them,  the  others  coming  up 
to  the  full  test— best  of  type  and  sound  throughout.'' 
There  should  be  some  keen  com-petition  in  Buff 
Orpingtons  at  the  classical  shows  this  season. 
A  Note  from  Pool. 

Mention  Pool  in  Fancy  circles,  and  one  does  not 
connect  it  with  a  game  of  skill,  but  with  Quarry  Farm 
and  Messrs.  Whitaker  and  Tootill's  birds.  Here  is  a 
stud  of  White  Leghorns,  Black  Minorcas,  and  White 
Orpingtons  which  has  certainly  not  a  superior  in  the 
world,  and  very  few,  if  any,  equals  ;  in  fact  the  proprie- 
tors claim  that  it  is  the  strongest  and  most  successful 
stud  ever  established.  At  any  rate,  during  the  past  five 
seasons  birds  from  this  famous  yard  have  been  awarded 
over  fifty-five  challenge  cups,  thirty  gold  medals,  and 
2,500  special,  first,  and  other  prizes.    That  is  something 


of  a  record  ;  and  when  it  is  mentioned  that  among  the 
wins  are  the  50-guinea  trophy  and  the  British  Minorca 
Club's  championship  prizes  at  the  Club  Shows  of  1905, 
1906,  1907,  and  1908,  both  Leghorn  Club's  White 
Leghorn  challenge  cups  outright  (three  years  in  suc- 
cession), and  the  Poultry  Club's  champion  medal  at  the 
White  Orpington  Club  Shows  of  1906,  1907,  and  1908, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  successes  have  been  made  in 
keen  competition.  But  the  partners  do  not  believe  in 
running  their  birds  round  to  all  the  small  "  meets  "  ; 
they  generally  have  their  young  stock  ready  for  the 
useful  events,  when  it  is  their  practice  to  concentrate. 
If  other  large  fanciers  would  do  likewise  it  would  give 
the  novice  a  chance,  and  make  competition  at  the  most 
important  fixtures  all  the  keener.  Writing  of  the  hatch- 
ing season,  Messrs.  Whitaker  and  Tootill  inform  me 
that  on  the  whole  the  results  are  very  satisfactory  as 
far  as  regards  quality.  Early  in  the  season  the  quantity 
was  1  educed  by  the  unpropitious  weather  of  February 
and  March,  but  the  later-hatched  chickens  have  done 
splendidly,  and  are  most  promising. 
Rose-combed  Plymouth  Rocks. 

In  favour  of  the  Rose-combed  Plymouth  Rock  it  is 
stated  that  since  the  original  fowls  of  the  breed  were 
produced  from  Dominiques  and  Brahmas  the  present- 
day  single-comb  must  have  been  bred  from  the  single- 
comb  "sports,"  and  that  it  is  merely  reverting  to  the 
original  Plymouth  Rock  to  have  it  adorned  with  a  rose- 
comb.    That  may  be.    The  chief  objection,  however,  is 
that  it  too  closely  resembles  the  Cuckoo  Wyandotte. 
This  objection,  in  my  opinion,  does  not  carry  much 
weight,  because,  until  last  show  season,  when  two  or 
three  specimens  were  exhibited,  no  doubt  as  a  move 
to  checkmate  the  other  breed,  the  Cuckoo  Wyandotte 
was  practically  a  dead  letter  in  the  Fancy.    But  there 
is  this  fear — namely,  if  the  rose  type  of  comb  were 
permitted   in   the    Barred    Plymouth  Rock  it  would 
probably  also  be  allowed  in  other  varieties  of  that 
breed,  such  as  the  Black,  the  Bufif,  and  the  White.  In 
that  case  there  would  certainly  not  be  a  great  deal  of 
difference  between  the  Plymouth  Rock  and  the  Wyan- 
dotte.    It  would  be  a  case  of  a  distinction  without  a 
difference,  and  it  would  be  an  easy  matter  to  obtain 
both  breeds  from  the  same  mating.     And  that  is  not 
what  the  poultry  Fancy  generally  desires.    We  already 
have  two  varieties  of  other  breeds  (I  refer  to  the  Jubilee 
Orpington  and  the  Speckled   Sussex)   practically  the 
same  in  every  detail,  although  their  type  of  body  should 
be  different  ;  but  I  fear  that  the  Fancy  will  not  take 
kindly  to  others.     Moreover,  fanciers  have  for  years 
been  accustomed  to  consider  the  Plymouth  Rock  solely 
as  a  breed  with  a  single-comb,  just  as  we  consider  the 
Wyandotte  as  purely  a  Rose-combed  breed.  However, 
those  who  have  bred,  and  are  breeding,  the  Rose-combed 
Barred  Plymouth  Rock  are  not  to  be  so  lightly  put  off", 
and  if  a  club  for  the  variety  is  not  exactly  in  existence  it 
shortly  will  be,  and  time  alone  will  prove  whether  the 
variety  will  be  recognised  as  a  new  one,  or  whether  it 
will   sink  into   oblivion  or    merge   into   the  Cuckoo 
Wyandotte. 
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The  Combined  Show. 

Apparently  things  are  not  moving  as  quickly  as  they 
might  in  connection  with  the  projected  idea  of  holding  a 
great  combined  Specialist  Club  Show  in  1910,  and 
Messrs.  W.  J.  Golding  and  W.  M.  Bell,  who  are 
engineering  the  scheme,  have  again  circularised  the 
specialist  clubs  on  the  matter.  It  has  been  decided  to 
hold  a  meeting  at  the  forthcoming  Dairy  Show  (October 
5,  6,  7,  and  8),  and  to  invite  all  clubs  to  send  a  delegate 
or  delegates  to  that  meeting.  As  I  pointed  out  in  my 
notes  in  the  July  Record,  the  present  is  not  a  good 
time  of  the  year  in  which  to  work  up  sufficient 
enthusiasm  on  such  a  subject  to  enable  its  promoters  to 
make  much  headway,  since  very  few  of  the  specialist 
clubs  hold  their  meetings  during  the  summer.  But  the 
matter  should  be  got  in  hand  at  once,  even  for  a  show 
to  be  held  in  the  1910-11  season,  because  the  details  in 
connection  with  such  a  large  affair  as  the  combination 
would  surely  be  cannot  be  rushed  through  at  the 
eleventh  hour.  I  see  that  a  guarantee  fund  is  being 
formed,  and  that  is  certamly  a  move  in  the  right 
direction.  It  should  be  a  large  one,  and  it  no  doubt  will 
be,  since  there  are  plenty  of  "  moneyed  "  members  of  the 
specialist  clubs  who  are  sufficiently  wide  awake  to  see 
the  benefit  of  such  a  fund.  It  is  rumoured  that  the 
scheme  is  meeting  with  opposition  in  certain  cjuarters, 
on  the  grounds  that  such  a  combination  would  be  detri- 
mental to  the  success  of  other  classical  events.  But  I 
question  whether  there  is  any  reason  for  it.  The  Fancy 
has  already  witnessed  two  of  the  biggest  poultry  shows 
in  the  world  held  in  London  on  the  same  days,  and 
neither  appeared  to  suffer  to  any  great  extent  because 
they  clashed.  However,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  there 
would  not  be  a  repetition  of  such  clashing  ;  and  London 
is  surely  big  enough  to  "run"  two  poultry  shows  of  an 
extensive  nature  in  one  season.  There  are  other  venues 
than  "  the  great  glass  house"  at  Sydenham — to  wit,  the 
Royal  Horticultural  Hall  at  Westminster  and  the 
Alexandra  Palace  at  Hornsey,  to  name  only  two. 

Another  "Combined"  Show. 

Mention  of  the  suggested  combined  show  of  the 
specialist  poultry  clubs  reminds  me  of  a  combination 
on  a  smaller  scale.  I  refer  to  the  Grand  United 
Metropolitan  Show  which  was  launched  last  season. 
The  object  of  this  combination  is  to  promote  a  grand 
annual  show,  open  to  members  of  affiliated  societies 
having  their  headquarters  within  the  London  postal 
area,  to  be  held  within  a  radius  of  three  miles  from 
St.  Paul's  Cathedral.  It  may  be  thought  that  the  area 
is  somewhat  limited,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that 
there  are  many  fanciers'  societies  with  headquarters 
within  it,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  such  a  venture 
should  not  indeed  be  a  grand  one.  It  should  certainly 
be  the  means  of  creating  keener  competition  among  the 
members  and  of  inducing  those  fanciers  who  are  not 
members  of  any  metropolitan  club  to  join  one  and  so 
participate  in  the  good  things  that  are  pro\  ided.  This 
year's  show  is  to  be  held  on  November  23,  at  the 
Lambeth  Baths,  the  venue,  by  the  way,  of  the  Poultry 


Club  Show  in  1900.  Mr.  A.  Watson,  of  116,  Maurice- 
avenue,  Noel  Park,  Wood  Green,  London,  N.,  is  the 
hon.  secretary.  The  question  of  dividing  any  profit  or 
making  up  a  loss  that  might  be  incurred  at  the  annual 
show  has  been  settled,  and  the  basis  for  it  is  sound — 
viz.,  profits  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  entries  made 
by  each  society,  losses  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
members  in  each  society.  It  can  be  imagined  that  the 
more  societies  to  enter  the  combination,  the  better 
chance  there  will  be  of  the  affair  being  a  success. 

The  Wyandotte  Bantam  Club. 

The  Wyandotte  Bantam  Club,  of  which  I  wrote 
briefly  in  last  month's  notes,  is  now  an  accomplished 
fact,  so  it  rests  with  its  members  to  make  it  one  of  the 
strongest  and  most  influential  specialist  Bantam  clubs 
of  the  age.  There  are  already  fifty  odd  names  on  the  book, 
and  probably  a  great  many  more  fanciers  are  awaiting 
developments  before  joining.  The  subscription  is  low, 
half  a  crown  per  annum,  so  that  no  one  interested  in 
Wyandotte  Bantams  has  an  excuse  for  not  joining. 
"  He  who  pays  quickly  pays  twice,"  and  helps  on  the 
the  working  of  a  club.  Mr.  Tom  R.  Grant,  of  Sunny 
Bank,  Abbotts-lane,  Coventry,  is  the  hon.  secretary. 
He  will  be  pleased  to  hear  from  Record  readers 
who  desire  to  join  the  club.  The  varieties  represented 
by  the  fanciers  who  have  already  joined  are  Par- 
tridge, Silver  -  pencilled,  Columbian,  White,  Cuckoo, 
Black,  Blue-laced,  Buff-laced,  and  Gold-laced.  Classes 
for  Wyandotte  Bantams  will  be  provided  at  Bingley 
Show  on  September  1,  at  Hayward's  Heath  on 
September  16  and  17,  at  Penistone  on  August  26,  for 
any  variety  ;  also  at  Worsley  Show  on  August  13,  for 
chickens.  Classes  for  Blacks  will  be  put  on  at  Kenil- 
worth  Show  on  August  12,  at  Chester  on  August  25,  at 
the  International  (Crystal  Palace)  from  November  16 
to  18,  at  Birmingham  from  November  27  to  December  2, 
at  Dudley  on  December  8  and  9,  and  at  Bromsgrove  on 
December  14,  and  probably  also  at  Sutton  Coldfield  and 
Market  Weighton  Shows,  while  classes  for  Blue-laced 
will  be  guaranteed  at  the  International  and  also  at  the 
Blue-laced  Wyandotte  Club  Show. 


SOME  RECENT  SHOWS. 

'T^HE  severe  gales  prevalent  throughout  the  country 
towards  the  end  of  July  played  havoc  in  many 
parts,  and  more  than  one  society  will  have  to  chronicle 
its  show  as  a  failure  for  no  other  reason  than  that  the 
weather  was  against  success.  The  Vale  of  Conway 
Fanciers'  Association  held  a  show  at  Llandudno,  which 
promised  to  be  one  of  the  best  events  of  the  Principality  ; 
but  a  heavy  wind  that  sprang  up  in  the  early  morning- 
blew  down  the  large  poultry  tent  and  caused  much 
confusion,  some  exhibits  eventually  going  astray.  It 
also  interfered  seriously  with  the  "gate,"  and  the  attend- 
ance of  the  public  (always  an  important  item  from  a 
financial  aspect)  was  very  meagre.  The  Poultry  Club, 
specials  which  were  competed  for  were  won  as  follows  : 
Medal  for  the  best  fowl  in  the  show  and  cup  for  the 


September,  1909. 


THE   ILLUSTRATED   POULTRY  RECORD. 


729 


best  hen,  Mr.  Lee's  Wheaten  Old  English  Game  ;  cup 
for  the  best  cock  in  the  show  and  for  the  best  Orping- 
ton, Mr.  Mihon  Bode's  Black  cockerel  ;  Plymouth  Rock 
cup,  Mr.  Horbury's  White  cock  ;  Wyandotte  cup,  Mr. 
Watson's  Partridge  cock.  The  success  of  the  Denbigh 
and  Flint  Society's  show  at  Colwyn  Bay  on  the  follow- 
ing day  was  also  marred  by  the  boisterous  weather. 
The  morning  opened  with  heavy  showers,  and  although 
the  sun  came  out  later  the  wind  got  up,  and  no  sooner 
had  judging  been  completed  than  several  of  the  tent 
poles  snapped.  Two  or  three  of  the  adjoining  tents 
were  blown  down,  and  without  more  ado  fanciers  who 
were  present  began  to  remove  their  birds,  with  the 
result  that  soon  after  2  p.m.  many  of  the  best 
specimens  were  on  their  homeward  journey.  The  chief 
special  prizes  at  this  event  were  won  by  Miss  Babcock's 
Spangled  Old  English  Game  cock,  local  cup  ;  Mr. 
Brandon  Smith's  Barred  Plymouth  Rock  hen,  champion 
cup  for  best  fowl  in  show,  Poultry  Club  hen  and  breed 
cups  ;  Mr.  Millon  Bode's  Black  Orpington  cockerel, 
cup  for  best  cock  in  show  and  breed  cup,  as  at 
Llandudno  ;  and  Mr.  Watson's  Partridge  Wyandotte 
cock,  breed  cup,  with  the  Llandudno  winner. 

The  Royal  Northern  at  Kittybrewster,  Aberdeen, 
came  off  during  fine  weather,  and  with  a  large  entry  and 
a  big  attendance  of  the  public  it  was  a  most  successful 
show.  The  local  challenge  cup  (confined  to  exhibitors 
residing  in  the  counties  of  Aberdeen,  Banff,  Kincardine 
and  Moray)  was  won  by  Mr.  Davidson's  Silver  Dorking 
hen  ;  the  Society's  medal  for  the  best  cock  by  Mr. 
Morgan's  Black  Orpington  ;  and  for  the  best  hen  by 
Lord  Leith's  White  Wyandotte  ;  the  Poultry  Club's 
breed  cups  by  Lord  Leith's  Barred  Plymouth  Rock 
cock,  Mr.  Henderson's  Brown  Leghorn  cockerel,  Mr. 
Argo's  Silver  Wyandotte  hen,  and  Mr.  Reid's  Buff 
Orpington  cock,  which  also  secured  the  Branch  cup. 
The  "  Highland  "  at  Aberdeen  followed  closely  on  the 
Royal  Northern,  and  there  was  a  good  turn-out  of 
poultry — better,  in  fact,  than  it  has  been  for  some 
time  at  the  shows  of  that  Society.  It  was  a  pity,  how- 
ever, that  owing  to  the  hide-bound  rules  which  always 
obtain  at  the  event,  members  of  the  Press  were  not 
permitted  to  enter  the  poultry-shed  until  the  whole  of 
the  awards  were  made  and  the  public  were  allowed  in  ; 
and  since  judging  was  not  completed  until  late  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  opening  day,  it  caused  much  incon- 
venience to  those  Pressmen  who  had  to  take  notes.  I 
wonder  if  those  who  make  such  rules  are  aware  that  it 
casts  a  reflection  on  the  integrity  of  the  judges  and  of 
those  gentlemen  who  officiate  as  stewards  ? 

The  late  Tunbridge  Wells  Show  was  not  what  it  used 
to  be,  and  altogether,  so  far  as  the  poultry  section  was 
concerned,  it  was  disappointing.  No  fewer  than  twenty- 
two  of  the  original  seventy-six  classes  were  cancelled, 
lack  of  support  being  noticeable  chiefly  in  the  Bantams. 
Some  of  the  classes  which  were  allowed  to  stand,  how- 
ever, did  not  compare  very  favourably  with  the  display 
at  former  events,  and  this  was  particularly  the  case 
in  Black  Wyandottes  and  Buff  Orpingtons.  It  was 
pleasing,  nevertheless,   to  find  an  excellent  entry  of 


Sussex  fowls  ;  and  although  the  total  did  not  reach  that 
at  Hove  Show  the  previous  week  (there  was  a  record  at 
the  county  event)  it  was  decidedly  good,  seventy-five  in 
six  classes,  and  proved  that  the  breed  is  "going  strong  " 
in  the  South-east.  The  Leicester  County  Show  at 
Hinckley  was  another  disappointment  ;  the  entry 
throughout  was  poor,  although  quality  was  not  lacking. 
The  eighteen  classes  for  adult  fowls  mustered  only 
sixty-eight,  and  although  chickens  were  forward  in  fair 
numbers,  taken  as  a  whole  and  compared  with  former 
events  of  the  Society  the  poultry  section  appeared  to  me 
to  be  but  a  shadow  of  the  past.  Whether  the  meagre 
display  was  due  to  reduced  prize-money,  to  the  event 
not  being  held  under  Poultry  Club  Rules,  to  its  clashing 
with  more  important  exhibitions,  or  to  the  fact  that  it 
was  not  judiciously  advertised  matters  not  ;  it  was  not 
what  one  is  accustomed  to  find  in  connection  with  the 
Leicester  series.  In  some  classes  prizes  were  withheld 
"for  want  of  merit,"  so  I  was  informed,  but  it  certainly 
looked  as  though  want  of  quantity  had  more  to  do  with 
tha  matter ;  it  caused  much  grumbling,  which  is  not 
surprising. 

Blackpool  Show  is  always  a  popular  fixture  ;  it  offers 
the  farming  fraternity  a  double  event,  an  agricultural 
show  and  seaside  festivities,  of  which  many  take 
advantage,  needless  to  add.  Behind  Blackpool,  how- 
ever, there  is  a  large  stretch  of  agricultural  land,  known 
as  the  Fylde  district,  and  since  large  egg  marts  are 
held  regularly  in  the  neighbourhood  and  poultry  is  well 
to  the  fore  on  all  the  farms,  it  offers  the  poultry  fancier 
a  chance  to  combine  business  with  pleasure.  The 
Poultry  Show  was  a  two-day  affair  this  year,  but  the 
entry  was  low,  the  best  -  filled  classes  being  for 
Orpington  and  Andalusian  hens  with  six  each.  The 
ever-popular  "  Royal  Lanes  "  came  off  this  year  in  the 
suburbs  of  Southport,  and  the  event  was  visited  by 
thousands  of  people.  The  show  yard  was  well  arranged, 
but  the  torrential  rain  which  fell  from  the  early  hours 
until  noon  of  the  third  day  (the  fixture  extends  from 
Thursday  to  Monday)  resulted  in  several  parts  of  the 
ground  being  under  watei',  although  as  a  powerful 
pumping-engine  was  got  to  work  on  the  flood  it  was 
soon  dispersed.  The  poultry  section  of  the  event  was, 
as  usual,  a  strong  one  and  thoroughly  representative, 
and  many  well-known  winners,  both  old  birds  and 
chickens  of  the  year,  were  exhibited.  Not  the  least 
important  feature  were  the  utility  classes,  which  were 
well  filled,  and  the  Society  deserves  every  praise  for  its 
efforts  to  encourage  this  part  of  poultry  culture. 

No  fewer  than  twenty-four  poultry  shows  were  held  on 
August  Bank  Holiday,  and  in  most  instances  they  were 
about  up  to  the  usual.  The  "gate,"  with  the  fine 
weather  which  prevailed  throughout  the  land,  appears 
to  have  been  satisfactory  in  each  instance.  The  other 
chief  events  of  the  past  month  were  the  great  Yorkshire 
Show  at  Beverley  on  the  10th,  11th,  and  12th  ;  Ennis- 
corthy.  County  Wexford,  on  the  17th  ;  Worsley, 
Lancaster,  and  Fleet,  all  o.i  the  18th  ;  the  Hallam  and 
Ecclesall,  at  Sheffield,  on  the  19th  ;  Chester,  on  the 
25th  ;  and  Penistone  and  Sandy,  both  on  the  26th. 
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Selection  of  Males. 

For  the  sole  purpose  of  table  egg-production  the 
presence  of  a  male  bird  in  a  pen  is  as  unnecessary  as  it 
is  undesirable,  infertile  eggs  retaining  their  freshness 
much  more  successfully  than  those  in  which  the  germ 
has  been  impregnated,  and  the  yield  not  being  helped 
by  the  mere  fact  of  mating.  That  some  of  our  foreign 
competitors  send  us  infertile  eggs  is  a  fact  to  be  noted, 
as  an  example  worth  following.  For  other  purposes, 
however,  the  selection  of  desirable  males  is  a  matter 
demanding  much  more  careful  consideration  than  it  often 
receives  from  commercial  producers.  The  retention 
within  his  own  control  of  a  producer's  own  breeding 
stock,  as  regards  both  sexes,  is  very  desirable  in  the 
interests  of  the  preservation  of  essential  characters — 
which  are  as  important  in  breeding  for  market  as  lor  the 
show-pen — if  this  can  be  managed  with  the  avoidance 
of  the  evils  of  close  breeding.  Nevertheless,  the  cir- 
cumstances of  many  breeders  do  not  permit  the  suc- 
cessful following  of  such  a  course,  owing  to  the  obvious 
requirements  as  regards  available  land,  not  to  mention 
the  time  and  labour  involved.  As  a  result  of  such 
limitations  a  very  large  number  of  relatively  small 
breeders  purchase  the  reciuired  males  in  the  autumn,  in 
a  more  or  less  haphazard  manner.  The  introduction  of 
an  unrelated  male  into  a  breeding-pen  is  always  a  risky 
proceeding,  whatever  the  object  of  the  production,  and 
is  undoubtedly  the  true  cause  of  much  disappointment — 
despite  certain  much-advocated  advantages  which  are 
generally  advanced  without  any  reservation.  To  know 
and  be  able  to  recognise  the  desirable  points  in  a  male 
is  one  thing,  but  to  be  in  a  position  to  form  some  opinion 
as  to  the  course  of  breeding  in  mating  a  purchased 
rooster  with  one's  own  hens  and  pullets  is  another 
matter  entirely.  When  purchase  is  unavoidable  there 
should  be  absolute  confidence  between  seller  and 
buyer,  and  if  no  certainty  is  possible,  the  experience  of 


the  former  should  help  the  latter  to  minimise  the  risks 
attending  the  introduction  of  unknown  blood. 

Autumn  Feeding, 

It  is  a  recognised  rule  of  successful  stock-feeding  that 
the  quality  and  quantity  ot  the  food  shall  not  only  meet 
the  different  rec[uirements  of  the  various  descriptions 
of  fowls,  but  that  the  dietary  must  be  adjusted  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  season  ;  and  of  all  periods  that  of 
autumn  probably  presents  the  greatest  difficulties  as 
regards  the  due  application  of  feeding  rules.  Allowing 
for  annual  climatic  variation,  it  happens  more  often  than 
not  that  autumn  weather  is  more  or  less  deceptive, 
and  that  if  we  get  a  maximum  of  sunshine,  we  generally 
have  cold  winds  and  a  rapidly  falling  night  temperature. 
Young  stock,  pullets,  and  moulting  hens  are  very 
susceptible  in  such  circumstances,  and  it  is  in  some 
measure  a  critical  period  for  all  classes  of  stock,  unless 
the  management  is  equal  to  the  occasion.  The  increas- 
ing coldness  and  length  of  the  nights  suggest  the 
feeding  of  young  chickens  with  more  warming  food, 
and  the  last  meal  should  be  sustaining  in  character  ; 
the  judicious  use  of  small  or  kibbled  maize  is  often 
advisable,  and  this  corn  will  benefit  the  pullets  if  it  is 
not  fed  too  freely.  Birds  in  moult  must  be  suitably 
housed  and  given  nourishing  food.  The  stock  ducks 
should  be  allowed  some  meat,  and  condition  must  be 
maintained  in  the  old  geese.  As  the  supply  of  food  in 
the  fields  diminishes,  there  should  be  an  increase  in 
the  grain  allowance  of  the  turkey  poults. 

Autumn  Chickens. 

The  relative  scarcity  of  hatchable  eggs,  consequent 
upon  moulting  hens  and  immature  pullets  in  most  cases 
reduces  the  rearing-work  of  the  most  persistent  pro- 
ducers ;  nevertheless,  chicken-raising  is  now  worth 
while,  if  the  breeding-stock  is  in  good  condition  and 
properly  mated  for  autumn  work,  the  youngsters  matur- 
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ing  upon  a  rising  market.  Suitable  breeders  for  such 
a  production  are  the  early  "  broodies  that  have  moulted 
and  got  into  good  condition,  mated  with  a  young  and 
vigorous  male  ;  and  the  result  of  such  a  mating  should 
be  strong  chickens,  not  over-difficult  to  rear  during 
autumn  under  suitable  conditions.  The  highest  possible 
success  is,  however,  often  missed  owing  to  the  rearer's 
inability  to  appreciate  autumnal  influences.  Not  only 
must  there  be  another  change  of  rearing-ground,  but 
the  fresh  situation  must  be  chosen  with  a  view  to 
sufficient  shelter,  without  excluding  the  all-necessary 
sunshine,  every  ray  of  which  is  wanted  by  autumn 
chickens.  Especial  attention  should  be  given  to  the 
sleeping  quarters,  allowing  plenty  of  room  and  ample 
ventilation,  in  order  to  minimise  the  risks  involved  in 
changing  the  night  conditions  for  the  damp  and  chilly 
influences  of  early  mornings.  In  most  cases  of  failure 
in  autumn  rearing  the  chickens  are  the  product  of  an 
already  overworked  stock,  the  vitality  of  the  progeny  of 
lengthy  matings  being  necessarily  at  its  lowest  in  the 
autumn,  as  also  is  the  percentage  of  fertile  eggs. 

Autumn  Eggs. 

As  bearing  upon  the  average  shortage  of  hatchable 
eggs  in  autumn,  it  is  probable  that  this  failure  in  suc- 
cessful production  would  be  to  some  considerable  extent 
prevented  if  farmers  would  realise  the  seasonable  ten- 
dency to  over-feeding.  Although  in  some  circumstances 
and  particulars  (as  previously  noted  in  reference  to  turkey 
poults)  field  food  is  diminishing,  there  are  other  direc- 
tions in  which  ordinary  fowls,  more  particularly,  are 
tempted  to  excess.  Personal  investigations  regarding 
the  causes  of  irregular  egg-yield  at  this  period  have  in 
most  cases  shown  that  birds  are  often  too  fat  in  autumn, 
and  frequently  diseased  in  consequence  ;  these  observa- 
tions being  confirmed  by  a  series  of  post-mortem 
examinations,  which  proved  that  not  only  an  inability  to 
lay,  but  death,  is  so  often  directly  due  to  an  excessive 
accumulation  of  fat.  These  experiences  were  nearly  all 
in  connection  with  fowls  kept  upon  farms,  where  they 
had  access  to  the  harvest  fields,  and  were,  in  addition  to 
frequent  sur.'eiting  abroad,  also  freely  fed  in  the  yard. 
Whilst  some  take  seasonable  and  economic  advantage 
of  the  harvest  and  run  their  fowls  upon  the  stubbles 
methodically,  others  fail  to  discriminate,  and  although 
they  may  recognise  the  difference  between  the  organic 
requirements  in  summer  and  winter,  there  is  a  failure 
to  make  allowance  for  the  more  or  less  adventitious 
advantages  of  the  season  and  the  situation. 


A  COLD  DOUCHE  ON  MODERN 
EGG-PRODUCTION. 

'^HE  following  quotation  from  "A  Biometrical  Study 
of  Egg-Production  in  the  Domestic  Fowl,"  by 
Raymond  Pearl,  Ph.D.,  and  F.  M.  Surface,  Ph.D  ,  of  the 
Maine  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  recently  pub- 
lished by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  shows 
that  egg-laying  in  abundance  is  no  new  thing,  not  a 


matter  of  laying  competitions  or  nineteenth  century 
methods  : 

"A  question  which  constantly  recurs  to  the  mind  of 
one  studying  the  problem  of  egg-production  is  :  How 
does  the  egg-production  of  the  '  improved '  strains  and 
breeds  of  the  present  day  compare  with  that  of  the 
domesticated  fowl  of  earlier  times  ? 

"  It  is  the  common  opinion  that,  with  the  greater 
attention  which  has  been  paid  m  recent  years  to  poultry- 
raising  as  a  definite  and  independent  branch  of  agricul- 
ture, there  has  been  a  great  improvetnent  in  the  so-called 
'  utility '  points  of  the  domestic  fowl.  There  have  un- 
questionably been  great  improvements  made  in  the  last 
twenty-five  years  in  the  management  of  poultry. 
Equally  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  with  this  improve- 
ment in  methods  of  management  there  has  been  a 
decided  betterment  in  the  general  average  condition,  in 
respect  to  '  utility '  points,  of  the  domestic  fowl.  It  is 
not  so  clear,  however,  whether  within  modern  times 
there  has  been  any  marked  amelioration  in  the  innate 
qualities  on  which  high  egg-production  depends.  This 
may  at  first  sight  appear  to  be  an  unwarranted  state- 
ment. A  study  of  the  available  evidence,  however,  we 
believe,  can  only  lead  to  the  position  of  doubt  on  the 
question  just  expressed. 

"It  should  be  understood  clearly  that  the  question  is 
not  as  to  whether,  for  example,  the  average  egg-produc- 
tion, within  a  given  period,  of  hens  in  general  is  at  the 
present  time  greater  than  it  was  fifty  or  a  hundred  years 
ago.  It  undoubtedly  is.  Rather,  the  significant  point 
is  whether,  if  a  given  lot  of  hens  of,  say,  a  century 
ago  had  been  fed,  housed,  and  handled  in  the 
same  way  that  our  so-called  best  laying  strains  are 
to-day,  their  egg-production  would  not  have  been  sub- 
stantially the  same  as  that  of  the  present-day  flock.  The 
answer  to  this  question,  so  far  as  egg-production  is 
concerned,  is  by  no  means  certain. 

"The  difficulty,  of  course,  lies  in  getting  adequate  and 
trustworthy  evidence  as  to  the  egg-producing  ability  of 
fowls  in  any  but  the  most  recent  times.  In  the  older 
literature  one  finds  plenty  of  statements  that  such  and 
such  a  breed  is  '  noted  for  its  excellence  in  laying,'  and 
the  like,  but  any  precise  statement  as  to  the  criterion  of 
'excellence  in  laying'  then  ,  in  vogue  is  almost  in- 
variably wanting.  Further,  when  numerical  data  are 
given  they  demand  the  most  careful  scrutiny  before  they 
can  be  accepted,  because  too  often  it  appears  from  the 
context  that  the  recorder  has  some  personal  interest  in 
making  the  egg-production  a  high  one.  in  such  cases 
the  data  must  obviously  be  taken  with  a  grain  of  salt. 
We  have  been  able,  however,  to  find  a  few  definite 
records  of  egg-production  in  earlier  times,  which  appear 
to  be  in  every  respect  trustworthy.  There  is  no  more 
reason  to  doubt  their  accuracy  than  there  is  to  doubt  the 
accuracy  of  any  quantitative  data  of  the  same  period.  A 
few  such  records  may  be  cited. 

"  In  the  Journal  of  Agricidfiirc  (English),  Vol. 
XL,  pp.  339  and  340,  the  following  detailed  records  of 
egg-production  are  given,  on  the  authority  of  the  editor, 
in  an  article  on  artificial  hatching  : 
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"  Produce  of  three  Poland  pullets  hatched  in  the  pre- 
ceding June, from  December  1,1835,  to  December  1,1836  : 
Eggs  laid.  Eggs  laid. 

December   I2       July    55 

January   50       August    55 

February    48       September    55 

March    50       Octob'er    25 

April   54       November    g 

May    55   

June    56  Total   524 

"These  figures  give  as  an  average  production  for  the 
year  174  67  eggs  per  bird,  certainly  a  very  creditable 
performance.  We  can  discover  no  reason  for  doubting 
the  accuracy  of  these  figures.  They  are  not  presented 
as  in  any  way  exceptional,  but  rather,  so  far  as  can  be 
judged  from  the  context,  as  a  definite  numerical  state- 
ment, by  way  of  illustration  of  what  any  poultry-raiser 
might  reasonably  expect  the  performance  of  his  hens  to 
be  under  ordinarily  favourable  conditions. 

"  Another  statement  of  the  same  general  tenor  is  to  be 
found  in  an  'Essay  on  the  Rearing  and  Management  of 
Poultry,'  by  William  Trotter,  published  in  the  Journal  of 
the  Roval  Agricultural  Society  in  1852  (Vol.  II.,  pp.  161- 
202).  The  essay  was  awarded  a  prize  by  the  Royal 
Agricultural  Society  in  the  year  mentioned,  and  hence> 
we  may  feel  reasonably  sure,  was  subjected  to  careful 
and  critical  scrutiny  before  publication.  It  seems,  under 
the  circumstances,  altogether  unlikely  that  any  serious 
mis-statement  of  fact  would  have  occurred  in  the  essay 
in  the  first  instance,  or,  if  it  had  occurred,  would  have 
been  allowed  to  pass  into  print.  On  page  169  (loc.  cit.) 
the  follovving  statement  is  to  be  found  :  '  Hens  of  the 
best  laying  varieties  will  lay  in  a  season  from  160  to  270 
eggs  each,  averaging  215.'  If  any  credence  whatever  is 
to  be  put  on  this  statement,  it  would  appear  to  indicate 
that  as  high  egg-production  as  any  that  we  know  now 
was  regarded  as  at  least  possible  fifty  years  ago. 

"  In  another  essay,  which  was  awarded  a  prize  by  the 
Royal  Agricultural  Society,  and  was  published  in  the 
Journal  of  that  Society  in  the  year  1867  (Series  2,  vol.  3, 
pp.  520-532),  a  still  more  definite  and  precise  statement 
respecting  egg-production  is  to  be  found.  The  essay  is 
by  Mrs.  F.  Somerville,  and  its  title  is  'On  the  Rearing 
and  Management  of  Poultry  on  an  Ordinary  Farm.' 
The  same  conclusions  as  were  reached  concernmg  Mr. 
Trotter  s  essay  appear  to  apply  regarding  the  trust- 
worthiness of  statements  in  this  latter  one.  On  page  532 
(loc.  cit.)  it  is  stated  that  in  one  year  '104  hens  pro- 
duced 13,739  eggs  exclusive  of  those  scf'  This  leads  to 
an  average  production  per  hen  of  13211  eggs  in  the 
year.  The  author  goes  on  to  state  that  the  104  hens 
'reared  372  chickens,  besides  hatching  the  ducks  and 
guinea-fowls.'  Now,  assuming  that  it  took  but  400  eggs 
to  produce  372  chickens,  we  have  to  total  egg-produc- 
tion 14,139  in  the  year.  This  gives  an  average  of  just 
under  136  eggs.  This  can  only  be  regarded  as  compar- 
ing very  favourably  indeed  with  the  best  of  our  modern 
records  of  egg-production  in  equally  large  flocks, 
especially  when  it  is  considered  that  these  hens  had  to 
do  all  the  incubating  of  at  least  372  hen  eggs,  79  duck 
eggs,  and  42  guinea-fowl  eggs.' 


THE   FINAL  CHOICE. 

By  J.  W.  HURST. 

A  LTHOUGH,  as  was  pointed  out  in  the  July  issue 
of  the  Illustrated  Poultry  Record,  it  is 
necessary  to  the  attainment  of  the  highest  possible 
success  that  the  breeder  should  bear  in  mind  the  special 
requirements  of  his  production  and  the  final  selection 
of  his  growing  birds  for  that  purpose,  and  should  in 
consequence  cultivate  a  habit  of  constant  observation — 
mentally  selecting  and  rejecting  throughout  the  rearing- 
period — there  is  no  doubt  that  the  commoner  practice  is 
to  defer  all  such  considerations  until  the  approach  of 
mating  and  the  making-up  of  breeding-  and  laying-pens 
forces  attention  to  a  process  of  primary  importance. 
Those  who  adhere  to  yet  older  methods,  and  they  form 
a  by  no  means  insignificant  proportion  in  relation  to  the 
whole,  are  even  more  reckless  in  that  they  frequently 
dispose  of  all  their  best-grown  birds  as  they  attain 
saleable  age,  and  are  left  with  an  insufficient  remainder 
of  more  or  less  inferior  fowls  or  birds  hatched  out  of 
due  season  from  which  to  renew  their  stock — any  such 
course  resulting  in  inevitable  decadence,  a  process  that 
is  only  prolonged  according  to  the  measure  of  sheer 
luck. 

In  order  to  rise  superior  to  mere  mediocrity  of  pro- 
duction, with  the  danger  of  a  still  further  descent  to 
inferiority,  luck  must  give  place  to  the  nearest  approach 
to  certainty  that  present  knowledge  can  assure,  and 
choice  must,  as  far  as  may  be,  overrule  chance.  The 
choice  of  stock  upon  which  the  future  character  of  pro- 
duction depends  must  at  this  period  of  the  year  be  final 
and  absolute,  at  any  rate,  as  far  as  concerns  the  general 
purposes  of  the  average  commercial  producer.  That 
choice  is  usually  more  or  less  limited  to  the  material 
that  previous  management  has  rendered  available,  being 
narrow  or  wide — as  well  as  good,  bad,  or  indifferent  — 
according  to  the  perspicacity  of  the  individual,  who, 
except  in  so  far  as  the  necessity  arises  to  depend  upon 
the  skill  and  judgment  of  other  breeders  for  the  possible 
selection  of  "fresh  blood,"  is  now  thrown  upon  his  own 
resources,  and  must  stand  or  fall  in  the  future  by  bis 
past  work  as  a  breeder  and  his  present  discrimination 
as  a  selector.  The  choice  demands  the  ability  to  dis- 
tinguish clearly,  both  by  the  eye  and  the  understanding. 

Although  the  understanding  must  operate  prominently 
in  the  selection  of  laying  stock,  to  the  extent  that  an 
exact  knowledge  of  pedigree  and  the  records  of  strain 
possess  a  particular  significance,  it  should  be  clearly 
realised  that  according  to  the  evidence  at  present  avail- 
able there  is  no  promise  of  uniformity  or  permanence  in 
the  revelation  of  the  trap-nest.  The  descendants  of  the 
record-breaker  must  individually  be  tested  for  proof  or 
disproof  of  heredity  in  this  quality.  Enthusiasm  for 
strain  is  only  legitimate  in  so  far  as  it  admits  the 
limitations  of  imperfect  knowledge,  but  when  it  is  blind 
to  obvious  defects  it  becomes  misleading  to  the  un- 
initiated, and  the  old  story  of  the  sightless  and  those 
without  sig  ht  is  in  dang  er  of  disastrous  repetition.  The 
trap-nest  has  enforced  more  than  one  lesson  bearing 
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upon  the  important  subject  of  selection,  but  in  the 
glamour  of  the  highest  score  we  are  apt  to  overlook  the 
significance  of  the  lowest,  and  \  ery  generally  forget  the 
limitations  imposed  by  the  average  of  a  strain. 
Attention  has  been  directed  to  this  ^  ery  point  in  recent 
contributions  dealing  with  laying  competitions,  wherein 
mistakes  in  selecting  the  indi\iduals  of  a  strain  are 
suggested  as  the  cause  of  failure  in  competition — an 
argument  that  emphasises  the  uncertainty  of  this 
character.  Choice  must  be  aided  by  the  eye  as  well  as 
the  understanding,  although  the  fallibility  of  visual 
selection  is  well  illustrated  in  the  before-mentioned 
admission,  possessors  of  trap-nested  strains  failing  on 
account  of  an  inability  to  select  those  that  are  above  the 
average  from  those  that  fall  below. 

Relative  to  externals  and  their  indications  of  fitness 
for  the  main  purposes  of  production,  choice  can  only  be 
aided  by  certain  broadly-defined  principles,  about  which 
it  is  scarcely  possible — or  if  possible  more  or  less 
unprofitable — to  do  more  than  generalise  ;  and  this  not 
only  on  account  of  the  difificulty  of  adequate  description, 
but  more  particularly  because  experience  is  so  much 
more  trustworthy  than  the  attempt  to  see  through  the 
eyes  of  another.  Speaking  generally  and  by  way  of 
example — an  important  one  in  view  of  a  modern  ten- 
dency— it  may  be  said  that  size  and  prolificacy  are 
compatible  to  a  certain  point  ;  but  that  these  noteworthy 
modifications  of  domestication  are  limitable,  so  that  if 
an  extreme  be  sought  by  selection  in  either  direction  the 
one  tends  to  destroy  the  other.  Size  is  incompatible 
with  prolificacy,  just  as  a  forced  production  is  destructive 


of  the  producing  organism,  and  natural  limits  are  set 
to  the  reproduction  of  the  extremes  developed  under 
domestication.  Large,  heavy  birds  are  out  of  place  in 
the  breeding-pen,  fertility  and  the  mere  production  of 
eggs  at  all  being  inimically  influenced  by  excess  of  size 
and  weight,  whereas  the  best  layers  and  the  most  fertile 
are  found  among  birds  of  moderate  build — even  inclining' 
to  what  some  modern  standards  would  classify  as  small  ; 
a  statement  of  fact  that  must  be  qualified  by  the  note 
that  legitimate  size  is  relative — a  remark  that  is  neces- 
sarily added  to  prevent  misconception  on  the  part  of  the 
general  reader,  who  may  not  discriminate  with  regard 
to  types  and  objects. 

A  size  that  the  egg-producer  would  almost  instinc- 
tively reject  may  quite  reasonably  h&  sought  by  the 
breeder  of  table  fowls  remembering  that  for  this  pur- 
pose there  are  also  necessary  limits  in  view  of  the 
influence  of  excess  of  weight  upon  reproduction,  and 
the  desirability  of  perpetuating  (as  far  as  may  be)  a 
suitable  strain.  Excessive  size  and  weight  in  the 
breeding  stock  are  therefore  generally  undesirable,  but 
what  is  required  is  a  capacity  in  the  progeny  to  acquire 
weight  when  subjected  to  a  special  method  of  feeding  ; 
and  this  is  an  economic  characteristic  which  appertains 
to  some  breeds  more  generally  than  other-s,  but  is  more 
particularly  developed  in  a  strain  than  is  fully  realised 
by  those  who  have  not  specialised  in  table-poultry 
production.  Choice  is  aided  by  theory,  but  depends  for 
the  greatest  measure  of  success  upon  direct  practical, 
personal  experience — and  experience  is  limited  by  the 
unknown. 
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Domaine  de  Val'Duchesse. 

Our  esteemed  Belgian  correspondent  M.  Louis 
Vander-Snickt  has  been  appointed  Director  of  the 
Institut  d'Agricuhure  du  Domaine  de  Val-Duchesse, 
near  Brussels,  upon  the  property  of  M.  Charles  Dietrick, 
where  it  is  intended  to  develop  both  land-  and  water- 
fowl, pigeons,  fish,  &c.  We  look  forward  to  valuable 
results  in  the  capable  hands  of  M.  Vander-Snickt, 

10,000   Dollars  for  Poultry. 

Missouri  is  one  of  the  four  great  poultry-producing 
States  of  the  American  Union.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
modest  hen  yielded  last  year  nearly  45,000,000  dols. 
(£9,000,000)  to  the  farmers  of  Missouri,  two  and  a  half 
times  as  much  as  the  entire  wheat-crop.  This  vast 
result  has  not  been  due  to  central  action,  or  even  to 
collegiate  teaching,  but  to  the  enormously  increasing 
demand  for  eggs  and  poultry,  to  the  advocacy  of 
extended  poultry-keeping,  and  to  farmers  seeing  their 
opportunity  and  taking  it.  It  has  been  felt  that  the 
time  has  come  when  organisation  should  follow  effort, 
and  the  State  Legislature  has  appropriated  10,000  dols. 
per  annum  for  a  Poultry  Board,  whose  duty  shall  be 
to  promote  and  encourage  the  poultry  industry  by  means 
of  instruction,  organisation,  and  dissemination  of  infor- 
mation. Mr.  T.  E.  Quisenberry  has  been  appointed 
Secretary  of  the  Board. 

What  a  Town-bred  Farmer  Has  Done, 

A  pamphlet  of  40  pages,  entitled  "A  Successful 
Poultry  and  Dairy  Farm,"  comes  to  us  from  the  LI.S. 
Department  ot  Agriculture.  This  is  the  story  of  Mr. 
H.  L.  Blanchard,  of  Jefferson  County,  Washington  State, 
who,  thirteen  years  ago,  gave  up  the  law  and  commerce 
for  farming,  buying  80  acres  in  the  Far  West,  which  had 
to  be  cleared  of  their  timber.  By  dint  of  hard  work  on  the 
part  ot  himself  and  his  family,  by  combining  dairying 
and  general  cultivation,  and  by  the  adoption  of  the  best 
methods  he  has  succeeded,  finding,  however,  that  the 
poultry  section  pays  him  best.  Wc  cannot  do  more  at 
the  present  time  than  compliment  Mr.  Blanchard  on 


what  he  has  accomplished  and  the  authorities  at 
Washington  for  publishing  so  interesting  and  sugges- 
tive a  record,  which  cannot  iail  to  stimulate  others  to 
like  efforts.  What  Mr.  Blanchard  has  done  is  within 
the  power  of  many  who  possess  the  same  grit  in  the 
United  Kingdom  as  well  as  America. 

Missionary  Poultry  Shows. 

The  educative  value  of  exhibitions  has  often  been 

recognised.      That  is  well  put  by  Poultry  Ciitiiire^  our 

Kansasian  contemporary  : 

A  correctly  run  poultry  show  educates  the  fanciers 
who  attend  by  seeing  birds  of  others  and  other 
varieties,  noting  the  progress  that  other  breeders  are 
making,  meeting  and  exchanging  ideas  with  each 
other,  &c. 

But  that  is  not  its  widest  educational  field.  Its 
widest  field  is  mission  work.  It  carries  the  gospel  of 
more  and  lietter  poultry  to  people  who  do  not  realise 
the  importance  of  good  poultry.  It  educates  the 
average  business  man,  the  farmer,  and  the  boys  and 
girls  to  the  beauty  as  well  as  utility  of  a  standard-bred 
bird. 

But  this  education  is  limited  to  those  who  pay  for  it — 
i.e.^  for  admission  to  the  show,  and  our  contemporary 
advocates  free  admission. 

Thirty  Thousand  Laying  Hens. 

The  announcement  is  made  that  the  famous  Lake- 
wood  Poultry-Farm  is  to  extend  ils  operations,  not  only 
by  extension  of  land  at  Lakewood,  but  by  establishing  a 
second  farm  of  170  acres  at  Eatontown,  N.J.,  both  of 
which  will  be  devoted  to  the  breeding  of  White  Leghorns. 
The  increased  equipment  will  provide  accommodation 
for  30,000  laying-hens,  incubator  capacity  for  60,000  eggs, 
and  brooder  space  for  51,500  chicks.  Such  should  cer- 
tainly be  the  "  biggest  poultry-farm  on  earth." 

Mr.  Henry  S.  Ball. 

Another  of  the  New  England  poultry  veterans  has 
passed  away — Mr.  Henry  S.  Ball,  who  died  at  Shrews- 
bury, Mass.,  in  his  seventy-third  year.  He  had  been 
iox  many  years  prominent  as  a  breeder  and  judge,  and 
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from  the  accounts  published,  was  an  interesting  per- 
sonahty. 

Mr.  Anthony  P.  Groves. 

Farm  Poidfry  announces  the  death  of  Mr.  A.  P. 
Groves,  of  Philadelphia,  and  says  : 

He  had  been  a  member  of  the  American  Poultry 
Association  from  its  earliest  organisation,  and  most  of 
this  time  represented  Pennsylvania  on  the  board  of 
directors,  so  was  well  known  to  at  least  the  older 
members  of  the  Association.  ...  He  was  a  true 
•  fancier,  and  bred  high-class  fowls  more  for  the  love  he 
had  for  the  beautiful  than  for  any  financial  gain. 

Wasteful  Methods. 

In  a  report  published  by  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  Mr.  H.  M.  Hastings  states  that 
"the  enormous  waste  due  to  the  actual  spoiling  of  eggs 
is  caused  by  ignorance  of  the  correct  method  of  caring 
for  the  product,  and  because  the  farmer  and  storekeeper 
are  not  financially  rewarded  for  taking  greater  pains. 
This  latter  condition  will  continue  until  the  present 
method  of  bartering  eggs  for  merchandise  is  discon- 
tinued for  some  plan  of  buying  eggs  on  a  quality  basis." 

Effect  of  Cold  Storage  on  Eggs. 

Some  years  ago  an  Austrian  scientist  stated  that  eggs 
kept  in  cold  storage  for  a  prolonged  period  developed  a 
fungus,  which  accounted  for  their  rapid  deterioration 
when  subjected  to  the  normal  temperature.  An 
American  Exchange  states  : 

Dr.  John  Morris  told  the  Medical  Society  of  Mary- 
land, that  while  eggs  in  cold  storage  do  not  become 
over-ripe  in  the  regulation  way,  they  are  invaded  by  a 
peculiar  fungus  growth  which  can  only  be  detected  by 
the  microscope,  though  it  may  be  recognised  by  the 
taste  if  one  is  used  to  eating  only  fresh  eggs.  It 
appears  like  specks  of  mold  on  the  yolk  and  the 
membrane  lining  the  shell,  and  in  this  condition  the 
egg  is  unwholesome  food,  and  sure  to  lead  to  serious 
ailments  in  persons  of  a  delicate  constitution,  or  with 
weakened  digestion. 

A  Great  Egg  Centre. 

It  is  stated  that  Petaluma,  California,  where  poultiy- 
keeping  has  grown  to  an  enormous  extent  of  late  years, 
especially  in  egg-production,  shipped  in  1908  no  fewer 
than  63,755,648  eggs,  not  to  mention  those  retained  for 
home  consumption.  Eggs  are  dear  on  the  Pacific 
Coast.  At  Is.  per  dozen  the  amount  realised  would 
be  £265,640  4s.,  and  it  is  improbable  that  any  other 
place  with  the  same  area  can  show  a  like  result.  Our 
Special  Commissioner  in  America  intended  visiting 
Petaluma,  and  we  hope  he  may  get  there  and  tell 
readers  how  it  is  done. 

Mr.  Franklane  L.  Sewell. 

We  regret  to  hear  of  the  serious  illness  of  r^Ir. 
F.  L.  Sewell,  the  American  poultry  artist.  His 
physician  has  ordered  a  year's  complete  rest  from  work. 
His  many  friends  on  both  sides  the  Atlantic  will  join  in 
wishing  him  a  speedy  and  complete  recovery. 


NOTES  FROM  SCANDINAVIA. 

(By  Our  Own  Correspondent.) 

Goose'Brecding  in  Denmark. 

Goose-breeding  is  still  prevalent  to  a  great  extent 
in  Denmark,  on  the  small  islands  and  by  the  sea. 
It  is  mostly  small  farmers  and  fishermen  who  go 
in  for  this  business.  When  the  goslings  are  eight 
weeks  old  the  country  people  buy  a  lot  of  them,  and, 
after  harvest,  they  are  kept  on  the  stubbles.  During  the 
autumn,  fattening  is  carried  out  in  a  natural  manner. 
Since  the  land  is  coming  into  cultivation  more  and  more 
every  year,  the  extent  of  the  goose-breeding  operations 
is  gradually  declining.    According  to  the  statistics  of 


1903  there  were  187,929  geese  in  Denmark,  whereas  in 
1898  there  were  210,900.  As  is  the  case  with  hens, 
breeding  centres  have  been  established  for  Embden 
and  Toulouse  geese,  with  a  view  to  improving  the 
common  stock,  which  is  mostly  too  small.  The  accom- 
panying photograph  shows  a  gander  and  goose  of  the 
Toulouse  breed  from  one  of  the  centres. 

Danish  Black  Minorcas. 

The  photograph  on  the  next  page  was  taken  at  a 
breeding  centre  for  Black  Minorcas.  The  birds  belong 
to  Vlx.  Brodsgaard,  gardener  at  Vallo  Castle,  Valid, 
and  the  breeding  centre  is  one  of  those  of  the  United 
Danish  Poultry  Societies. 

The  birds  are  more  elegant  in  shape  and  smaller  in 
size  than  English  Minorcas,  and  their  ear-lobes  and 
combs  are  not  so  large.  All  the  hens  are  trap-nested, 
and  the  chickens  from  the  best  hens  are  toe-marked. 
The  cock  in  the  photo  is  descended  on  the  father's  side 
from  a  hen  which  in  her  first  year  laid  217  eggs,  in  the 
second  160,  and  in  the  third  149  ;  and  on  the  mother's 
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A    PEN    OF    DANISH    BLACK  MINORCAS 

side  from  a  hen  which  laid  170  eggs  in  her  first  year  and 
186  in  her  second.  The  average  egg-production  last 
year  for  20  one-year-old  hens  was  158  eggs,  and  that  of 
the  whole  stock,  142  eggs. 

A  Poultry  Show  in  Christiania, 

Towards  the  end  of  June  there  was  held  a  Scandinavian 
Poultry,  Bee  and  Rabbit  Exhibition  in  Christiania,  the 
occasion  being  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the 
Norwegian  Poultry  and  Bee  Keepers'  Society.  Five 


hundred  birds  of  different  kinds, 
mostly  White  and  Brown  Leg- 
horns, Black  Minorcas,  Barred 
Plymouth  Rocks,  White  Wyan- 
dottes,  and  Buff  Orpingtons,  were 
received  from  Norway,  Sweden,  and 
Denmark.  In  the  photo  may  be 
seen  the  show  cages  and  cases 
that  are  always  used  at  Danish 
Shows.  King  Haakon  attended 
the  opening  ceremony,  accom- 
panied by  the  Presidents  of  the 
Norwegian  and  Danish  Poultry 
Societies.  In  the  course  of  his 
speech  His  Majesty  mentioned  the 
great  importance  of  poultry-keep- 
ing to  the  small  farmer,  and 
referred  to  the  large  revenue 
that  poultry  -  farming  brought  to 
Denmark.  The  latter  amounted 
to  several  millions  of  kroner,  and 
be  hoped  the  Norwegians  would  endeavour  to  emulate 
the  Danish  example. 


\Copyright. 


ECONOMICAL  POULTRY-BREEDING 
IN  DENMARK. 

By  W.  A.  KOCK. 
^INCE  the  year  1903  the  Danish  P^armers'  Co-opera- 
tive Egg  Export  Association  has  been  giving  prizes 
to  the  best  economical  poultry-keepers  in  different  parts 
of  the  country.    The  committee  of  judges  demand  that 
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the  account  must  show  a  profit  ;  further,  trap-nests  must 
be  used,  chickens  from  the  best  hens  must  be  toe- 
marked,  and,  finally,  all  must  be  in  a  good,  clean  con- 
dition. The  judges  prefer  the  places  where  only  one 
breed  is  to  be  found. 

From  the  report  now  published  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
last  competition  began  November  1,  1907,  and  was 
closed  October  31,  1908.  Of  36  poultry-breeders,  29  got 
prizes  to  a  value  of  1,280  kroner.  First  prize  was 
115  kroner  to  75  kroner  ;  second,  50  kroner ;  and 
third,  25  kroner  (1). 

The  best  of  the  competitors,  Mr.  Simonsen,  Nikobing, 
in  the  island  of  Falster,  is  a  breeder  of  Brown  Leg- 
horns which  look  well  and  have  a  good  type  and  colour. 
His  poultry  are  running  in  a  large  yard  and  garden,  and 
get  plenty  of  iresh  grass  and  clover.  Trap-nests  are 
used  for  the  whole  stock,  and  all  chickens  are  toe-marked. 
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In  the  course  of  the  year  the  following  feeding  stuffs 
were  used  :  2,0001b.  wheat,  1,5861b.  oats,  1,0151b.  crushed 
bone,  1551b.  wheat  bran,  201b.  crushed  barley,  1001b. 
sunflower  cakes,  31b.  barley  groats,  31b.  oat  groats,  501b. 
oyster  shell,  and  10  barrels  of  beet  (2). 

From  the  book  of  genealogy  it  will  be  seen  that  all 
the  cocks  are  bred  from  hens  which  in  the  first  year 
have  laid  more  than  200  eggs.  Further,  all  the  breed- 
ing-hens are  found  in  the  book  of  genealogy.  (Vide  the 
extract  of  control  book  and  genealogical  table.) 

AccouxT.  Kr. 

Sale  of  Eggs    275,10 

Sale  of  Poultry    33,00 

Poultry  Used  at  Home   12,75 

Sale  of  Eggs  for  Hatching    343,41 

Sale  of  Fowls  for  Breeding   144,00 

Different  Incomes   22,01 

Other  Stock    44,00 

Income   Kr.874,27 

Bill  of  Forage    341,34 

Different  E.xpenses    34,93 

Interest  of  Money  and  Part  Payment...  43,00 

Expenses   Kr.419,27  (i) 

Forty-five  fowls  produced  7,198  eggs,  or  160  eggs  per 
hen.   Net  profit,  455  Kr.,  or  9  Kr.  and  29  ore  each  hen. 

The  large  sale  of  eggs  for  hatching  and  stock  birds  has 
increased  the  profit  considerably. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  second  prizes  was  that 
given  to  a  small  farmer  of  the  name  of  Mads  Strand, 
Moballe,  near  Hovedgaard,  owner  of  about  20  acres  of 
land.  He  is  a  breeder  of  White  Leghorns  and  some 
few  White  Wyandottes,  mostly  used  for  hatching.  For 
these  fowls  there  is  nearly  one  acre  of  grass  land.  The 
poultry-houses,  as  well  as  the  scratching'  -  sheds  and 
chicken-houses,  are  made  very  practically  and  kept 
clean.  Artificial  incubation  is  used.  The  total  egg- 
production  of  208  fowls  is  24,865  eggs,  or  120  eggs  per 
hen.  Net  profit,  688  kroner  and  45  ore,  or  3  kroner  and 
23  ore  each  hen. 

Lastly  we  will  take  one  of  the  third  prize-winners,  H. 
Torgansen,  Ouro,  near  Holbak,  owner  of  a  cottage  and 
small  holding  of  about  five  or  six  acres  of  land,  where 
one  horse  and  two  cows  and  a  yearling  are  kept. 

On  this  place  are  kept  only  mongrels.  All  the 
cocks  are  either  White  Leghorn  or  Black  Minorca. 
About  one  and  a  half  acre  of  land  is  laid  out  for  the 
hens,  and  the  runs  reach  down  to  the  bay,  where  the 
hens  like  to  forage  for  shells,  small  dead  fishes,  &c. 
Trap-nests  are  not  used  here. 

The  production  of  356  fowls  is  41,911  eggs,  or  118  per 
hen.  Net  profit — 927  kroner  62  ore,  or  2  kroner  and 
18  ore  per  hen. 

The  last-mentioned  account  shows  a  very  good  profit 
attained  on  a  small  holding. 

(1)  ;^i  =  Kroner  18  18,  ish.  =  9i  ore,  id.  =  7j  ore. 

(2)  ii2lb.  English  =  loi^^lb.  Danish. 
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AN  OREGON  TRAP-NEST. 

PROFESSOR  JAMES  DRYDEN,  by  his  work  at 
Utah  in  former  years  and-  more  recently  in  the 
State  of  Oregon,  has  rendered  great  service  to  the 
poultry  industry.  Essentially  practical  are  his  experi- 
ments and  recommendations.  Some  time  ago  he 
designed  a  trap-nest,  which  has  been  largely  adopted, 
and  in  Bulletin  No.  4,  issued  by  the  Oregon  Agricultural 
College,  he  gives  particulars  of  how  to  make  it.  These 
and  the  illustrations  we  reproduce.  Professor  Dryden 
says  : 

Trap-nests  require  considerable  attention.  Not  every 
farmer  can  give  them  the  necessary  attention.  Where 
possible  to  give  a  little  time  to  it  each  day,  the  farmer 
will  be  well  repaid  for  the  labour. 

And,  referring  to  the  appliance  here  noted,  he  states  : 

As  the  hen  enters  this  nest,  the  weight  of  her  body 
closes  a  door  behind  her,  and  another  hen  cannot 
enter.  After  the  hen  has  laid,  she  is  released  by  an 
attendant,  her  leg-band  number  taken  and  marked  on 
the  egg. 

How  TO  Make  the  Trap-nest. 

The  trap-nest  is  simple  in  construction.  It  can  be 
made  by  anyone  who  can  use  a  saw  and  drive  a  nail. 
It  may  all  be  cut  out  of  one  I2in.  board  loft.  long.  The 
following  is  the  material  used  : 

1  board  lin.  by  I2in.  by  loft. 
6  screw  eyes  No.  2io  Bright. 

2  pieces  round  iron  3-i6in.  by  I2in. 
2  pieces  of  rawhide  gin.  by  ^in. 

With  a  square,  lay  off  the  board  as  shown  in  the 
accompanying  diagram.  The  shaded  portions  are  the 
waste  pieces  of  the  board.  The  solid  black  lines  show 
where  the  board  is  to  be  cut.  When  cutting  the  sides 
apart,  it  will  be  necessary  to  cut  only  as  far  as  X,  then 
split  the  boards  apart,  after  which  cut  out  the  required 
angle. 

After  sawing  the  pieces,  the  nest  is  ready  to  be  put 
together. 

1.  Nail  the  sides  to  the  bottom  so  that  the  ends  will 
be  even. 

2.  Stand  the  nest  on  end  and  nail  on  the  back.  This 
will  square  the  sides. 

3.  Stand  the  nest  on  its  back  and  nail  on  the  front 
piece. 

4.  Nail  on  the  front  brace,  which  should  be  set  into 
the  sides  at  lines  indicated  at  A  and  B. 

5.  To  the  end  of  the  bottom  board  nail  the  nest  end 
front. 

6.  The  two  front  pieces  are  nailed  on  either  side  of 
the  door  to  the  sides  and  the  front  brace. 

7.  Put  in  the  piece  (lo^in.  by  35in.)  on  which  the 
door  is  balanced  ;  nail  it  in  between  the  sides  so  that 
the  inner  side  will  be  flush  with  the  outer  side  of  the 
front  pieces.  In  this  piece  put  a  screw  eye  4in.  from 
each  side,  the  outer  edge  of  the  screw  eye  being  Hush 
with  the  inner  side  of  the  piece. 

8.  Turn  the  nest  on  its  side  and  bore  the  holes  in  the 
sides  through  which  the  3-i6in.  iron  passes.  The  holes 
are  lin.  from  the  bottom  and  ilin.  from  the  nest  front. 


9.  On  the  bottom  of  the  trip-board  put  in  a  screw  eye 
lin.  from  end  and  lin.  from  each  side.  At  the  other 
end  of  trip-board  bore  two  fin.  holes  lin.  from  the  end 
and  3in.  from  each  side. 

10.  On  the  bottom  and  at  each  side  of  the  door  put  in 
a  screw  eye  i.}in.  from  the  end  and  fin.  from  the  sides. 
On  the  upper  side  tack  the  two  rawhide  strips,  using  a 
small  staple  or  nail  for  each.  The  strips  are  tacked  on 
so  that  the  end  of  the  strap  w-ill  be  2in.  from  the  end 
and  ^in.  from  side  of  door. 

11.  Place  the  door  in   front  of  the  trip-board,  the, 
screw  eyes  down  ;  push  the  rawdiide  strips  through  ttie 
holes  in  the  trip-board  ;  turn  the  boards  over  and  dr  aw 
the  strips  up  tight  ;  then  bend  the  door  back  over  the 
trip-board  until  there  is  a  full  fin.  between  the  board 
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when  laid  flat  ;  the  strap  should  then  be  tacked  to  the 
lower  side  of  the  trip-board. 

12.  Put  the  door  and  trip-board  in  place.  This  is 
done  by  pushing  the  iron  rods  through  the  sides  and 
the  screwi-  eyes.  Care  should  be  taken  in  placing  the 
screw  eyes  in  proper  places  ;  if  they  are  not  set  pro- 
perly the  door  will  not  balance. 

The  dimensions  of  the  door  and  the  size  of  the  open- 
ing for  the  door  are  given  for  medium-sized  breeds. 
For  large  breeds  it  will  be  necessary  to  enlarge  the 
opening.  The  front  brace  may  be  raised  and  the  front 
pieces  made  narrower.  The  door  opening  should  not 
be  large  enough  to  admit  two  hens  at  one  time. 
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Transvaal  Developments. 

In  his  annual  report  for  1907-8,  Mr.  C.  E.  Gray,  the 
Acting  Director  of  Agriculture  to  the  Transvaal  Govern- 
ment, says  : 

The  time  has  arrived,  however,  when  the  stock  at 
the  Potchefstroom  Farm  should  be  strengthened  and 
improved  by  the  importation  of  fresh  blood,  as  we 
have  now  almost  exhausted  the  possibilities  of  the 
Colony  ;  and  unless  we  make  an  attempt  to  reinforce 
our  stock  the  quality  of  the  birds,  which  has  hitherto 
been  high,  is  likely  to  suft'er.  Evidence  of  the  interest 
taken  in  poultry-breeding  is  forthcoming  at  almost 
every  local  show,  and  at  some  shows  the  competition 
is  exceedingly  keen,  while  the  quality  of  the  birds  is 
excellent  ;  and  now  that  the  public  is  beginning  to 
wake  up  it  would  be  a  pity  to  deprive  them  of  facilities 
for  getting  birds  of  a  good  class,  and  to  leave  to  private 
individuals  the  task  of  encouraging  this  most  important 
branch  of  the  farming  industry. 

The  amount  expended  on  the  Poultry  Division  was 
£1,597,  and  in  aid  of  Poultry  Clubs  £353  10s.  lOd. 

Mr.  D.  D.  Hyde  Retires. 

Retrenchment  appears  to  be  the  order  of  the  day  in 
New  Zealand,  and  among  those  affected  is  Mr.  D.  D. 
Hyde,  the  Chief  Poultry  Expert,  who  has  wrought  so 
hard  and  successfully  for  the  poultry  industry  in  the 
Colony.  Commenting  upon  this  step,  the  Ntw  Zealand 
Poultry  Journal  says  : 

In  the  scheme  of  retrenchment  now  being  exercised 
by  the  Government,  the  poultry  department,  in  common 
with  other  sections  of  the  Agricultural  Department,  has 
to  undergo  a  drastic  reorganisation.  The  chief  poultry 
expert  has  received  intimation  of  his  retirement  from 
the  service,  and  the  news  will  be  received  with  regret 
by  his  many  friends  throughout  the  Dominion.  For  the 
last  ten  years  the  industry  has  grown  to  large  dimen- 
sions, and  to  us  it  appears  false  economy  to  retrench  in 
the  direction  indicated.  The  poultry  department  must 
suffer  through  the  loss  of  Mr.  Hyde's  services,  and 


after  the  years  of  faithful  work  accomplished  in  the 
organisation  of  the  industry  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  he 
has  not  an  opportunity  of  further  development  in  a 
policy  that  must  make  for  success.  Mr.  Hyde  has 
had  to  fight  many  battles  and  surmount  huge  diffi- 
culties. He  had  to  light  against  great  odds.  The 
class  of  birds  upon  farms  to-day  were  not  obtainable 
ten  years  ago,  and  poultrymen  had  to  resort  to  all  kinds 
of  methods  in  order  to  bring  in  a  new  order  of  things. 
No  one  has  worked  more  zealously  than  Mr.  Hyde,  and 
he  will  no  doubt  feel  keenly  his  retirement  now  the 
harvests  are  being  gathered. 

An  Institution  Saved. 

Following  upon  statements  made  that  the  Burnham 
and  Momohaki  Poultry  Farms  were  to  be  closed  by  the 
New  Zealand  Government,  a  deputation  of  poultrymen 
waited  upon  Sir  Joseph  Ward,  the  Prime  Minister,  to 
urge  the  retention  of  the  first-named  farm.  They  were 
gratified  to  learn  that  it  was  not  intended  to  close  the 
farm.    Sir  Joseph  said  : 

Last  year  the  surplus  on  the  working  of  the  Burnham 
Poultr  >  Farm  was  X2  14s.  8d.  ;  the  expenditure  for  the 
year  was  ^.950  17s.,  and  the  actual  cash  receipts,  after 
making  provision  for  an  expenditure  of  ;^356  17s.  7d. 
out  of  revenue,  was  -^y^t  14s.  id.  During  the  current 
year  the  farm  should  give  decent  results  owing  to  large 
orders  having  been  received  for  dressed  poultry. 
There  was  one,  perhaps  there  would  be  two  poultry 
farms  that  would  be  closed,  but  there  was  not  justi- 
fication for  the  closing  of  the  Burnham  Farm  on 
economical  grounds. 

Is  that  So  ? 

Prolificacy  in  egg-production  is  so  important  that 
anything  which  will  help  solve  the  many  problems 
involved  should  be  welcomed.  A  writer  in  the  AusiraliaJt 
Heji  says  : 

Too  often  in  nature  the  weak  are  the  most  prolific,  a 
sort  of  protest  against  their  physical  unfitness.  I  have 
often  felt  this  law  to  be  the  most  serious  drawback 
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against  the  foundation  of  a  lieavy-laying  strain  of  fowls 
—and  by  a  strain  I  mean  a  family  uniform  in  laying 
excellence.  There  are  many  more  points  than  mere 
capacity  to  shell  out  eggs  to  be  taken  into  consideration, 
and  the  greatest  of  these  is  constitution.  I  have  given 
this  matter  a  great  deal  of  consideration,  and  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  most  of  the  failures  of  pullets  to 
emulate  the  wonderful  laying  of  their  parents  is  due  to 
want  of  foresight  in  this  direction.  I  would  rather  use 
a  cockerel  of  unknown  parentage,  but  overflowing  with 
vigour,  in  the  formation  of  a  laying  strain  than  the  son 
of  the  greatest  layer  ever  hatched,  if  he  lacked  in  this 
essential.  A  hen  shows  her  capacity  to  reproduce  her 
like  by  the  number  of  eggs  she  lays.  A  cockerel  does 
so  by  his  ability  to  fertilise  those  eggs,  not  by  the  record 
of  his  dam  or  grand-dam. 

A  Duck'Laying  Competition. 

The  Editor  of  the  Nczv  Zealand  Poultry  Journal 
has  broken  new  ground  in  arranging  a  duck-laying 
competition,  which  began  on  April  1,  when  municipal 
patronage  in  the  person  of  the  Mayor  of  Christchurch 
gave  the  enterprise  a  good  start.  It  appears  his  worship 
knows  something  of  poultry,  for  he  said  "that  talking 
on  poultry  matters  was  a  little  out  of  his  line.  In  his 
younger  days  he  had  been  a  fancier,  but  now  everyone 
was  talking  utility,  and  he  had  failed  to  progress  with 
the  times."      But  it  is  never  too  late  to  mend." 

Twenty-five  lots  of  ducks  have  been  entered  for  this 
competition,  one  lot  being  from  Australia.  Of  these 
Indian  Runners  account  for  twenty-one,  there  are  three 
lots  of  Orpington  ducks  and  one  lot  of  Pekins.  The 
runs  are  each  60ft.  by  60:t.,  and  each  contains  a  portion 
of  a  continuous  shelter  shed  6ft.  by  4ft.  This  is  care- 
fully roofed  and  the  floor  is  high  and  dry.  The  divisions 
are  made  of  3ft.  netting,  the  watercourse  is  12ft.  by 
8ft.,  so  that  the  ducks  have  6ft.  of  this  to  each  pen 
Ample  protection  from  wind  and  rain  is  provided,  as 
there  is  an  abundant  shelter  of  willows  and  trees. 

Fattening  at  Guelph. 

Professor  W.  R.  Graham,  in  his  annual  report,  says 
that  from  September  to  December  626  birds  were  put  into 
the  fattening-cages,  of  which  the  loss  by  death  was  only 
two.  The  birds  weighed  when  brought  in  from  the 
ranges,  usually  with  full  crops,  2,2331bs.  They  were  fed 
from  four  days  to  three  weeks  before  killing.  It  was 
hoped  to  have  fed  them  all  three  weeks,  but  at  times, 
owing  to  the  demand  for  dressed  chickens,  they  were 
required  for  killing  shortly  after  cooping.  The  gain  in 
weight  was  not  great  ;  still,  after  bleeding  and  pluckin^, 
they  scaled  1251bs.  more  than  when  first  put  up,  and 
the  improvement  of  ciuality  was  considerable.  Instead 
of  the  8  cents  a  pound  when  in  lean  condition  they 
realised  12 cents  a  pound.  The  profit  was  81'26dols., 
or  nearly  13  cents  (6j^d.)  each,  which  was  very  satis- 
factory. 

Canadian  Demonstration  Poultry  Farm. 

In  order  to  encourage  poultry-breeding  in  the  West, 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company  has  started  a 
Demonstration  Farm  at  Strathmore  with  1,000  chickens. 
Strathmore  has  been  selected  as  a  centre  for  the  pro- 


visioning of  the  dining-cars  on  the  Western  lines,  and 
there  will  thus  be  a  good  market  right  at  hand  for 
such  produce. 

Our  Correspondent  in  British  Columbia. 

Learning  that  Mr.  Will  Brown  was  visiting  the  colony, 
Mr.  Palmer,  Deputy  Minister  of  Agriculture  for  British 
Columbia,  invited  him  to  deliver  a  series  of  lectures  on 
Poultry-keeping,  which  have  proved  most  successful. 
We  have  not  received  any  report  of  these  meetings  from 
Mr.  Brown,  but  from  other  correspondents,  amongst 
whom  is  Mr.  W.  H.  Dinsmore,  Secretary  of  the 
Vancouver  Poultry  Association,  accounts  have  reached 
us,  stating  that  they  were  much  appreciated. 

Progression  in  India. 

Reference  has  been  made  from  [time  to  time  to  the 
efforts  made  for  the  improvement  of  industrial  poultry- 
keeping  in  India.  In  Eastern  Bengal  and  Assam  the 
question  is  being  taken  up  earnestly  by  the  Provincial 
Agricultural  Department.  A  preliminary  survey  has 
been  made  with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  methods 
calculated  to  stimulate  production  in  accordance  with 
the  conditions  of  the  province.  Capita^,  of  Calcutta, 
says  : 

As  a  result  of  the  investigations  already  carried  out, 
ofticial  measures  for  the  improvement  of  the  poultry  of 
the  Province  are  in  the  first  instance  to  be  centralised 
at  Dacca,  where  alone  they  can,  it  is  said,  be  under  the 
necessary  constant  supervision.  The  Dacca  operations 
are  to  be  on  the  lines  already  adopted  for  the  Lushai 
Hills,  where  an  enthusiastic  ofticial  has  for  some  time 
lieen  breeding  large  numbers  of  good  English  fowls, 
and  distributing  the  eggs  and  young  stock  among  the 
Lushai  villages  in  exchange  for  local  eggs  and  birds. 
He  has  also  induced  the  villagers  to  destroy  all  local 
cocks,  and  in  this  way  several  villages  are  reported  to 
possess  none  but  English  poultry,  and  the  work  is  con- 
stantly extending.  Similar  methods  are  also  to  be 
pursued  in  the  Khasi  Hills,  where  operations  have 
already  been  started  at  the  Government  Eruit  Farm 
near  Shillong.  The  breeds  considered  as  likely  to  give 
best  results  to  the  ryots  are  the  Chittagong  and  the 
Langshan  from  China  or  the  Straits,  and  small  pens  of 
these  breeds  have  been  secured  for  the  experiments  in 
the  Khasi  Hills.  It  is  also  intended  to  take  up  the 
same  breeds  for  the  work  at  Dacca,  as  their  special 
qualities  are  such  as  to  make  them  particularly  suitable 
for  a  hot,  damp  climate. 

A  Champion  Black  Orpington. 

At  the  recent  Central  South  African  Poultry  Show  the 
champion  cups  for  the  "  best  bird  "  and  for  the  "  best 
Colonial-bred  bird  "  in  the  exhibition  were  awarded  to  a 
Black  Orpington  hen,  bred  by  Mr.  Graham  Hope, 
of  Orange  Grove,  Johannesburg,  beating  several  first- 
grade  imported  specimens.  Mr.  Hope  has  bred  Black 
Orpingtons  for  some  years,  and  also  Black  Minorcas. 
Recently  he  has  added  White  Orpingtons,  White  Wyan- 
dottes,  White  Leghorns,  and  Black  Leghorns  to  his 
stock. 

Necessary  Provision. 

Mr.  R.  Cay,  of  the  Rothbury  Poultry  Yards,  Belle- 
ville, Cape  Colony,  in  a  lecture  recently  given  at  Cape- 
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town,  after  telling  some  of  his  experiences  in  poultry- 
farming,  in  which  pursuit  he  appears  to  have  attained 
considerable  success,  gave  some  sensible  and  practical 
advice  to  those  who  intended  to  take  up  the  business. 
He  said  : 

Unfortunately  people  would  not  take  up  modern 
methods,  but  stuck  to  the  same  antiquated  ideas.  He 
said  that  anyone  entering  the  business  should  have  some 
years  of  practical  experience  behind  them,  and  the 
result  would  then  be  a  paying  proposition.  A  man  must 
be  fond  of  the  business,  be  ready  for  hard  work,  and 
have  plenty  of  grit.  Poultry-farming  was  one  of  the 
hardest  businesses  going,  and  it  needed  a  strong, 
healthy  man  to  perform  the  duties.  Intending  poultry- 
farmers  should  be  prepared  to  work  lor  the  first  two 
years  on  their  capital  and  look  for  protit  after  about 
three  years'  work.  He  deprecated  the  constant  change 
of  systems,  and  advocated  plain  feeding.  It  was  not 
good  to  go  buying  a  stray  hen  here  and  there,  but  a 
farmer  should  attempt  to  breed  a  uniform  type.  It 
made  no  difference  whether  the  object  was  eggs  or 
table  poultry,  but  he  thouglit  that  in  the  market  the  pure- 
bred birds  would  fetch  more  than  cross-breds.  From 
inquiries  he  had  made  it  seemed  that  the  demand  for 
pure  table  pouUry  was  on  the  increase.  Dressed 
poultry  could  be  sent  by  rail  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  live 
fowls.  It  behoved  every  man  to  stop  and  consider 
things  before  he  took  up  the  business.  It  was,  however, 
not  the  experienced  farmers  that  he  wanted  to  advise, 
but  those  who  were  only  starling. 

A  Transvaal  Poultry  Farm. 

The  Transvaal  Weekly  Ilhistrafed  gives  an  interesting 
and  picturesque  article  on  Mr.  Graham  Hope's  Poultry 
Farm  at  Orange  Grove,  near  Johannesburg,  which 
appears  to  be  extensive  and  well  designed.  The  breed- 
ing-pens are  described  as  follows  : 

Our  picture  shows  a  long  range  of  breeding-pens, 
each  751 1.  by  25ft.,  in  which  are  kept  the  fowls  whose 
good  qualities  entitle  them  to  be  used  for  stud  purposes. 
These  pens  are  arranged  on  the  excellent  principle  of  a 
double  run  to  each  house,  so  that  the  fowls  can  be 
changed  from  one  run  to  the  other  periodically,  thus 
keeping  them  always  on  fresh  ground,  a  most  important 
factor  in  successful  poultry  rearing.  Lucerne  is  grown 
in  these  runs  in  such  large  quantities  that  the  birds  are 
unable  to  eat  it  down,  with  the  result  that  a  perpetual 
supply  of  green  food  is  before  them,  and  there  is  no 
better  green  food  than  lucerne.  Mr.  Hope  keeps 
exhibition  and  utility  poultry,  and  is  quite  convinced  that 
no  tiner  climate  than  that  of  theTransvaal  could  be  found 
for  the  successful  rearing  of  poultry,  and,  basing  his 
judgment  on  his  own  experience  of  nine  years,  is  most 
optimistic  with  regard  to  the  future  of  the  industry.  At 
present  many  people  in  the  neighbourhood  of  towns  are 
making  profits  from  the  culture  of  pure-bred  fowls, 
which  are  kept  for  utility  purposes  and  not  for  exhibition 
at  shows,  and  it  is  only  necessary  for  the  farmer,  with 
his  much  greater  facilities,  to  recognise  their  value  for 
South  Africa  to  become  one  of  the  greatest  egg- 
producing  countries  of  the  world. 

Co-operation  in  Victoria. 

Following  the  example  of  British  Columbia,  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture  of  Victoria  (Australia)  has  pur- 
chased a  thousand  copies  of  Mr.  Edward  Brown's 
"  Report  on  the  Poultry  Industry  in  Denmark  and 
Sweden,"  published  last  year  by  the  National  Poultry 
Organisation  Society. 


Poultry  Stations  in  South  Australia. 

In  addition  to  the  principal  Poultry  Station  at  the 
Roseworthy  Agricultural  College,  there  are  three  sub- 
stations in  operation — namely,  at  Goolwa,  in  the  southern 
section  of  the  Colony,  where,  as  stated  m  the  Journal  of 
Agriculiia^e^  for  some  unknown  reason  the  south  is  not 
alive  to  the  value  of  the  poultry  industry,  and  yet  the 
whole  of  it  is  well  suited  for  poultry-breeding  ;  at  Orroroo, 
in  the  north,  where  its  value  has  been  very  great,  and 
where,  before  it  was  started,  there  were  only  a  few  fowls 
about  the  district — and  mongrels  at  that — now,  however, 
there  are  hundreds  of  pure-bred,  good  laying  fowls  on 
the  farms  ;  and  at  Kybylolite,  commenced  last  Sep- 
tember, and  serving  a  big  district. 


NOTES    FROM  NATAL 

(From  Our  Owx  Correspoxdext.) 
Exhibitions. 

We  are  just  in  the  midst  of  our  show  season,  and  the 
outstanding  feature  of  those  which  have  already  taken 
place  is  the  very  high  standard  of  exhibits,  especially  of 
Colonial-bred  birds.  Breeders  generally  have  taken  the 
lessons  to  be  learned  at  previous  shows  to  heart,  and  at 
the  leading  exhibitions,  at  any  rate,  there  has  been  an 
almost  entire  disappearance  of  "  wasters."  Indeed,  in 
most  of  the  classes  at  the  recent  Natal  Club's  show  at 
Pietermaritzburg  the  average  quality  was  so  high  that 
the  judges  had  the  greatest  difficulty  in  separating  the 
birds.  The  favourite  breeds  on  exhibition  are  the 
different  varieties  of  Wyandottes,  Leghorns,  White  and 
Brown,  Black  and  Buff  Orpingtons,  Barred  and  White 
Plymouth  Rocks,  and  Indian  Games.  In  addition  to 
these  there  is  a  sprinkling  of  most  other  breeds.  The 
"leggy"  type  of  White  Leghorn  is  disappearing  in 
favour  of  the  medium  type,  and  judges  with  "home" 
experience  state  that  the  specimens  on  view  would  quite 
hold  their  own  with  those  exhibited  at  the  leading- 
English  shows. 

Utility  PoultryKeeping. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  "  utility  "  poultry-farm- 
ing is  making  considerable  progress  in  the  Colony,  but  1 
hope  to  send  forward  an  article  on  the  subject  of  Poultry 
in  Natal  at  an  early  date,  in  which  I  shall  deal  with  this 
matter.  In  the  meantime  I  shall  conclude  by  saying 
that,  although  both  from  the  utility  and  the  fancier's 
point  of  view  we  have  very  much  to  learn,  still  we 
have  advanced  sufficiently  in  the  path  of  progress  to 
know  what  birds  should  be,  and  we  do  not  appreciate 
fowls  that  are  sometimes  sent  out  as  certain  prize- 
winners at  big  prices,  and,  when  they  land  here,  are  very 
far  from  giving  satisfaction.  Such  cases,  however,  we 
are  glad  to  say,  are  not  of  frequent  occurrence,  and  in 
most  cases  of  importations  from  "  reputable  "  breeders 
the  importers  know  that  they  are  fairly  dealt  with. 

Jas.  Fletcher. 
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The  Weather  and  the  Stock, 

Until  quite  recently  the  summer  of  1909  has  been 
chiefly  remarkable  for  its  unsummerlike  character,  and 
the  effect  upon  poultry  is  noticeable  in  more  ways  than 
one.  Amateurs,  who  are  generally  fine-weather  fanciers, 
have  found  it  very  trying,  but  so  far  as  the  growth  of 
young  l:)irds  is  concerned  wet  weather  certainly  has  its 
compensations.  So  long  as  the  birds  are  properly 
housed  and  are  provided  with  shelters  in  case  of  heavy 
rainstorms,  it  will  be  found  that  it  is  easier  and  cheaper 
to  grow  young  stock  in  wet  weather  than  in  dry.  There 
are  more  worms  in  the  ground,  and  an  occasional  sunny 
day  brings  out  myriads  of  flies  and  insects  of  all  kinds, 
whereas  in  a  dry  summer,  when  the  ground  becomes 
baked,  the  birds  get  little  animal  food  unless  it  is  given 
to  them.  So  much  for  the  actual  growth.  But  it  is  a 
different  matter  when  it  comes  to  the  feathering.  Young- 
birds  never  feather  so  well  in  a  wet  season  as  in  a  dry 
one.  Warmth  and  sunshine  are  apparently  essential  to 
the  ripening  process,  as  we  may  term  it,  and  when  those 
essentials  are  not  present  the  birds,  and  especially  the 
cockerels,  linger  on  week  after  week,  growing  a  few 
feathers  at  a  time,  right  into  the  autumn.  Then  again, 
as  regards  early  moulting,  this  has  been  a  most  disas- 
trous season,  for  in  this  case  also  warmth  and  sunshine 
are  necessary  to  get  rid  of  the  old  dead  feathers  and 
induce  new  growth. 

Some  Difficuhies  of  Mouhing. 

I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  subject  of  moulting, 
in  all  its  ramifications,  has  been  somewhat  neglected  by 
experts  and  writers,  with  the  result  that  the  amateur 
gets  to  know  very  little  about  the  subject  beyond  what 
knowledge  he  picks  up  for  himself.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  weather,  the  food,  the  housing,  the 
accommodation,  and  numerous  local  conditions  all 
have  their  effect  upon  the  process  of  moulting,  which, 
though  a  perfectly  natural  operation,  is  often  rendered 
more  difficult  for  the  birds  by  the  conditions  under 
which  they  are  kept.  I  ha\  e  noticed  many  times  that 
birds  leading   a  semi-wild  existence  upon  the  fields 


moult  easily  and  cjuickly  compared  with  the  over- 
domesticated  creatures  we  keep  in  our  small  runs,  and 
it  is  obvious  that  the  conditions  in  the  latter  case 
cannot  be  favourable.  Of  course,  such  birds  lack  the 
hard  condition  and  fitness  of  those  kept  at  lil^erty  ;  but 
many  of  them  become  excessively  fat  through  careless 
feeding,  and  though  a  fat  bird  has  a  better  chance  of 
coming  through  the  moult  than  a  thin  one,  this  is  not 
the  ideal  condition  for  the  process.  The  only  way  to 
avoid  trouble  with  birds  in  small  runs  is  to  keep  them 
healthy  by  means  of  exercise,  reduce  the  food  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  summer  until  the  new  feathers  are 
growing,  and  then  give  them  an  entire  change  of  food, 
and  surroundings  as  well,  if  possil^le,  with  an  occasional 
tonic  to  assist  the  Ijracing  process  further. 

Age  of  Stock  for  Breeding. 

I  was  reading  recently  in  a  poultry  note  intended  for 
amateur  consumption  that  young  fowls  invariably  make 
the  best  breeders.  I  take  it  that  the  best  breeders 
are  those  which  produce  the  finest  chickens,  and  the 
man  who  imagines  yearlings  to  be  the  best  for  this 
purpose  is  a  long  way  from  the  mark.  You  may  get 
chickens  earlier  in  the  season  from  young  slock,  owing  to 
many  old  birds  being  late  with  the  moult  ;  but  if  you 
want  size  and  vigour  you  must  pin  your  faith  upon 
two-year-old  birds,  which,  being  ripe  and  thoroughly 
developed,  are  better  suited  for  breeding  purposes  than 
youngsters  that  have  barely  finished  growing.  I  believe 
that  many  people  lose  size  and  vigour  in  their  strains  by 
breeding  every  year  from  young  birds,  and  I  am  sure 
that  small  eggs  may  be  attributed  in  some  measure  to 
this  cause.  Amateurs  must  not,  however,  get  mixed  up 
with  layers  and  breeders  in  this  connection.  I  have 
often  said  that  yearlings  make  the  most  profitable  layers 
because  ihey  lay  the  most  eggs  ;  but  two-  and  even 
three-year-old  birds  are  the  most  satisfactory  breeders 
because  they  produce  the  best  chickens. 

Unrelated  Cockerels. 

It  is  a  cherished  tradition  among  poultry-keepers  that 
an  unrelated  cockerel  should  be  introduced  every  year 
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to  keep  up  the  vigour  and  productiveness  of  the  flock, 
and  so  far  as  amateurs  are  concerned  I  do  not  feel 
jusiified  in  upsetting  that  tradition,  though  I  think  it 
might  be  quaUfied  with  a  Httle  more  detailed  advice. 
Vigour  is  a  quality  of  great  importance  to  the  amateur, 
and  for  its  sake  he  will  do  well  to  avoid  the  more 
intricate  path  of  inbreeding,  which  the  expert  breeder 
will  negotiate  in  safety.  But  when  one  recommends  the 
use  of  unrelated  cockerels  one  must  add  that  these 
cockerels  should  come  from  a  reliable  source.  At  the 
best  this  kind  of  breeding  is  purely  chance,  but  there  is 
obviously  more  hope  of  improving  one's  stock  with  a 
cockerel  from  a  prolific  strain  than  with  a  bird  picked  up 
casually  from  a  farmer,  or  cottager,  who  has  one  to  spare 
at  a  low  price.  So  long  as  you  are  introducing  useful 
blood  into  your  yards,  you  stand  a  reasonable  chance  of 
breeding  some  really  good  young  birds  ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  by  obtaining  cockerels  without  knowing  anything 
of  their  origin  you  run  the  risk  of  losing  whatever  useful 
properties  your  stock  may  already  possess. 


THE  AMATEUR'S  GUIDE 
SEPTEMBER. 


FOR 


'^HIS  is  the  month  when  many  people  purchase 
pullets  for  winter  laying,  and  an  important  matter 
of  this  kind  deserves  special  consideration.  Whether 
we  buy  now  or  later,  our  object  invariably  is  to  get 
pullets  that  will  lay  during  the  winter  when  eggs  are 
most  valuable,  and  I  am  afraid  that  a  great  many 
amateurs  who  commence  with  this  hope  fail  to  realise 
their  ambition. 

The  great  thing  is  to  get  them  the  right  age  for 
commencing  laying  about  the  middle  or  end  of  October. 
As  a  rule  pullets  are  too  young,  but  I  have  known  people 
who  determined  to  be  on  the  safe  side,  and  who  bought 
birds  just  reddening  up  to  lay,  which  very  soon  fell  into 
moult,  and  proved  of  no  more  service  until  late  in  the 
winter.  To  explain  the  cause  of  this,  I  must  point  out 
that  a  change  of  scene,  food,  and  quarters  just  when 
pullets  are  preparing  to  lay  invariably  has  the  effect  of 
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Litter. 

A  supply  of  cheap  litter  is  envied  by  many  poultry- 
keepers,  and  in  view  of  the  approach  of  autumn  I  would 
like  to  point  out  the  valuable  character  of  fallen  leaves 
for  this  purpose.  Those  of  us  who  live  in  the  country 
invariably  look  forward  to  a  few  dry  days  after  the  leaves 
have  fallen  to  store  away  as  much  as  we  can  accommo- 
date, and  I  know  several  people  in  towns  who  employ 
boys  or  go  themselves  to  open  spaces  in  order  to  gather 
up  the  leaves.  Oak  and  beech  leaves  are  the  best  for 
this  purpose. 


upsetting  them  to  such  an  extent  that  many  fall  into 
moult.  This  has  been  proved  in  the  laying  competi- 
tions, where  the  chief  difficulty  which  competitors  have 
to  contend  against  is  in  selecting  birds  that  will 
commence  to  lay  at  the  right  time  and  continue  through 
the  winter. 

By  buying  cheap  pullets,  such  as  are  frequently 
advertised,  one  is  likely  to  have  the  unpleasant  experi- 
ence of  not  getting  an  egg  all  the  winter  ;  and  to  be  sure 
that  the  birds  are  actually  what  they  are  represented  to 
be  it  is  necessary  to  see  them  before  buying.    So  many 
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amateurs  are  taken  in  by  extravagantly  worded  adver- 
tisements, and  buy  pullets  for  winter  laying,  only  to  find 
that  the  birds  are  little  more  than  half-grown,  that  I 
must  lay  particular  stress  upon  this  advice. 

It  should  also  be  remembered  that  when  pullets  are 
moved  to  a  new  home  their  development  will  be  checked, 
and  they  will  need  some  little  time  to  settle  down  before 
they  ripen  up  for  laying.  Therefore,  if  you  obtain 
pullets  that  are  well  grown,  but  have  not  yet  commenced 
to  redden  up  for  laying,  you  will  stand  a  very  good 
chance  of  getting  eggs  irom  them  before  November  and 
of  keeping  them  laying  through  the  winter. 

The  foregoing  remarksapply  equally  to  beginners  and  to 
those  who  wish  to  replenish  their  stock,  for  this  is  the  best 
time  of  the  year  to  commence  poultry-keeping.  Houses 
and  runs  should  be  put  up,  of  course,  before  the  birds  are 
bought,  and  the  weather  is  favourable  for  that  work  also. 

Those  who  have  been  breeding  young  stock  must 
begin  to  thin  them  out  rigorously,  for  the  best  of  the 
pullets  will  soon  be  beginning  to  lay,  and  where 
accommodation  is  limited  it  is  bad  policy  to  retain  birds 


that  are  not  likely  to  pay  any  longer  for  their  keep.  The 
trouble  is  that  many  people  do  not  know  which  birds 
v^ill  pay  them.  Well,  in  the  first  place,  it  is  no  use 
keeping  a  big  flock  of  cockerels.  A  few  birds  may  be 
retained,  in  view  of  breeding  or  selling,  but  the  majority 
should  be  cleared  off  as  early  as  possible,  as  well  as  any 
deformed  or  otherwise  imperfect  pullets.  The  late 
hatched  birds  are  generally  the  chief  difficulty  just  now, 
for  they  occupy  some  of  the  best  ground.  With  these, 
however,  the  thinning-out  process  should  commence,  and 
though  small,  unnecessary  cockerels  should  be  killed  off 
whenever  they  are  well  fleshed. 

Amateurs  as  a  rule  have  little  accommodation  for 
early  breeding  and  few  birds  suitable  at  this  time  of  the 
year.  Those  who  have,  however,  might  do  worse  than 
mate  up  a  pen  for  breeding  table  chickens.  I  know  one 
or  two  people  who  do  this  by  keeping  late  hatched  birds 
of  last  year  for  the  purpose,  but  it  is  little  use  attempt- 
ing the  work  unless  one  has  some  sheltered  runs  where 
the  chickens  can  be  reared  and  kept  comfortable  during 
the  winter. 
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POST-MORTEM  EXAMINATIONS. 

We  have  made  arrangements  by  which  post-mortem 
examinations  of  poultry  and  game  can  be  effected  for 
our  readers  upon  the  following  conditions  : 

1.  Tlic  spcciiiicii  is  to  be  fonvnrdcd  fosta^lc  or  carrias^c 

paid  and  securely  f  ached  to  Bioto^ist"  297,  Triuity- 
road,  Waiidswortti  Coiunioii,  London,  S.W. 

2.  Til e  fee  of  2S.  6d.  (stamps  xvill  not  he  accepted)  must 

be  remitted  with  each  specimen  and  a  letter  ^ivinii 
farticidars  of  feedin}<  and  honsing,  or  any  symptoms 
ivhich  were  observed  before  death. 

3.  Birds  slionid  on  no  account  he  addressed  to  the  office 

of  the  paper.  If  forwarded  there  they  ivitl  be  returned 
to  the  sender. 

It  is  recommended  that  specimens  be  dispatched  by 
parcels  post,  where  practicable,  and  as  soon  after  death  as 
possible.  A  reply  will  be  recfeived  by  letter,  defining  the 
disease,  its  cause,  treatment  and  prevention. 


What  IS  Pip? 

A  correspondent  writing  from  Dwyka  River,  Cape 
Colony,  asks  for  information  regarding  pip  and  its 
treatment.  Before  going  into  the  question  it  is  neces- 
sary to  be  very  clear  as  to  what  is  precisely  meant  by 
the  term,  for  even  in  different  parts  of  England  it  is 
applied  to  many  various  ailments  in  which  growths  and 
swellings  of  the  tongue  are  a  distinctive  feature.  In 
some  districts  the  name  is  misapplied  to  the  mem- 
branous exudations  of  the  mouth  occurring  in  the 
course  of  diphtheritis.  In  others  any  warty  growth  of 
the  tongue,  such  as  papilloma,  is  described  as  pip. 
Our  correspondent,  however,  is  more  definite  in  apply- 
ing the  name  to  "a  horny  casing  enveloping  the  tongue, 
preventing  the  fowl  from  eating,  and  thus  starving  it  to 
death."  Dr.  Salmon  believed  that  this  peculiar  con- 
dition of  the  tongue  arises  from  an  inflammation  forming 
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a  secretion  that  dries  rapidly,  and,  in  doing  so,  raises 
and  hardens  the  outer  skin  of  the  tongue  like  a  corn. 
The  tenderness  thus  produced  would  naturally  prevent 
the  fowl  from  eating,  but  disinclination  for   food  is 
equally  common  in  other  inflammations  of  the  mouth. 
For  instance,  in  the  skin  disease  of  poultry  known  as 
Diollusatin  co/u'agiosion  slow  starvation  for  the  same 
reason  is  frequent.    The  late  Mr.  Lewis  Wright  was  of 
opinion  that  this  affection  of  the  tongue  occasionally 
breaks  out  in  epidemic  form,  and  cites  three  such  out- 
breaks in  different  yards.    For  our  part  we  are  inclined 
to  look  upon  pip  in  poultry  as  caused  by  a  fermentative 
fungus  derived  from  unwholesome  food,  such  as  mouldy 
bran  or  meal  or  milk  that  has  turned  sour.    We  would 
therefore  identify  it  with  the  similar  ailments  met  with 
among   cattle  as   "  brush  "   and  in  human  beings  as 
"thrush,"  and  treat  it  upon  similar  lines.    Painting  the 
tongue  first  with  a  solution  of  two  grains  of  nitrate 
of  silver  dissolved  in  an  ounce  of  water,  followed  by  a 
syringing  of  the  mouth  with  a  lotion  of  boracic  acid  (ten 
grains  to  the  ounce  of  water)  twice  daily,  is  a  local 
treatment  which  will  usually  be  found  effective.    But  as 
the  soreness  of  the  tongue  interferes  with  feeding  and 
often  means  that  there  are  other  gastric  disturbances, 
it  will  be  beneficial  to  feed  the  bird  with  a  soft  wholesome 
food  to  which  may  be  added  some  powdered  gentian  or 
other  stomachic  bitter.    No  attempt  should  be  made  to 
remove  the  horny  growth  by  force,  although  that  is  often 
advocated.    To  do  so  has  no  curative  effect  and  only 
adds  to  the  discomfort  and  soreness.    Taking  this  view 
of  pip,  it  would,  we  think,  remove  much  confusion  and 
bring  the  disease  more  into  line  with  accepted  veterinary 
and   human   pathology   if    the   term    were  dropped 
altogether  and  that  of  "  Stomatitis  "  substituted  for  it. 

To  Disinfect  an  Earth'Run, 

Certain  diseases  of  poultry  such  as  Klein's  enteritis, 
tuberculosis,  and  some  others  that  depend  upon  the  pre- 
sence of  parasites  in  the  digestive  tract  are  spread 
rapidly  by  means  of  the  excrement  containing  microbes, 
parasites,  or  their  ova  tainting  the  ground.  No  measures 
that  comprise  only  the  treatment  and  isolation  of  the 
sick  birds  will  be  of  any  avail  in  subduing  the  epidemic 
unless  the  healthy  ones  are  removed  to  other  quarters 
and  the  soiled  floors  thoroughly  renewed  and  disinfected. 
In  the  case  of  an  earth-run  this  is  best  done  as  follows  : 
All  feathers,  straw,  chaff,  or  other  rubbish  should  be  first 
raked  off  and  burnt.  The  surface  earth  to  the  depth  of 
three  or  four  inches  may  then  be  scooped  off  with  a 
spade.  The  disposal  of  this  material  is  important.  It 
should  be  removed  to  some  corner  where  it  will  never  be 
liable  to  be  scratched  up  again  and  buried  in  quicklime. 
The  run  is  then  to  be  watered  all  over  with  a  strong 
disinfectant  liquid.  A  10  per  cent,  solution  of  car- 
bolic acid  in  water  is  suitable  for  many  diseases,  although 
in  some  a  5  per  cent,  solution  is  sufficient.  After 
saturation,  the  earth  is  to  be  well  sprinkled  with  quick- 
Hme  and  turned  over  to  the  depth  of  a  spade.  If  ground 
so  treated  is  allowed  to  remain  unoccupied  and  open  to 
sunlight  for  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks,  and  then  once 


more  watered  with  disinfectant,  it  will  after  that  time  be 
ready  for  occupation. 

A  Wet  Summer« 

The  months  of  June  and  July  were  remarkable,  at  any 
rate  in  the  home  and  southern  counties  of  England,  for 
the  rainfall.  There  were  few  days  without  showers,  and 
among  poultry  on  grass  runs,  or  kept  on  the  colony 
system,  ailments  have  been  proportionately  numerous. 
Of  these  the  chief  one  has  been  catarrhal  roup.  This 
must  not  be  confounded  with  the  true  roup,  or,  as  it  is 
termed,  diphtheritis,  a  much  more  serious  and  virulent 
malady.  Commencing  as  a  thin,  watery  discharge  from  the 
nostrils,  mouth,  and  eyes — and  it  may  be  even  limited  to 
one  eye — the  secretion  if  neglected  rapidly  becomes 
thicker,  more  purulent,  and  inclined  to  collect  about  the 
tongue  and  angles  of  the  beak  in  yellow  flakes.  These 
differ  from  the  chamois-leather-like  exudations  of  diph- 
theria in  that  they  are  easily  removable  and  not 
adherent  to  the  tongue  and  throat,  while  the  disease  is 
not  marked  by  the  signs  of  prostration  which  accompany 
the  graver  ailment.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  well  to 
remember  that  the  mucous  discharge  is  contagious  and 
capable  of  infecting  several  in  a  tiock.  Prompt  isola- 
tion, a  warm  pen,  syringing  out  the  mouth  and  nostrils 
with  a  20  per  cent,  solution  of  boracic  acid  in  hot  water 
two  or  three  times  a  day,  and  a  few  small  doses  of  car- 
bonate of  ammonia  and  camphor,  or  ipecacuanha  and 
glycerine,  will  soon  restore  the  sufferer.  Neglect  of 
early  treatment  results  in  extension  of  the  infective 
secretion  down  the  air  passages,  where  it  sets  up 
bronchitis  and  pneumonia,  complications  that  lead  to 
many  losses.  Exposure  to  rain  and  wet  grass  runs  are 
the  predisposing  causes  of  catarrhal  roup,  but  preventive 
measures  against  these  are,  in  such  a  rainy  summer  as 
we  have  experienced,  by  no  means  easy  to  carry  out. 


TUBERCULOSIS  OF  FOWLS. 

(From  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Ontario  Agricultural 
College.) 

'^UBERCULOSIS  may  exist  extensively  among 
fowls,  especially  in  large  flocks,  but  seldom  kills 
enough  birds  at  any  one  time  to  draw  the  particular  atten- 
tion of  the  owner  to  the  trouble.  Many  farmers  say 
they  have  been  losing  a  bird  or  two  occasionally  for  a 
year  or  more,  and  that  the  loss  is  gradually  increasing. 
The  loss  constitutes  a  steady  drain,  yet  is  not  large 
enough  at  any  one  time  to  awaken  the  farmer  to  a 
realisation  of  what  the  total  loss  would  amount  to  in  a 
series  of  years.  Nor  is  the  loss  always  a  gradual  one. 
Within  the  last  few  months,  two  farmers  have  sent  tuber- 
cular fowls,  and  each  stated  that  he  had  lost  about  a 
hundred  from  the  same  disease  within  two  years.  A 
third  said  he  had  lost  about  one  a  week  for  over  a  year. 

Tuberculosis  of  birds  is  confined  mostly  to  fowls, 
although  other  poultry  may  contract  the  disease.  Two 
interesting  cases  were  examined  in  our  laboratory  last 
year  in  wild  geese  which  had  been  kept  for  some  time 
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in  captivity.  Both  were  found  to  be  badly  aft'ected  with 
tuberculosis,  and  we  transmitted  the  disease  from  these 
cases  to  chickens.  Pheasants,  turkeys,  and  pigeons  may 
be  affected.  Authorities  differ  in  their  opinion  as  to  the 
susceptibility  of  ducks.  Singing  birds  in  captivity  are 
said  to  be  highly  susceptible. 

Symptoms.  —There  is  no  noticeable  symptom  of 
tubercular  infection  until  the  disease  has  progressed  far 
enough  to  cause  emaciation,  which  is  nearly  always 
present,  and  which  in  advanced  cases  is  extreme. 
Pernot,  of  the  Oregon  Experiment  Station,  described  a 
case  in  which  a  Plymouth  Rock  hen  originally  weighing 
41bs.  was  reduced  in  weight  to  22ozs.  The  comb  and 
wattles  and  skin  about  the  head  usually  become  pale. 
Emaciation  is  usually  accompanied  by  lameness,  and 
there  is  nearly  always  a  persistent  diarrhoea,  the  faeces 
appearing  yellowish  or  greenish  white.  In  the  latter 
stages  of  the  disease  the  feathers  become  ruffled,  and 
the  fowls  are  weak,  more  or  less  mopy,  and  move  about 
but  little.  The  eyes  are  bright  in  most  cases  until  death 
is  near.  The  appetite  is  good  throughout  the  sickness, 
and  the  fowls  often  eat  ravenously  until  a  few  days 
before  death. 

Spread  of  Tuberculosis. — Tuberculosis  is  caused 
by  a  minute  bacterial  organism,  Bacillus  tuberculosis 
of  birds.  The  bacteria  gain  entrance  to  certain  portions 
of  the  body  and  multiply  there,  causing  the  formation  of 
the  nodules  or^tubercles  seen  on  autopsy.  The  spread 
of  the  disease  occurs  when  the  bacteria  are  transferred 
directly  or  indirectly  from  the  affected  birds  to  the 
healthy  ones. 

We  have  made  microscopic  examinations  of  the  drop- 
pings in  a  number  of  cases  and  found  the  tubercle 
bacteria  present.  The  droppings  of  tubercular  fowls 
must,  therefore,  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant sources  of  infection  of  the  healthy  stock.  The 
common  farm^practice  of  feeding  from  the  ground  or  in 
low  dishes  or  troughs,  furnishes  ample  opportunity  for 
the  food  to  become  fouled  with  faeces,  and  one  or  two 
sick  birds  passing  tubercle  bacteria  might  easily  serve 
to  infect  a  large  percentage  of  a  llock.  Although  sun- 
light is  rapidly  fatal  to  this  germ,  it  does  not  have 
opportunity  to  act  freely  on  all  infectious  material. 
Indoors  the  bacteria  may  remain  alive  and  dangerous 
for  many  weeks,  and  may  infect  the  healthy  birds.  There 
is  always  the  possibility  also  of  carrying  infected  foeces 
on  the  feet  to  food  outside  the  chicken-house.  Another 
dangerous  [practice,  all  too  frequent,  is  that  of  leaving 
carcases  of  birds  that  have  died  of  tuberculosis  to  be 
eaten  by  the  hogs  or  chickens. 

The  Control  of  Tuberculosis  in  Fowls. — 
There  is  no  cure  for  tuberculosis  in  fowls,  and 
attempted  treatment  is  a  waste  of  time  and  money 
expended  for  so-called  remedies.  The  only  course  open 
is  to  adopt  measures  for  eradicating  the  disease  from 
flocks  already  infected,  and  for  preventing  future  in- 
fection. 

Eradication. — The  quickest   and    most  effective 


method  of  eradicating  the  disease  is  to  destroy  all  the 
fowls,  and  thoroughly  disinfect  the  premises.    In  small 
flocks    known  to  l^e  infected   with   tuberculosis  this 
measure  is  advisable.    In  larger  flocks,  or  when  it  is 
desired  to  preserve  a  certain  strain  in  breeding,  less 
drastic  measures  may  be  adopted  with  final  satisfactory 
results.     There   is   no  known  test   to   determine  the 
presence  of  the  disease  until  it  has  progressed  so  far 
as  to  cause  lameness  or  emaciation.  Ward,  of  California, 
has  shown  that  tuberculin  is  of  no  value  as  a  diagnostic 
agent  for  tuberculosis  of  fowls.    There  is  good  reason 
to  believe  that  birds  may  be  discharging  the  germs  in 
the  droppings,  although  the  disease  may  not  be  far 
enough  advanced  to  show  noticeable  symptoms.  Hence 
all  individuals  of  the  flock  must  be  regarded  as  dangerous 
to  those  free  from  disease,  and  the  latter  should  be  kept 
separate.    All  fowls  suspected  of  having  the  disease 
should  be   slaughtered   and    the  carcases  completely 
burned.     Roosts,    houses,  &c.,  should   be  disinfected 
frequently.    Inasmuch  as  affected  birds  may  be  con- 
tinually distributing    the  bacteria   in   their  fa?ces,  an 
occasional  disinfection  will  be  insufficient.     No  feed 
should  be  gi\en  the  fowls  on  the  ground.  Feeding- 
dishes  or  troughs  should  be  frequently  scalded  with 
boiling  water.    It  is  not  believed  that  this  disease  is 
transmitted  through  the  egg.    Hence  if  the  young  chicks 
are  placed  on  ground  not  previously  inhabited  by  the  old 
stock,  the  chances  are  very  favourable  for  rearing  them 
free  from  tuberculosis.     Care  should  l^e  observed  in 
purchasing  new  birds  that  they  come  from  flocks  which 
are  free  from  disease.    Experience  on  some  of  the  large 
poultry-ranches  of  California  has  shown  that  the  transfer 
of  laying  hens  is  an  important  factor  in  the  transmission 
of  the  disease.  Poultry-raisers  should,  as  far  as  possible, 
raise  their  own  stock. 

Disinfection. — The  first  thing  to  do  in  putting  the 
poultry  premises  in  sanitary  condition  is  to  scrape  the 
roosts,  walls,  floors,  and  nests  thoroughly  clean.  This 
loose  rulDbish,  together  with  loose  boards,  &c.,  should  be 
completely  burned.  When  this  has  been  done,  the 
entire  place  should  be  whitewashed,  with  lime-water — 
crude  carbolic  acid — solution,  in  the  pioportion  of 
twenty  gallons  of  lime-water  to  one  gallon  of  crude 
carbolic  acid.  Unslaked  lime  should  be  used  mixed 
with  enough  water  to  give  it  the  consistency  of  thin 
cream,  and  the  carbolic  acid  then  added.  This  mixture 
may  be  sprayed  on  or  put  on  with  a  brush,  due  care 
being  observed  to  see  that  every  particle  of  surface  in 
the  poultry-house  is  well  covered.  Coal  tar  disinfectants 
may  be  used  alone  in  place  of  the  above  mixture,  but 
they  are  more  expensive  and  no  more  effective.  After 
disinfection,  clean  boards  may  be  placed  beneath  the 
roosts  to  catch  the  droppings,  thus  facilitating  the  work 
in  future  cleaning.  Slaked  lime  placed  on  these  boards 
will  absorb  the  moisture  from  the  droppings  and  will  add 
to  their  fertilising  value. 

The  yards  should  be  kept  as  clean  as  possible  and  free 
from  loose  boards  and  all  unnecessary  litter  of  any  kind. 
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Another  Grant, 

Minnesota  has  not  done  so  much  in  poultry  as  some 
■of  the  other  States,  but  it  is  announced  that  the  Legis- 
lature has  sanctioned  the  spending  of  5,000  dols.  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  instruction  in  poultry-keeping.  The 
fund  is  to  be  used  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Regents  at  the  Farm  School,  St.  Anthony's  Park.  The 
sum  is  not  a  large  one,  but  an  excellent  beginning, 

When  Fertility  Commences. 

This  is  an  important  question  which  has  never  been 
fully  determined,  and  results  obtained  are  very  variable. 
J\IontJiIy  Hints  on  Poultry  records  an  experiment  by 
.Mr.  A.  J.  Odam,  at  the  L^angammarch  Wells  Poultry 
Farm,  in  which  it  was  found  that  with  an  Indian  Game 
cock  mated  with  Buff  Orpington  hens,  on  May  3,  one 
egg  laid  three  days  after  mating  was  lertile,  and  that 
there  were  four  eggs  en  the  fourth  day,  from  which 
chickens  were  hatched.  It  was  not  until  the  eleventh 
day  that  all  the  eggs  laid  were  vitalised.  The  experi- 
ment is  being  continued  at  other  seasons,  the  results  of 
which  should  be  ^-ery  valuable. 

Use  of  Skim  Milk. 

Experiments  in  the  use  of  skim  milk  for  growing 
chicks  have  been  made  in  Kansas.  Forty  chicks  were 
•divided  into  two  equal  lots,  and  were  treated  alike 
except  that  one  lot  was  supplied  with  skim  milk  and  the 
other  was  not.  At  the  expiry  of  six  weeks  it  was  found 
that  the  former  had  gained  330oz.  and  the  latter  i24oz. 
This  confirms  a  previous  experiment  in  which  the  milk- 
fed  chickens  gained  35520z.  and  the  non-milk  192j^oz. 
The  cost  with  milk  was  higher  per  bird,  but  in  respect  to 
weight  gained  much  less. 

Geneva  Experiment  Station, 

The  New  York  Experiment  Station  at  Geneva  bears 
an  excellent  record  for  its  work,  and  the  completion  of 
twenty-five  years  since  its  establishment  has  been 
celebrated  by  the  publication  of  a  most  valuable  resicvic 
of  the  experiments  carried  out.  The  section  devoted  to 
poultry,  which  has  always  received  a  considerable  share 
of  attention,  is  by  Mr.  W.  P.  Wheeler.    The  record  is  a 


very  valuable  one,  dealing  with  many  prolDlems  present- 
ing themselves  to  the  poultry-keeper. 

Is  the  Mendel  Law  of  Practical  Value  ? 

Whatever  may  be  the  ultimate  use  of  Mendelism  to 
the  breeder  of  pure-bred  stock,  and  that  has  yet  to  be 
determined,  up  to  the  present  evidence  is  wanting  that  it 
is  likely  to  yield  satisfactory  results  in  respect  to  egg  and 
meat  production.  This  is  evidently  the  view  of  Fann 
Poultry,  which  says  : 

The  truth  (as  we  see  it)  is  that  the  ^leiidelian  experi- 
ments with  poultry,  using  conspicuous  or  odd  characters 
as  best  suited  to  the  demonstrations  undertaken,  are  not 
carried  far  enough  to  be  convincing  to  poultry-breeders. 
As  ah-eady  stated,  to  the  expert  poultry-breeder  the 
Mendelian  investigator  has  shown  himself  so  much  a 
novice  in  discriminating  classihcation  of  his  results  that 
the  poultryman  does  not  take  the  other  man  and  his 
work  as  seriously  as  he  ought  to.  If  these  principles 
do  apph'  in  general  poultry-breeding,  the  best  practical 
demonstration  of  the  fact  would  be  a  little  practical 
work.  That  may  come  in  time,  but  we  fear  not,  for — 
frankly — we  believe,  and  we  think  the  scientists  are 
shrewd  enough  to  foresee,  that  nothing  would  so  quickly 
reduce  this  over-inHated  isni  to  its  true  proportions  as  to 
put  it  in  form  to  which  practical  men  could  apply  their 
standard  measurements. 

If  we  are  wrong  about  practical  applications  of 
Mendelian  theories  (or  about  anything  else),  we  want  to 
be  set  right.  If  anyone,  anywhere,  has  applied  these 
principles  in  prJictical  breeding  operations,  either  for 
fancy  or  utilitx",  with  sufficient  numbers  of  birds  to  make 
his  work  important,  and  with  results  that  indicate  the 
principles  are  valuable  as  eveiyday  working  principles, 
we  want  to  tell  our  readers  all  about  it.  As  at  present 
informed,  we  have  known  nothiug  else  (in  a  long 
acquaintance  with  poultrymen  and  matters)  put  forward 
so  confident] V,  on  hiyh  authoritv,  with  so  little  actual 
test. 

Educational  Exhibits. 

At  the  Royal  Lancashire  a  \ery  interesting  display 
was  made  of  poultry  from  the  Lancashire  County 
Council  Farm  at  Hatton.  This  included  live  and 
dressed  fowls  of  the  usual  table  breeds,  showing  the 
results  of  different  crosses.  Eggs  from  the  various  breeds 
of  poultry  kept  on  the  farm  were  displayed,  with  egg- 
boxes  of  various  designs.  The  trussing  competition  for 
students  awakened  a  large  amount  of  interest. 
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POULTRY  DEMONSTRATIONS  AT 
BEVERLEY. 

J7OLLOWING  up  their  success  at  Halifax  last  year, 
the  Great  Yorkshire  Show  arranged  for  further 
demonstrations  at  Beverley  on  August  10,  11,  and  12. 
The  demonstrations  were  held  in  a  capital  shed,  with 
plenty  of  seating  accommodation,  and  if  the  large 
crowds  that  gathered  up  at  the  stated  times  for  the 
demonstrations  to  commence  were  an  indication  of  the 
interest,  then  undoubtedly  they  were  one  of  the  most 
attractive  features  of  the  show. 

The  lecturer  and  demonstrator,  Mr.  Fred  W.  Parton, 
of  the  Leeds  University,  stated  at  the  commencement 
that  while  the  production  of  eggs  was  the  branch  of 
poultry-keeping  of  greatest  importance  in  Yorkshire, 
the  preparation  of  table  poultry  was  much  neglected, 
and  improved  methods  were  undoubtedly  necessary  if 
the  Yorkshire  fowls  were  ever  to  obtain  a  footing  for 
their  quality  in  the  leading  English  markets.  The 
lecturer  fully  explained  the  Surrey  and  Sussex  methods 
of  fattening  and  shaping,  and  practically  illustrated  the 
advantage  of  fattening  by  displaying  some  excellent 
specimens  which  had  been  crammed  at  a  fattening 
establishment  in  V^orkshire,  where  the  Sussex  principle 
is  carried  out.  The  demonstrations  in  dressing  and 
trussing  and  boning  chickens  were  watched  with  intense 
interest  by  large  crowds,  every  movement  of  the  various 
operations  being  carefully  followed. 

Mr.  Parton  gave  a  short  address  on  the  importance  of 
selecting  breeds  most  suitable  for  the  East  Riding  of 
Yorkshire,  where  conditions  vary  considerably.  He 
also  gave  some  useful  hints  on  the  qualities  of  hens 
which  should  be  sought  after,  be  they  for  egg  or  flesh 
production.  In  dealing  with  eggs,  the  importance  of  a 
regular  supply  all  the  year  round  was  pressed  home  very 
emphatically,  and  the  items  were  enumerated  in  the 
management  of  poultry,  which  assist  materially  in  the 
winter  egg  supply.  He  gave  also  such  useful  informa- 
tion as  the  time  of  year  to  hatch  out  chickens  and  the 
breeds  best  adapted  lor  this  purpose. 

Altogether  the  lectures  and  demonstrations  were 
highly  instructive,  and  of  educational  value,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  other  county  shows  may  see  their  way  to 
introduce  something  of  the  same  nature.  Not  the  least 
interesting  display  was  a  pair  of  Capons — Faverolles  and 
Buff  Orpington — and  two  Cockerels  of  the  same  breed 
and  age,  reared  under  similar  conditions  ;  the  average 
weights  being  Capons,  51b.  9oz.  ;  Cockerels,  31b.  15oz. 
The  showing  of  the  live  birds  was  a  great  attraction. 


A  GERMAN  POULTRY-HOUSE. 

'^HE  scratching-shed  of  which  we  give  an  illustration 
is  a  model  which  might  well  be  copied  by  poultry- 
keepers  in  this  country.  The  following  brief  description 
will  indicate  its  chief  features  :  It  is  lift,  square,  7ft. 
high  in  front,  and  5ft.  high  at  the  back.  The  framework 
is  substantial,  and  the  walls  and  roof  are  timber-built, 
but  the  latter  is  also  covered  with  thatch.    The  greater 


portion  of  the  front  is  wire-netted,  but  a  shutter  one- 
half  the  size  of  the  opening  protects  the  inmates  from 
rain  or  snow.  The  roosting-chamber  is  situated  at  the 
back,  and  as  it  is  raised  above  the  floor  it  does  not  take 
away  from  the  scratching  area.  This  chamber  is  28in. 
wide,  and  runs  the  whole  length  of  the  shed.  During 
inclement  weather  canvas  shutters  can  be  used  to  give 


further  protection.  From  this  roosting-place  there  is  a 
"bolting-wire"  leading  into  the  laying  section,  and  again 
a  further  door  leads  into  what  is  termed  the  "control- 
room."  By  such  an  arrangement  it  is  possible  to  trap- 
nest  the  flock  as  a  whole,  but  one  is  not  able  to  obtain 
individual  records.  Herr  Inspector  Keiser,  of  the 
Wiesbaden  Kammer,  considers  that  as  this  form  of 
house  is  used  by  the  smaller  farming  class,  it  would 
be  inadvisable  to  suggest  their  working  with  the  usual 
type  of  individual  trap-nest.  Such  a  house  is  designed 
to  accommodate  thirty  to  forty  birds,  and  the  cost  in 
Germany  is  about  £10. 


EARTH   SALTS:  AN  IMPORTANT 
ELEMENT  IN  FEEDING. 

IX/TR.  CHAS.  A.  CYPHERS  is  an  ardent  experi- 
menter. His  attempts  to  solve  the  problem  of 
rearing  chickens  profitably  on  a  large  scale  have  shown 
that  there  is  a  missing  link.  That  is  his  object  to 
discover.  In  Bulletin  No.  2  of  the  Model  Poultry 
Company  (Buffalo,  N.Y.)  he  wisely  says  : 

A  flock  of  thrifty  chicks,  brooded  by  a  hen  or  by  an 
artificial  mother,  located  on  a  plot  of  fresh,  green  grass 
in  the  spring,  is  a  delight  to  the  eye  of  the  chicken-man, 
whether  he  be  market  poultryman  or  fancier.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  winter  hrood,  raised  under  purely 
artificial  conditions,  presents  many  cases  of  malnutrition 
that  try  the  soul  of  even  the  most  experienced  poultry- 
man.  The  chicks  that  are  raised  during  the  natural 
breeding  season,  on  a  run  wdiere  vegetation  abounds 
witli  its  accompanying  insect  life,  grow  and  thrive. 
Chicks  that  are  raised  on  barren  soil,  or  on  overused 
runs,  or  in  artihcial  winter  quarters  suffer  in  health 
owing  to  a  lack  in  our  available  feeding-stuffs.  What 
it  was  no  one  was  able  to  say.  Some  important  element 
has  been  overlooked.    There  has  been  a  missing  link. 

After  dealing  with  various  aspects  of  feeding  and 
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nutrition,  showing  the  importance  of  earth  salts,  he 
continues  : 

Xutrum  salts  are  the  inorsfanic  salts  that  the  birds 
get  in  abundance  in  the  natural  state,  but  which  our 
grain  foods  lack,  and  our  meat-  and  bone-meals  do  not 
supply  in  kind  or  quantity.  These  are  the  bone  and 
tissue  builders,  out  of  which  the  digestive  juices  are 
formed.  They  are  contained  in  roots,  forage,  and  dry 
grass  in  sufficient  quantity  for  the  needs  of  animals  of 
large  intake,  but  are  altogether  insufficient  for  the  needs 
of  the  liaby  chick,  with  its  limited  intake  and  powers  of 
digestion.  Moreover,  the  chick  is  capable  of  developing 
faster  for  its  initial  weight  than  any  other  farm  animal, 
and  my  experimental  laboratory  tests  show  that  in 
consequence  it  requires  a  larger  percentage  of  earth 
salts  in  its  foods  than  other  farm  animals.  In  the  past 
it  has  been  getting  the  least.  The  following  brief 
description  of  the  function  of  the  earth  salts,  an  insuf- 
ficiency of  which  has  occurred  in  artificial  chick  feeding, 
will  give  some  idea  of  why  we  had  so  many  cases  of 
malnutrition  : 

Calcium  fluoride  works  with  albumen  in  making  the 
elastic  fibre  of  all  the  muscular  tissue,  skin,  connective 
tissue,  and  vascular  walls. 

Calcium  phosphate  is  the  great  bone  cell-salt,  and  is 
absolutely  essential  to  the  proper  growth  and  nutrition 
of  the  animal  body.  This  salt  is  found  in  the  blood 
pasma  and  corpuscles,  saliva,  gastric  juice,  bones,  and 
connective  tissue.  It  has  a  special  chemical  affinity 
for  albumen,  which  is  rendered  non-functional  when  a 
deficiency  of  calcium  phosphate  occurs. 

Calcium  sulphate  is  used  by  the  liver  to  destroy 
the  worn-out  blood  corpuscles  by  taking  away  their 
water,  while  their  remnants  are  excreted  through  the 
biliary  action.    If  there  is  not 

enough  calcium  sulphate  present   

the  blood  soon  becomes  loaded 
with  useless  cells. 

Phosphate  of  iron  has  an 
affinity  for  oxygen,  which  it 
absorbs  from  the  inspired  air 
and  carries  to  all  parts  of  the 
body  in  the  circulation  of  the 
blood,  the  colouring  matter  of 
which  it  forms.  Health  cannot 
be  maintained  without  a  proper 
balance  of  iron  phosphate  in  the 
blood. 

Potassium  chloride  works  with 
albumen  to  create  fibrine. 
Fibrine  is  used  in  every  tissue 
of  the  organism  except  bone. 

Potassium  phosphate  is  the 
great  nerve  builder,  and  is  a 
constituent  of  all  animal  fluids 
and  tissues,  particularly  of  the 
nerves,  muscles,  and  blood-cells. 
In  fact,  it  is  indispensable  in  the 
formation  of  tissue. 

Potassium  sulphate  is  a  carrier 
of  oxygen,  as  well  as  of  organic 
material  to  the  cells  of  the  skin. 
It  is  found  in  the  cells  and  in 
the  intercellular  fluids,  muscles, 
nerves,  epithelium,  and  in  the 
blood  corpuscles.  It  is  the 
carrier  of  oxygen.  The  oxygen 
taken  up  by  the  iron  contained 
in  the  blood  corpuscles  is 
carried  to  every  cell  of  the 
organism  by  the  reciprocal 
action  of  potassium  sulphate  and 
iron.  A  lack  causes  chilliness, 
sleepiness,  and  inaction. 


Magnesiuni  pliosphale  is  chiefly  confined  in  its  w^rk 
to  the  delicate  white  nerve-fibre  of  the  nerves  and 
muscles,  it  using  albumen  and  water  to  form  the  tran- 
sparent fluid  which  nourishes  these  white  threads  or 
fibres. 

Sodium  chloride  (connnon  salt)  works  with  water 
and  properly  distributes  it  through  the  organism.  The 
body  contains  more  of  this  cell-salt  than  any  other, 
except  the  phosphate  of  lime. 

Sodium  phosphate  splits  up  lactic  acid  into  carbonic 
acid  and  water,  and  throws  it  oft"  through  the  lungs. 
It  has  an  aftinity  for  sugar,  and  assists  in  eliminating 
any  excess  from  the  blood.  A  lack  of  proper  balance 
will  allow  ferments  to  arise  and  retard  digestion. 

Sodium  sulphate  is  found  in  the  intercellular  fluids, 
and  its  principal  office  is  to  regulate  the  quantity  of 
water  in  the  tissues,  blood,  and  liuids  of  the  body.  It 
has  an  aftinity  for  water  to  the  extent  that  it  eliminates 
the  excess  from  the  blood  and  blood  serums.  It  also 
works  with  the  bile,  and  keeps  it  in  a  normal  con- 
sistency. 

Silica.    This  salt  works  with  albumen  and  fibrine. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  each  of  these  inorganic 
cell-salts  has  its  particular  functions,  and  that  if  any  of 
them  are  lacking  the  organisms  will  suffer.  Even 
under  apparently  natural  conditions  the  chick  may 
suffer  from  lack  of  one  or  more  of  these  salts  in  the 
soil  or  in  the  available  forage.  If  this  is  the  case,  how 
much  more  must  they  suffer  when  confined  to  a 
brooder-floor  and  well-used  runs  of  the  modern  brooder- 
house. 

Whether  both  Mr.  Devonshire  and  others  in  South 
Africa  and  Mr.  Cyphers  have  equally  found  a  solution 
remains  to  be  seen. 


A  GERMAN  BROODER. 

"P)ESIGNED  by  Herr  H.  Lieber,  of  Riidesheim,  Germany,  the  heating 
apparatus  of  this  brooder  combines  both  the  hot  water  and  the  hot  air 
principles.  The  special  features  are  efficient  ventilation,  with  the  ingoing  air 
slightly  warmed,  extra  heat  by  radiation,  briquets  used  instead  of  petroleum 
for  the  maintenance  of  heat,  thus  reducing  the  cost  from  twopence-halfpenny 
per  day  to  one  halfpenny  per  day. 
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All  Rk;hts  Reserved. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  OF  POULTRY. 

COMPILED  BY  Edward  Brown,  F.LS. 

Compiler's  Note. — With  tlic  object  of  seen  ring  as  eoniplete  a  list  as  possible  of  Poultry  Books,  it  is  pi-oposeil  to  gi-i'e  from 
time  to  time  particulars  as  to  siicli  as  are  kuowii.  Mv  ou'ii  library  embraces  nearly  :;j^o  volumes  on  this  snb/ecl,  bnt  there 
innst  l)e  many  not  contained  therein.  I  beg  respectfnlly  to  request  the  kindly  co-operation  of  oicners  of  hooks  not  named, 
with  a  j'/Vii'  to  making  the  list  c.yhansti-c'C.  I n  sending  piiiiicnlars  I  request  thai  the  folkncing  be  stated  :  ( i )  Fidl  title, 
and  snb-title,  if  any;  (2)  Author's  complete  niimcicilh  any  infoimation  respecting  the  loritci' ;  (j;)  Place  of  pnblieatioii 
and  name  of  pnblisher  ;  (4)  Dale  of  pnblication,  if  given  ;  ( )  Xnmber  of  edition  ;  ((1)  Xnmber  of  pages  and  size  of 
book  ;  ( /  )  If  illnstrated ;  and  (S)  Whether  in  paper  or  cloth.  Acknowledgment  icill  be  made  of.'^onrce  of  i nforniation .  The 
books  marked  ivith  an  asterisk  I  have  not  been  able  to  7'erify,  and  fnller  details  loill  be  welcome  both  as  to  books  and  authors. 

LIST  No.  1. 

WORKS  PUBLISHED  TO  1850. 


Association  of  Practical  Breeders,  An. 

AMERICAN  FOWL  BREEDER :  Containing 
Full  Instructions  on  Hrt-tdinii,  Rearing,  Diseases,  and 
Management  of  Domestic  Poultry.  Boston,  Mass., 
t\S.A.  :  J.  P.  Jewett  and  Co.,  91  pp.        1H50.  iHmo. 

(Author  not  stated,  j 

*  TRATADO  SOBRE  LAS  GALLINAS,  SUS 
ENFERMEADES  Y  CURACION,  SU  CUIDADO. 

Madrid,  Spain  :  dc  Burgos,  49  pp.  J 827. 

Barlow,  J.  H. 

*  HATCHING  OF  EGGS  BY  STEAM.  London. 

1821. 

Bement,  C.  N. 

*  THE  AMERICAN  POULTERER'S  COM- 
PANION: A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Breeding, 
Rearing,  Fattening,  and  General  Management  of  the 
Various  Species  of  Domestic  Poultry.    New  York  : 

1845.  8vo. 

 •    Fifth  Edition.     New  York  :  Harper 

and  Brothers,  379  pp.,  illustrated.  ^^47-  ^vo. 

*  New  Edition.  1859. 

Boswell,  Peter. 

TREATISE    ON  THE  POULTRY  YARD. 

London  :  Cotes,  200  pp.  1839.  i8mo. 

THE  POULTRY  YARD :  A  Practical  Treatise 
of  the  Best  Method  (if  Selecting,  Rearing,  and  Breeding 
the  Various  Species  of    Domestic  Fowl.     Glasgow  : 


W.  R.  M'Phun, 


200  pp. 
  First 


American 


York. 


Another  Edition. 


Further  Edition. 


1840.  i8mo. 
Edition.  New 

i84r. 
New  York. 

New    York  : 
1848. 


Putnam  and  Sons. 
Browne,  Daniel  Jay. 

*  THE  AMERICAN  POULTRY  YARD  :  Com- 
prising the  Origin,  History,  and  Description  of  the 
Different  Breeds  of  Domestic  Poultry.    New  York. 

1850. 

 New  Edition.     With  an  Appendix 

embracing  the  Comparative  Merits  of  Different  Breeds 
of  Fowls,  by  Samuel  Allen.  New  York  :  C.  M.  Saxton, 
324  pp.,  illustrated.  1855.  i2mo. 

*  Further  Edition.    New  York. 

1863.  i2mo. 

Bradley,  R.  (Professor  of  Botany  in  the  University  of 
Cambridge  and  F.R.S.  ;  died  1732). 

*  THE  COUNTRY  GENTLEMAN  AND 
FARMER'S  MONTHLY  DIRECTOR.  London  : 
James  Woodman  and  David  Lyon.  1726.  i8mo. 

[Contains    section    dealing   with    Breeding  and 


Buc'tioz,  Pierre  Josepti. 

"  TRAITE  ECONOMIQUE  ET  PHYSIQUE 
DES  OISEAUX  DE  BASSE-COUR.  Paris. 

J  775  or  1777.  i2mo. 

Buck  n  el  I,  William. 

*  ECCALEBION:  A  Treatise  on  Artificial  Incu- 
bation.   London  :  The  Author.    56  pp.     1839.  8vo. 

Cock,  Micajah  R. 

*  AMERICAN  POULTRY  BOOK:  Being  a 
Practical  Treatise  on  the  Management  of  Domestic 
Poultry.    New  York  :  Harpers.  1843.  i8mo. 

*  —  New  Edition.    New  York. 


New  Edition.    New  York. 


1844. 
1851. 


Feeding  of  Poultry.] 


Cotterell,  C.  J.  C. 

DIRECTIONS     FOR     BREEDING  GAME 

COCKS.    London  :   James  Macgowan.    67  pp.,  illus- 
trated. 176().  24mo. 
[Contains   tables  showing  the  odds  for  cocking 
matches.] 

de  Reamur,  Rene  Antoine  Ferchault  (lamous  French 
Scientist,  Member  of  the  Royale  Academie  de  Sciences, 
Paris). 

PRATIQUE  DE  L'ART  DE  FAIRE  ECLORRE 
ET  DELEVER  EN  TOUTE  SAISON  DES 
OISEAUX  DOMESTIQUES  DE  TOUTES 
ESPECES.  Paris  :  L'Imprimerie  Rovale,  3  vols., 
illustrated.  1749.  i2mo. 

THE  ART  OF  HATCHING  AND  BRINGING 
UP  DOMESTIC  FOWLS  OF  ALL  KINDS  AT 
ANY  TIME  OF  THE  YEAR,  EITHER  BY 
MEANS  OF  HOT'BEDS  OR  THAT  OF  COM- 
MON FIRE.  English  Translation.  London  :  C. 
Davis,  470  pp.,  illustrated  with  plates.  1/50- 

[Contains  a  full  description  of  the  Chinese  and 
Egyptian  Artificial  Methods  of  Hatching  and  Rearing, 
together  with  an  account  of  the  author's  own 
experiments.] 

Dickson,  Walter  B, 

POULTRY:  Their  Breeding,  Rearing,  Diseases, 
and  General  Management.  London  :  William  Smith, 
316  pp..  illustrated.  1838.  8vo. 

 New  Edition,  Revised  and  Enlarged. 

London  :  W.  Smith,  306  pp.,  illustrated. 

1847.  8vo. 

.  [Drawn  largely  from  French  Sources,  and  from 
an  article  in  the  Quarterly  Journal  of  Agricnlliire. 
Descriptions  of  breeds  very  brief.] 
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Dieste  y  Bail,  Francesco. 

*  TRATADO  ECONOMICO  :  Part  I.,  Crianza 
de  Gallinas,  y  Considerables  I'liliades  que  Producen 
a  Su  Dueno.  Madrid,  Spain  :  La  Libreria  de  Alonso. 
236  pp.  1803, 

Dixon,  Rev.  Edmund  Saul,  M.A.  (Rector  of  Int- 
wood-with  Keswiclc). 

ORNAMENTAL  AND  DOMESTIC  POUL- 
TRY: Their  History  and  Management.  Reprinted 
from  the  Gariiciicis'  Chronicle  ami  Ai^nciiltiirul  (uizctic, 
with  additions.  London  :  Gardeners'  Chronicle  Oflice, 
345  PP-  ii^4^-  !^vo. 

 Second  Edition,  Revised  and  En- 
larged.   London  :  (lai'denci's'  Chronicle  Office,  404  pp. 

1.S50.  8vo. 

 Fourth  American  Edition,  with  large 

Additions  by  J.  J.  Kerr,  M.D.  Xew  York  :  A.  O.  Moore 
and  Co.,  480  pp.,  illustrated  with  65  original  wood-cuts. 

1859.  8vo. 

[Dixon's  work  is  the  first  with  which  we  are 
acquainted  dealing  exhaustively  with  the  races  of 
domestic  poultry.  It  is  well  written,  showing  con- 
siderable research,  and  is  replete  with  classical  and 
other  references.    English  editions  not  illustrated.] 

Fitzherbert,  Sir  Anthony  (Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas).  Sir  Ernest  Clarke  doubts  that  the 
following'  work  was  written  by  him,  and  attributes  it  to 
his  brother  John,  of  Xorbury,  Derbyshire,  born  1460, 
died  (about)  1531). 

*BOKE  OF  HUSBANDRY.  London  :  Pynson. 
Contains  Section  on  Poultry.  1523.  8vo. 

Qooge,  Barnaby  (of  Alvingham,  near  Louth,  born  1540, 
died  (about)  159-]). 

*  THE  WHOLE  ART  AND  TRADE  OF 
HUSBANDRY.  Book  IV.  deals  with  •■  Poultrie. 
Fowle,  Fish,  and  Bees."    London  :  Richard  More. 

1614.  8vo. 

H.  R.  (A  Lover  of  llie  Sport.) 

THE  ROYAL  PASTIME  OF  COCK-FIGHT. 
ING;  or^  The  Art  of  Breedings  Feeding^  Fighting^ 
and  Curing  Cocks  of  the  Game.  Published  Purely 
for  the  Good  and  Benefit  of  all  such  as  take  Delight 
in  that  Royal  and  Warlike  Sport.  To  which  is 
Prefixed  a  Short  Treatise^  wherein  Cocking  is 
Proved  not  only  Ancient  and  Honourable^  but  also 
Useful  and  Profitable.  London  :  D.  Brown,  92  pp., 
illustrated.  1709.  l6mo. 

THE  SCHOOL  OF  RECREATION  ;  or,  A 
Guide  to  the  Most  Ingenious  Exercises.  London  : 
A.  Bettesworth.    5  pp.  on  Cock-fighting,  frontispiece. 

1710.  i8mo. 

Lisle,  Edward. 

OBSERVATIONS  IN  HUSBANDRY.  London  : 
Hitch  and  Hawes,  &c.    5  pp.  poultry  in  book  of  454  pp. 

1757.  4to. 

Main,  James. 

*  TREATISE  ON  THE  BREEDING  AND 
REARING  OF  POULTRY.    London  :  Ridgway. 

1839.  i2mo. 

■'■  Fourth  Edition.  it^47- 

Marliham,  Qervasse  (of  Cotham,  near  Newark,  Captain 
in  Army  of  Charles  I.,  author  of  many  books  on 
Agriculture  and  Country  Life.  Is  said  to  have  imported 
the  iirst  Arab  horse.    Born  1568,  died  1637). 

*  THE  WHOLE  ART  OF  HUSBANDRY: 
Contained  in  Foure  Bookes.  Part  IV.  Poultry. 
London  :  Richard  More.  1614.  4to. 

[Appears  to  be  a  new  Edition  of  Barnaby  Googe's 
work.    See  above.] 

CHEAPE  AND  GOOD  HUSBANDRY:  For 

the  Well-ordering  of  all  Beasts  and  Fowles,  and  for  the 

\ 


Generall  Cure  of  their  Diseases.  .  .  .  Also  appi-oved 
Rules  for  the  Cramming  and  Fatting  of  all  sorts  of 
Poultr\-  and  Fowles.  London  :  Roger  .lackson.  Part  II. 
deals  with  Poultry.  1614.  410. 

Martin,  William  Charles  Linnaeus  (son  of  W  illiam 
Martin,  the  Naturalist  ;  Superintendent  of  Zoological 
Society  of  London,  1830  to  1838  ;  wrote  many 
books  on  Country  Topics.   Born  ]7(;8,  died  1864). 

OUR  DOMESTIC  FOWLS.  London  :  Religious 
Tract  Society,  192.  pp.  i'^47.  24m(). 

THE  POULTRY  YARD  :  COMPRISING  THE 
MANAGEMENT  OF  ALL  KINDS  OF  FOWLS. 
London  :  G.  Routledge  and  Co.,  J44pp..  illustrated. 

J  852.  ]2mo. 

  New   Edition,    revised   by  Miss 

E.  Watts.    London  :  Routledge  and  Co.,  172  pp.,  illus- 
trated by  Harrison  AVeir,  paper  cover.    1858.  j6mo, 
[See  Watts,  Miss  E.  ;   also  "The  Poultry  Yard," 
London  :  Chas.  Knight.] 
Mascall,  Leonard  (wrote  and  translated  several  books  on 
Agriculture,  including  "The   Government  of  Cattell." 
Born  (about)  1546,  died  1605). 

THE  HUSBANDRYE,  ORDRING,  AND 
GOVERNMENTE  OF  POULTRIE, PRACTICED 
BY  THE  LEARNEDSTE  AND  SUCHE  AS 
HAVE  BEENE  KNOWNE  SKILFULLEST  IN 
THAT  AARTE  IN  OUR  TYME.  London  :  by 
Thomas  Purfoote  for  Gerarde  Dewse,  154  pp. 

158 1.  32mo. 

[Probably  the  first  entirely  Poultry  Book  Published.] 
Montague,  P,  Gent. 

THE  FAMILY  TREASURY ;  or.  Fountain  of 
True  and  Useful  Knowledge.  Contains  15  pp.  on 
breeding  Game  Cocks.    Dublin  :  John  Fisher,  153  pp. 

1763.  i6mo. 

Morgan,  George,  Esq. 

DIRECTIONS  FOR  BREEDING  GAME 
COCKS  :  Including  the  Methods  of  Treating  Them, 
from  the  time  they  are  Hatched  till  fit  to  Fight,  with 
Calculations  for  Betting.  London  :  J.  Bailey,  24  pp., 
coloured  frontispiece.  1819.  i6mo. 

Moubray,  Bonnington  (pseudonym  of  John  Lawrence. 
Veterinary  Surgeon,  author  of  books  on  Agriculture  and 
Rural  Economv.   Born  1753.  died  18^9). 

A  TREATISE  ON  ^DOMESTIC  POULTRY, 
PIGEONS,  AND  RABBITS:  With  a  Practical 
Account  of  the  Egyptian  Method  of  Hatching  Eggs  by 
Artificial  Heat,  and  all  the  Needful  Particulars  relative 
to  Breeding,  Rearing,  and  Management.  London  : 
Sherwood,  Neely,  and  Jones,  218  pp.  1^15.  8vo. 

 Second  Edition,  with  additions  on 

Swine  and  Milch  Cows.    London  :  Sherwood  and  Co. 

1 8 16.  8vo. 

 Third  Edition.    London  :  Sherwood 

and  Co.,  289  pp.  1819.  8vo. 

  Fifth  Edition.    AVith  additions  on  the 

Private  Brewery.  London  :  Sherwood,  Jones,  and  Co., 
355  PP"  illustrated  frontispiece.  1824.  8vo. 

 Eighth  Edition.    AA'ith  Instructions 

on  Cider,  Perry,  and  British  AA'ine-making.  London  : 
Sherwood,  Gilbert,  and  Piper,  467  pp..  illustrated. 

1842.  8vo. 

  New  Edition.    Revised  and  greatly 

enlarged  bv  L.  A.  Meall,  witli  "  The  Diseases  of 
Poultry,"  by  F.  R.  Horner,  M.D.  London  :  Arthur  Hall. 
A'irtue  and  Co.,  504  pp.,  illustrated.  i'^54-  <^vo. 

Nolan,  James  Joseph. 

ORNAMENTAL,  AQUATIC,  AND  DOMES- 
TIC FOWL  AND  GAME  BIRDS.  Dublin  :  The 
Author,  191  pp.,  illustrated.  ii^50.  l2mo. 

(To  he  continued.) 
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NOTES  FROM  CORRESPONDENTS. 


IRISH  NOTES. 

By    PERCY   A.  FRANCIS. 

'T^HE  County  Antrim  Agricultural  Show  at  Ballymena 
was  a  huge  success.  The  grounds  are  capacious, 
well  equipped,  and  beautifully  situated  near  Slemish 
Mountain,  and  the  crowd  filled  them  to  overflowing. 

Amongst  the  visitors  to  the  poultry  section  were  Mr. 
J.  S.  F.  McCance,  vice-chairman  of  the  Antrim  County 
Council,  and  Mr.  Harold  Barbour,  C.C.,  both  of  whom 
take  a  lively  interest  in  poultry-keeping  in  public  as  well 
as  in  private  life.  Mr.  McCance  keeps  a  flock  of  good 
Buff"  Orpingtons  for  utility  purposes  on  his  place  at 
Dunmurry,  whilst  as  chairman  ot  the  County  Committee 
of  Agriculture  he  has  been  the  moving  spirit  in  working 
the  Poultry  Improvement  Scheme  of  the  Irish  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  in  County  Antrim  for  the  past  eight 
years.  He  has  also  for  some  time  provided  special 
classes  at  the  Ballymena  Show  for  birds  owned  by 
farmers  and  cottiers,  hatched  from  eggs  obtained  at  the 
County  Council  Farm  at  Cullybackey.  At  the  recent 
show  there  were  thirty-six  competitors  for  these  prizes. 

Mr.  Barbour  is  well  known  as  one  of  the  keenest 
co-operators  in  Ireland,  and  is  specially  interested  in 
co-operation  as  applied  to  the  poultry  industry.  Deroock, 
with  an  annual  turnover  of  £6,000,  and  Cloughmills, 
with  £4,000,  are  two  examples  of  co-operative  poultry 
societies  in  the  North  of  Ireland.  Mr.  Barbour  is  just 
now  carrying  out  a  private  experiment  in  egg-recording 
at  his  residence  at  Strathearne,  near  Lisburn. 

The  poultry  entries  numbered  329,  and  the  quality 
from  a  fancier's  point  of  view  was  excellent.  Mr.  John 
Galway,  of  Dundonald,  won  first,  second,  and  third  in 
Bufif  Orpington  cocks.  His  brother,  Mr.  James  Galway, 
won  first  in  Buff  hens.  Mr.  Sam  Poog,  of  The  Drough, 
Larne,  obtained  the  first  and  cup  with  one  of  the  best 
White  Leghorn  cocks  out  at  present. 

It  is  remarkable  how  many  of  the  exhibitors  are 
farmers.  This  undoubtedly  shows  an  increasing  interest 
in  poultry-keeping  on  the  part  of  agriculturists,  and  as 
an  indication  of  such  is  very  satisfactory.  It  is  much 
to  be  regretted,  however,  that  the  charms  of  breeding 
fancy  poultry  should  lead  farmers  or  cottagers  away 
from  the  path  of  utility  poultry-keeping.  The  latter, 
generally  speaking,  is  the  broad  path  of  prosperity  for 
these  members  of  the  community,  whilst  the  "  fancy  "  is 
for  them  a  road  full  of  stumbling-blocks  and  financial 
loss. 

Yet  the  farmer  is  not  so  much  to  blame  when  he 
commences  the  attempt  to  breed  exhibition  birds.  He 
sees  them  in  all  their  glory  at  agricultural  shows  pro- 
moted for  agricultural  interests,  and  this  awakens  his 
mind  to  the  subject.  So  far  so  good  !  But  he  forgets 
that  the  points  on  which  the  prizes  are  awarded  to  these 
birds  have,  with  few  exceptions,  absolutely  no  utility 
value,  and  he  starts  breeding  operations  with  these  prize- 


winners as  his  guide.  Egg-laying  strains,  with  their 
usual  small  size  and  lack  of  fancy  points,  are  ignored 
entirely.  Instead,  colour,  lobe,  comb,  style— especially 
colour — and  so  on  ad  lib.  to  disaster  and  disgust,  and 
the  final  reversion  to  the  former  idea,  now  tenfold 
strengthened,  that  poultry-keeping  does  not  pay.  Only 
in  the  poultry  industry  does  this  danger  exist.  In  the 
main,  at  least,  exhibition  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  and  pigs 
are  judged  on  utility  lines,  and  points  which  are  desirable 
in  the  ordinary  farmer's  stock  are  made  the  objective  ol 
the  breeder's  skill. 

How  different  the  relation  between  the  aim  of  the 
fancier's  efforts  and  that  of  the  farm  poultry-keeper  ! 
What  use  a  White  Wyandotte  hen  with  a  yellow  tinge  in 
her  plumage,  even  though  she  can  lay  200  eggs  in  the 
year?  Away  with  her!  What  value  the  little  White 
Leghorn  hen  that  laid  220  eggs  last  year?  Cut  her 
throat  !  She  has  a  small  lobe,  and  her  comb  hangs 
badly.  And  so  the  farmer  goes  astray,  for  what  bearing 
in  the  wide  world  have  the  majority  of  fancy  points  on 
the  egg-basket  ?  Fortunately,  the  importance  of  laying 
qualities  in  Irish  poultry  is  now  receiving  more 
attention,  but  for  years  the  trap-nested  strains  which 
the  writer  pedigree-bred  season  after  season  at  Cully- 
backey were  frecjuently  ignored  because  they  had  not 
the  desirable  fancy  points,  and  it  is  only  comparatively 
recently  that  the  value  of  such  strains  to  utility 
poultry-keepers  has  become  generally  realised. 

The  Premium  Egg  Stations  which  are  now  so 
numerous  over  Ireland  form  valuable  centres,  not  only 
for  the  sale  of  hatching  eggs  of  improved  strains  of 
poultry  to  farmers  and  cottagers,  but  also  for  the  dis- 
semination of  much  useful  information  and  advice. 
When  going  to  the  station  for  the  eggs  the  visitor 
has  an  opportunity  of  seeing  a  good  portable  house, 
perhaps  an  incubator  and  foster-mother,  and  of 
learning  the  methods  of  feeding,  &c.,  adopted  by  the 
station-holder  under  the  direction  of  the  county 
instructor.  Leaflets,  too,  published  by  the  Irish 
Department  of  Agriculture  on  various  poultry  topics 
are  obtainable  there,  and  so  the  education  and  assist- 
ance of  the  distant  country  poultry-keeper  goes  on. 
The  fact  alone  that  these  stations  form  sources  from 
which  poultry  stocks  can  be  renewed  free  from  the  evils 
attendant  on  breeding  from  weakly,  diseased,  and 
related  birds,  so  common  on  many  farms,  is  quite 
sufficient  justification  for  their  existence.  Twelve  of 
these  egg-stations  are  established  in  County  Antrim  in 
addition  to  the  Model  Farm  at  Cullybackey,  and  the 
demand  in  general  far  exceeds  the  supply. 


By  Miss  Murphy. 

A  T  the  trussing  competition  held  at  Skibbereen  Show^ 
all  the  prizes  were  carried  off  by  pupils  trained  at 
Miss  T.  R.  Kildahl's  classes.      The  work  was  very  well 
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done  considering  the  short  duration  of  the  courses 
given.  These  competitions  have  become  \  ery  popular, 
and  are  now  quite  a  feature  of  the  shows. 

The  cold,  wet  weather  of  early  summer  has  given 
place  to  scorching  heat,  and  the  chickens  will  in  conse- 
quence soon  be  brought  to  a  standstill.  Eggs  are  fairly 
plentiful,  and  have  maintained  a  better  price  than  in 
previous  years.  I  notice  the  actual  prices  obtained  are 
invariably  higher' than  the  quotations  for  Irish  eggs  in 
the  I.P.li 

A  very  interesting  question  was  raised  in  the  1  P.  R. 
as  to  whether  it  pays  to  fatten  chickens  for  the  London 
market,  and  in  my  opinion  the  matter  is  placed  beyond 
doubt  if  the  fatters,  who  buy  so  many  thousands  of  Irish 
chickens,  are  able  to  make  a  profit  on  their  re-sale  as  fat 
birds.  As  this  trade  in  lean  chickens  has  been  going  on 
for  very  many  years,  and  is  increasing  in  volume,  it  is 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  there  must  be  some  money 
in  it.  Profit  cannot  be  so  high  just  at  present  owing'  to 
the  high  price  of  food,  but  prices  have  been  satisfactory, 
and  no  branch  of  agricultural  produce  maintains  such  an 
even  value,  especially  for  the  higher  grades. 

The  Royal  Dublin  Society  has  made  sweeping 
changes  in  its  1909  poultry  schedule,  and  it  now 
remains  for  the  utility  poultry-breeders  to  show  their 
appreciation  of  the  efforts  made  to  cater  for  their  wants 
The  Royal  Dublin  Society  Show  has  never  been  a  really 
representative  one,  most  of  the  birds  being  English  or 
the  property  of  a  few  fanciers  and  dealers  in  Ireland. 
To  the  rank  and  file  of  the  utility  poultry-keepers  of  the 
country  it  was  a  dead  letter.  The  utility  people  now 
have  it  in  their  own  hands  to  make  the  fixture  such  a 
success  that  there  may  never  again  be  a  question  of  its 
disappearance  from  the  list  of  Irish  shows.  In  the  new 
and  generous  classification  there  is  room  for  all. 

]^Iiss  Walker  has  been  appointed  manager  ot  the 
poultry  department  at  the  Eccles  Hotel,  Glengariff. 
There  is  not  a  more  suitable  place  in  Ireland  for  poultry- 
culture,  as  really  severe  weather  is  very  rare  there  and 
snow  almost  unknown.  The  mean  annual  temperature 
is  52'0  F.,  which  is  higher  than  that  cf  \'entnor.  The 
poultry  are  kept  solely  to  supply  the  hotel,  which  is  a 
favourite  tourist  resort. 

I  have  heard  very  good  accounts  of  some  of  the  egg- 
stations  this  season,  and,  although  no  figures  are  yet 
available,  I  think  the  number  of  eggs  distributed  will  far 
exceed  that  of  last  year.  One  station-holder  distributed 
110  dozen  eggs  from  thirty  Light  Sussex  hens,  which  is 
very  good  for  such  a  fine  table  breed.  The  period  of 
distribution  lasts  from  December  1  to  ]\Iay  31,  and 
every  station-holder  who  distributes  seventy  sittings  is 
entitled  to  a  premium  of  £5,  so  that  a  handsome  profit 
is  made  upon  the  birds. 

Some  of  the  more  progressive  of  the  instructors  are 
introducing  trap-nests  on  their  best  stations,  so  in  a  few 
years  some  very  excellent  utility  strains  should  be  avail- 
able. I  may  here  remark  that  really  good  trap-nests 
that  are  infallibly  accurate  and  easily  kept  in  repair  are 
difficult  to  find.  Some  are  too  costly,  others  too  intri- 
cate, and  others  again  fail  to  trap  the  bird  on  every 


occasion.  The  Danish  pattern  of  nest,  illustrated  in  Mr. 
Brown's  book  on  Sweden  and  Norway,  is  one  of  the 
simplest  and  best. 

Chickens  are  looking  well,  and  some  are  already 
laying.  A  Red  Sussex  pullet,  hatched  January  12,  pro- 
duced her  first  egg  on  June  13,  and  the  following  week 
was  placed  first  in  a  class  for  Sussex  of  any  colour.  She 
is  now  owned  by  Mr.  Twamley,  a  keen  fancier. 

When  erecting  wire-netting  fences  for  poultry,  any 
small  bits  of  wire  should  be  most  carefully  swept  up. 
Twice  during  this  month  I  have  found  pieces  of  wire  in 
the  gizzards  of  cockerels,  death  being  in  both  cases  due 
to  perforation  and  consequent  peritonitis. 

INIiss  K.  ]\Ioran,  Instructor  in  Dairying  for  Queen's 
County,  has  passed  the  examination  held  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  in  Poultry-keeping,  and  is  now 
qualified  to  act  as  Instructor  on  that  subject.  Miss 
rvloran  received  her  training  at  Reading  and  Cully- 
backey,  having  just  completed  a  second  course  at  the 
latter  place  under  ]\Iiss  Ada  Xedwill  (formerly  Instructor 
in  Dairying  for  County  Tipperary),  who  was  temporarily 
in  charge  there. 


WELSH  NOTES. 

By  A.  T.  JOHNSON. 

TT  is  a  pity  that  such  dreadful  weather  marred  the 
first  events  in  the  summer  show  season,  which  is 
always  looked  forward  to  with  such  interest  by  exhibitors 
who  confine  their  patronage  to  the  Principality.  Both 
at  Llandudno  and  Colwyn  Bay  a  splendid  entry  and 
bright  prospects  were  destroyed  by  the  wrecking  of  the 
tents,  and  the  executive  of  the  former  show— quite  the 
largest  and  best  ever  held  in  North  Wales — will,  we 
fear,  suffer  considerable  financial  loss.  The  practice  of 
running  several  shows  on  the  August  Bank  Holiday 
again  proved  disastrous  this  year,  so  far  as  entries  were 
concerned.  There  are  too  many  small  summer  shows 
in  Wales  as  it  is,  and  when  several  of  these,  within  easy 
distance  of  one  another,  make  a  struggle  for  the  same 
date  the  result  is  inevitable.  Then,  again,  the  fact  that 
at  many  of  these  events  nearly  all  the  prizes  go  to  outside 
exhibitors  of  the  professional  kind  mal-ces  a  shortage  of 
entries  a  foregone  conclusion.  Would  not  the  "  objects'" 
of  several  of  these  rural  societies  be  more  fully  realised 
if  greater  facilities  were  given  to  the  beginners  and 
amateurs,  who  cannot  be  expected  to  exhibit  against 
inevitable  loss  ? 

An  exceptionally  wet  and  cold  July  had  a  depressing 
effect  upon  the  trade  in  poultry  and  eggs,  which  is  gene- 
rally at  its  best  when  the  holiday-making  visitors  have 
arrived  ;  but  August  opened  with  such  beautiful  weather 
that  it  seemed  as  though  any  loss  sustained  in  the 
previous  month  would  soon  be  recompensed.  Table 
chickens  are,  at  the  time  of  writing,  still  too  plentiful, 
however,  from  the  producer's  point  of  view,  but  eggs  are 
steadily  increasing  in  value.  There  is  always  the  same 
old  outcry  in  summer  in  Wales  regarding  the  scarcity 
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of  reliable  eggs,  and  it  is  likely  to  continue  until  more 
people  realise  the  desirability  of  getting  pullets  that  will 
come  into  profit  in  July  or  August.  Much  might  be 
done  also  in  the  way  of  keeping  the  old  hens  laying, 
and  so  deferring  the  moult  until  much  later. 

The  average  Welsh  farmer  seldom  allows  the  poultry 
to  take  advantage  of  the  stubble,  which  will  bring  birds 
on  to  lay  sooner  than  most  things,  and  the  "stubble 
goose"  is  almost  unknown  to  him.  It  is  past  one's 
comprehension  why  he  does  not  turn  his  goslings  on  to 
the  stubble,  feeding  them  a  little  if  need  be,  and  market 
them  towards  the  middle  of  this  month,  when  he  could 
get  a  sale  at  his  very  doors  and  a  substantial  profit.  It 
is  all  very  well  keeping  the  flocks  on  to  Christmas 
when  circumstances  justify  one's  doing  so  ;  but  how 
often  do  they  ?  The  system  of  using  bens  for  in- 
cubating the  goose  eggs,  now  coming  more  into  vogue, 
is  having  the  effect  of  increasing  the  production  of 
gosHngs,  but  turkey-rearing  does  not  appear  to  go  ahead 
one  little  bit.  Yet  the  country  is  eminently  suited  for 
turkeys  all  the  year  round,  and  the  market  is  good.  One 
cannot  help  feeling,  too,  especially  at  this  season,  when 
the  demand  is  so  great,  that  duck-rearing  for  market 
might  be  much  extended.  At  present  it  is  largely 
confined  to  certain  areas — central  Anglesey,  for  example 
— which  are  nearly  all  some  distance  from  the  con- 
sumers. In  a  large  proportion  of  the  flocks  of  geese 
and  ducks  seen  in  Wales  to-day  there  are  unmistakable 
indications  that  an  introduction  of  fresh  blood  is  badly 
wanted. 


SOUTH  WALES  NOTES. 

By  T.  R.  EVANS. 

CO  far  as  this  district  is  concerned  the  practice  of 
withholding  prizes  has  been  a  growing  one  during 
the  past  couple  of  seasons,  as  quite  a  number  of  the 
smaller  fixtures  last  season  withheld  prizes  on  rather  a 
large  scale,  and  thereby  caused  a  great  deal  of  annoy- 
ance to  exhibitors.  1  heard  a  number  of  fanciers  express 
themselves  rather  strongly  on  the  matter,  and  many 
went  so  far  as  to  say  that  they  would  not  exhibit  in 
future  unless  full  prize-money  were  guaranteed.  It 
therefore  behoves  show  committees  to  give  this  matter 
their  serious  consideration,  and  to  state  distinctly  in 
their  schedules  what  they  intend  to  do  in  case  of  a 
scarcity  of  entries.  I  know  that  in  many  cases  nothing 
has  been  mentioned  in  the  rules  re  withholding  of 
prizes  ;  yet  when  the  judge  has  received  his  judging 
book  he  has  found  that  he  is  instructed  to  withhold 
prizes  wholesale.  This  is  far  from  being  satisfactory, 
and  the  shows  will  in  all  probability  suffer  in  regard  to 
entries  this  year  unless  full  prize-money  is  guaranteed. 
Of  course  where  committees  state  that  they  will  pay 
out  on  the  sliding  scale,  exhibitors  know  what  to  expect, 
although  this  system  is  not  one  which  finds  much  favour 
here,  as  I  believe  most  exhibitors  would  much  prefer  to 
see  all  classes  that  did  not  pay  "  cancelled,"  and  if  show 
committees  would  cater  more  for  the  small  exhibitor, 


the  novice,  and  amateur,  and  give  the  local  fanciers  a 
chance  of  getting  into  the  prize  list  by  confining  the 
competition  to  a  given  radius  or  debarring  the  profes- 
sional from  competing  (deck  sweeping  is  very  fashion- 
able down  here),  and  also  guarantee  full  prize-money, 
then,  I  believe,  there  would  be  no  cause  of  complaint  re 
short  entries. 

I  understand  that  the  recently  formed  Old  English 
Game  Club  (of  which  Mr.  T.  L.  Castree,  Mountain 
Ash,  is  secretary)  is  making  very  satisfactory  progress,, 
and  that  the  membership  is  rapidly  increasing.  This  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at  when  we  consider  the  great  popu- 
larity of  the  Old  English  Game  in  South  Wales  to-day. 
For  some  time  now  Old  English  fanciers  have  been  very 
anxious  to  start  a  club  of  their  own,  notwithstanding 
that  they  were  catered  for  by  the  United  Game  Club, 
and  It  must  be  admitted  that  the  latter  club  has  done  a 
good  deal  for  the  breed  in  the  past.  The  contention, 
however,  was  that  they  had  to  suffer  through  the  unpopu- 
larity of  some  of  the  other  breeds  catered  for  by  the 
club,  such  as  Modern  Game,  Malays,  and  Aseels,  and 
when  classes  were  guaranteed  for  these,  as  a  rule  it 
resulted  in  a  financial  loss,  while  on  the  other  hand  Old 
English  generally  more  than  paid  their  way.  Hence 
the  cause  of  the  dissatisfaction,  and  the  result  has  been 
the  formation  of  a  separate  club. 

A  suggestion  is  now  being  thrown  out  to  form  a 
specialist  club  in  Wales  for  VVyandottes,  and  I  fully 
believe  that  there  are  sufficient  lanciers  of  the  Wyan- 
dotte in  Wales  to  form  a  good  club,  if  the  majority  of 
them  would  but  take  an  interest  in  the  matter.  It  must 
be  admitted  that  at  the  majority  of  South  Wales  shows 
the  classification  for  Wyandottes  is  far  from  satisfactory. 


AN    INTERESTING  CASE. 

(From  the  Irish  Farming  World.) 

A  N  action  of  considerable  interest  to  poulterers  was 
recently  heard  before  the  Leeds  Recorder.  Mr. 
Patrick  Kirby,  of  Carrick-on-Suir,  an  extensive  shipper 
of  poultry,  sued  Messrs.  Donelly  and  Son,  of  Leeds, 
commission  ag-ents,  for  £16  9s.  3d.,  balance  due  on  a  con- 
tract for  Christmas  turkeys.  The  plaintiff  gave  evidence 
to  the  effect  that  he  was  asked  by  wire  to  quote  a  price 
for  turkeys.  He  did  so,  and  defendants  gave  an 
order,  and  he  shipped  them  turkeys  to  the  value 
of  £64.  In  reply  to  invoice  and  correspondence 
the  defendants  only  paid  part  of  the  total,  leaving 
£16  9s.  3d.  due.  This  amount  they  claimed  to  retain, 
partly  as  commission  and  expenses,  and  partly  as  loss 
owing  to  sales  at  a  lesser  price  than  the  price  quoted 
by  Mr.  Kirby,  The  plaintiff"  stated  to  the  Court  that  he 
did  not  deal  with  Messrs.  Donelly  as  commission  agents, 
as  he  would  not  sell  on  commission  at  Christmas  time 
owing  to  the  charges  and  exactions  of  all  commission 
agents  at  that  period.  His  Honour,  in  giving  a  decree 
for  the  full  amount — viz.,  £16  9s.  3d.— held  that  the 
sale  was  an  absolute  one  and  not  on  commission. 
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REVIEWS. 


The  Poultry  Manual.    By  the  Rev.  T.  W.  Sturges,  M.A. 
London  :  Macdonald  and  Evans.    6s.  net. 

7"ITH  the  many  changes  taking  place  in  exhibition 
poultry,  books  treating  upon  the  poultry  industry 
from  that  point  of  view  very  speedily  become  out  of  date 
and  need  revision.  Hence  it  is  not  surprising  that  new 
works  written  by  those  who  are  au  fait  with  the  imme- 
diate phases  make  their  appearance  from  time  to  time. 
In  fact,  they  are  necessary,  and  deserve  a  hearty  welcome. 
This  book,  by  the  Rev.  T.  W.  Sturges,  is  probably  the 
most  important  treatise  for  fanciers  which  has  been 
issued  in  England  since  the  famous  and  epoch-making 
"  Book  of  Poultry,"  by  the  late  Lewis  Wright.  To  say 
that  "The  Poultry  Manual"  does  not  in  any  sense  rival 
the  older  work  is  no  unfair  comparison,  for  we  are  sure 
the  author  would  be  the  first  to  acknowledge  such  to  be 
the  case.  It  does  not  attempt  the  same  exhaustiveness 
of  treatment ;  but  its  price  is  much  less. 

To  the  considerable  class  of  poultry-keepers  who  are 
essentially  concerned  with  the  Fancy  side  of  things,  this 
book  will  appeal  very  strongly,  and  it  may  be  accepted 
as  a  reliable  guide  by  them.  In  fact,  the  entire  scheme 
is  with  that  object  in  view.  The  chapters  dealing  with 
Housing,  Feeding,  Hatching,  and  Rearing,  &c.,  are 
excellent  for  the  fancier,  to  whom  they  may  be  com- 
mended, but  the  practical  or  commercial  aspect,  to 
which  a  chapter  is  devoted,  takes  a  very  inferior  posi- 
tion. And  it  could  scarcely  be  otherwise  by  reason  of 
the  fact  that  the  two  branches  are  working  on  different 
lines  to  different  ends.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  therefore, 
that  in  advocating  the  one  the  position  of  the  other 
should  be  mis-stated.    When  Mr.  Sturges  says  : 

Our  Maker  has  implanted  the  love  of  the  beautiful 
and  the  desire  to  attain  perfection  in  the  hearts  of  the 
best  of  His  creatures,  and  in  the  culture  of  poultry  many 
have  found  an  outlet  for  this  love  and  this  desire,  as  well 
as  an  aid  to  the  enjoyment  of  life  and  an  employment 
to  occupy  their  energies,  bringing  in  its  measure  due 
reward. 

We  all  agree  with  him,  and  in  so  far  as  the  exaltation  of 
external  points  are  concerned,  so  long  as  they  are  in 
conformity  with  maintenance  and  improvement  of 
practical  qualities,  the  fancier  renders  service.  But 
when  it  is  said  that 

Those  who  scoff  at  beauty  insult  their  Maker  and  the 
work  of  His  hands,  for  nature  is  a  boundless  iield  of 
beauty, 

we  have  a  statement  which  attributes  to  utility  poultry- 
keepers  a  position  they  have  never  dreamt  of  assuming. 


The  last-named  are  striving  to  increase  food  supply,  and 
to  them  colouration  is  a  very  minor  point.  As  well 
might  we  expect  the  sheep-breeder  to  be  condemned 
because  he  does  not  make  colour  of  wool  his  most  im- 
portant consideration.  Beauty  is  conformity  of  shape, 
combined  with  the  greatest  production  of  that  which  is 
profitable,  and  a  reward  for  his  labour. 

The  entire  question  is  judged  by  the  point  of  view. 
Nothing  is  to  be  gained  by  ignoring  that  of  others.  We 
cannot  determine  it  by  almost  making  into  a  sin  what  is 
merely  a  difference  of  outlook.  Taking  the  author's 
predilections  into  account,  and  in  this  respect  he  is 
qualified  by  long  experience  and  success  as  a  breeder 
and  judge,  the  book  is  excellent  in  every  way.  Of  its 
597  pages  330  are  given  up  to  descriptions  of  breeds, 
which  are  clear  and  concise,  and  are  helped  greatly  by 
the  illustrations,  especially  the  coloured  plates.  One  of 
the  most  interesting  chapters  is  that  devoted  to  the 
Mendelian  Law,  which  may  help  breeders  greatly  in 
many  directions,  though  there  is  much  to  be  done  ere 
it  can  be  regarded  as  exact  science.  The  chapter  on 
colour-breeding  is  also  valuable,  and  the  work  in  these 
directions  will  be  welcomed  by  poultry-breeders  generally. 
A  very  complete  glossary  and  index  add  greatly  to  the 
merits  of  a  work  upon  which  author  and  publishers 
alike  may  be  congratulated. 


The  Commox  Sense  of  Poultry  Culture.     By  C.  P. 
Telling.     Pole  and  Son,  Bristol.     Price  3jd.  post  free. 

nPHIS  little  book  is  written  mainly  for  the  back- 
yarder, or  at  any  rate  for  the  small  poultry-keeper, 
with  whom,  as  Mr.  Telling  very  truly  points  out,  the 
future  of  the  poultry  industry  in  this  country  rests.  It 
contains  a  moderate  amount  of  advice  as  to  the  selection 
and  management  of  fowls,  and  though  the  author  has 
been  more  than  ordinarily  successful  as  an  exhibitor,  it 
is  the  utility  rather  than  the  fancy  side  of  the  business 
that  he  deals  with.  He  favours,  however,  pure  breeds 
as  against  cross  breeds  for  utility  purposes.  Bantams 
are  recommended  as  the  most  suitable  fowls  for  a  con- 
fined space  ;  and  matters  of  accommodation  and 
feeding  are  dealt  with  in  a  catholic  and  practical  spirit. 
One  or  two  stories  of  novices'  ignorance  should  en- 
courage the  small  poultry-keeper  who  is  smarting  from 
his  initial  failures  and  from  the  self-condemnation  they 
often  bring  in  their  train. 
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ANSWERS   TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

The  Editor  luill  be  glad  io  Jiear  from  readers  on  any  Poultry  Topics,  and  all  Queries  addressed 
to  the  paper  ivill  be  answered  if  possible  in  the  issue  foUozving  their  receipt.  The  desire  is  to  Jielp 
those  who  are  in  any  difficulty  regarding  tlie  management  of  tJu'ir  poultiy,  and  accordingly  no  cluxrge 
for  anstvering  such  Queries  is  maae.    Unless  stated  otherwise.  Queries  are  answered  by 

F.  W.  PARTON, 

Lecturer  in  Aviculture,  The  U nivcrsity,  Leeds. 


Feeding  for  Exhibition. 

"  I  have  a  Black  Leghorn  cock  I  intend  showing  in 
November.  Would  you  advise  me  to  keep  it  in  a  cote 
4ft.  square  ?  It  is  now  kept  on  a  clay  run.  It  has  not 
yet  commenced  to  moult.  Would  you  advise  me  to 
force  the  moult,  and,  if  so,  what  is  the  best  food  for  the 
purpose  ?  What  food  is  generally  used  for  feeding  birds 
intended  for  show  ?  What  is  the  best  thing  to  do  to  get 
all  wrinkles  and  marks  out  of  the  earlobes  and  to  make 
the  comb  a  bright  red — the  comb  has  gone  a  little  bit 
blue  ?  "— H.  L.'  (Oldham.) 

A  4ft.  scjuare  "  cote,"  provided  it  is  not  less  than  4ft. 
high,  will  answer  well  enough  in  which  to  moult  a  Black 
Leghorn  cock  ;  but  it  is  not  advisable  to  keep  the  bird 
continually  confined  to  such  a  small  place  until  it  is 
recjuired  for  the  November  show.    If  it  is  used  as  a 
moulting-house  (and  many  similar  contrivances  are  in 
vogue  in  fanciers'  yards)  the  front  should  be  of  light 
sacking  stretched  on  a  wooden  frame  to  answer  as  a 
door  ;  and  there  should  be  a  6in.  space  at  the  top  of 
each  side  to  keep  the  interior  well  aired.    But  as  soon  as 
the  bird  is  through  his  moult  he  should  be  permitted  to 
run  in  the  open  in  a  shaded  place,    A  clay  run  will 
answer   the    purpose    provided    it    stands    on  high 
ground  and  is  well  drained.    Confinement  to  the  "  cote," 
combined  with  rather  short  rations,  will  cause  the  fowl 
to  commence  moulting  ;   and  an   occasional  feed  of 
hemp  seed  at  this  period  will  prove  beneficial,  although 
it  must  be  discontinued  as  soon  as  the  moult  commences. 
Nothing  can  be  done  to  hasten  the  moult.   Keep  the  bird 
warm   and  well  fed,  but  with  cooling  food,  since  a 
stimulating  diet  causes  fever  and  prevents  the  proper 
formation  of  the  features.    There  is  really  no  special 
food  for  giving  to  fowls  which  are  intended  for  exhibition. 
Spratt's  Poultry  Meal  as  the  soft  food  is  good  at  all 
times,  and  there  is  not  a  better  for  poultry.    Half  a 
handful  allowed  to  soak  thoroughly  in  boiling  water  for 
about  an  hour  and  then  mixed  with  a  small  quantity  of 
boiled  and  minced  cabbage  and  dried  off  with  middlings 
will  be  found  ample  for  the  bird's  breakfast,  and  about  a 
handful  of  wheat  or  short  and  heavy  oats  will  do  for 
"  tea."    In  confinement  fresh  green  food  should  be  freely 
allowed,  and  there  is  no  kind  to  excel  lettuce  which  has 
gone  to  seed  and  is  stalky.    The  best  thing  to  do  to  get 


wrinkles  out  of  white  earlobes  is  to  bathe  them  frequently 
with  tepid  water  or  milk,  to  work  them  well  between  the 
finger  and  thumb,  and  then  to  dust  them  lightly  with 
zinc  powder  or  starch  powder  ;  but  no  trace  of  the  powder 
must  be  allowed  to  remain  on  the  lobes  when  the  bird 
is  exhibited.  If  the  Leghorn's  comb  has  "gone  a  little 
bit  blue  "  the  bird  is  probably  suftering  from  liver  com- 
plaint, and  a  dose  of  Epsom  salts  combined  with  a 
good  supply  of  fresh  dandelion  leaves  (either  given 
whole  or  minced  and  mixed  with  soft  food)  will  probably 
be  all  that  is  needed  to  set  matters  right. — W.  W, 
Broomheaij. 

Starting  Poultryfarming. 

"  Would  3'ou  be  kind  enough  to  give  me  some  prac- 
tical advice  on  the  following  matter,  also  your  honest 
opinion  as  to  the  same  ?  I  have  lately  been  thrown 
unexpectedly  on  my  own  resources,  and,  as  I  have 
lived  in  the  country  and  kept  about  11  or  12  barn-door 
fowls,  I  should  like  to  know  if  a  living  could  be  made 
out  of  the  industry,  where  a  house  (for  people)  and  a 
field  of  about  half  an  acre  have  to  be  hired  for  the 
fowls,  also.  If  so,  would  ;^5o,  or  thereabouts,  be 
sufticient  for  a  start  ?  I  mean  as  regards  buying  stock 
birds,  and  the  necessary  appliances,  coops,  incubators, 
&c.  Would  you  advise  me  what  birds  to  get  for  good 
all-round  qualities,  and  how  many  respectively  of  hens 
and  cocks  ?  I  formerly  kept  fowls  in  such  a  haphazard 
way  that  I  was  always  in  doubt  as  to  the  quantity  and 
kind  of  food  to  give.  I  used  to  feed  my  fowls  three 
times  a  day,  once  giving  them  house-scraps  and  the 
other  twice,  tail  wheat,  or  barley.  Which  is  the  best 
kind  of  food  for  them,  how  should  it  be  given,  and 
where  is  it  obtained  from  ?  Do  you  think  it  would  be 
advisable  for  me  to  go  on  to  a  good  poultry-farm  to 
obtain  practical  experience  Or,  would  it  be  possible 
to  obtain  a  post  for  a  time  as  assistant  without  salary, 
and,  if  so,  what  papers  are  the  best  for  advertising  for 
the  purpose  ?  Would  you  also  tell  me  which,  in  j^our 
opinion,  pays  the  best — keeping  poultry  for  egg-pro- 
duction only,  or  raising  chickens  ?  Do  you  consider 
the  district  round  Cambridge  advantageous  foi* 
poultry-farming  ?  Also  should  I,  after  getting  your 
expert  advice,  '  go  in  '  for  poultry-farming  ?  What  do 
you  think,  with  the  minimum  of  labour,  I  may  expect 
to  make  per  year  according  to  the  ;/^5o-start  I  have 
alluded  to  ?" — G.  G.  S.  (Cambridgeshire.) 

Upon  the  area  of  land  named  it  would  be  impossible 
to  make  a  living,  though,  under  proper  management,  you 


September,  1909. 


THE   ILLUSTRATED   POULTRY  RECORD. 


757 


might  add  a  little  to  your  income  by  poultry-keeping. 
The  number  of  birds  you  could  keep  and  chickens 
reared  would  be  small,  and  whilst  the  house-scraps 
would  be  useful  and  reduce  cost  of  feeding,  the  total 
returns  would  be  insufficient  to  provide  a  living  when 
the  rent  and  other  establishment  expenses  were  paid. 
This  question  is  discussed  fully  in  "  Poultry- Keeping  as  a 
Business"  in  the  May  RECORD,  which  you  should  study. 
As  to  the  other  questions  asked  :  (1)  The  capital  named 
would  be  sufficient  to  commence  on  a  moderate  scale  ; 
(2)  For  feeding,  consult  articles  in  our  columns,  or  a  good 
handbook  ;  (3)  Before  attempting  poultry-farming,  you 
should  go  somewhere  to  obtain  practical  experience,  but 
it  is  doubtful  whether  anyone  would  take  you  as  an 
assistant  without  salary,  nor  could  that  be  expected,  as 
learners  are  required  to  pay  a  premium  ;  (4)  Whether 
egg-production  or  rearing  chickens  pays  best  depends 
upon  the  district  ;  (5)  The  district  named  is  suitable, 
except  where  the  land  is  too  heavy  ;  (6)  It  is  impossible 
to  suggest  the  income  you  could  secure.  Much  depends 
upon  the  individual.  Where  one  might  make  a  substan- 
tial profit  another  would  make  a  heavy  loss.  It  is  the 
personality  which  counts. — ^E.  Brown. 

Duration  of  Moult. 

"  How  long"  do  hens  take  to  moult,  and  is  there  any 
way  of  hurrying  on  the  process  ?  " — F.  W.  (Shering- 
ham.) 

The  duration  of  the  moult  depends  upon  the  age  of 
the  birds.  You  may  reckon  two  months  each  for  the 
first  and  second  adult  moult  ;  after  the  second  the 
process  is  considerably  prolonged.  There  is  no  certain 
means  of  appreciably  hurrying  on  the  moult.  You  can, 
however,  by  giving  good  nourishing  food,  expedite  the 
bird's  recovery. 

A  Difficult  Question, 

"  I  have  a  flock  of  about  forty-five  hens  of  mixed 
breeds,  but  Buff  Orpington  blood  predominating,  and  I 
have  got  hardly  any  eggs  this  year — not  more  than  an 
average  of  about  twenty-five  per  bird.  They  have  a 
free  run  and  are  well  fed.  I  shall  be  much  obliged  if 
you  will  kindly  tell  me  why  my  hens  are  not  laying 
better."— R.  T.  M.  (Wimbley.) 

It  is  quite  impossible  to  help  you  unless  you  furnish 
us  with  full  particulars  as  to  the  conditions  under  which 
your  fowls  are  kept,  your  method  of  feeding,  and 
management  generally.  We  are  inclined  to  think  that 
your  birds  are  much  too  old. 

Colour  of  Egg'Shells* 

"Is  there  any  difference  between  the  quality  of  a 
brown  and  a  white  egg  ?  I  have  just  read  in  my 
morning  paper  that  there  is  a  difference,  but  I  always 
thought  that  brown  eggs  were  richer  than  white.  I 
shall  be  glad  to  know  whether  my  paper  or  I  am  right." 
— S.  C.  E.  (Queenstown.) 

It  is  a  common  idea  that  brown-shelled  eggs  are 
richer  than  are  the  white.  Probably  the  richer  colouring" 
of  the  brown  egg  gives  this  impression.     There  is. 


however,  no  difference  in  quality  between  the  two. 
Undoubtedly  the  eggs  of  some  breeds  are  much  richer 
than  those  laid  by  others,  but  the  colour  of  shell  is  no 
indication  as  to  the  quality  of  the  egg. 

Winter  Egg'Production. 

"  Will  you  please  tell  me  in  the  next  issue  of  the 
Illustrated  Poultry  Recoru  which  is  the  best 
breed  for  winter  egg-laying,  as  I  want  to  buy  some 
young  chickens  now,  keeping  them  till  the  autumn. 
Is  the  Black  Langshan  a  good  breed  to  keep,  or  is  there 
a  better  one  for  my  purpose  ?  " — A.  V.  S.  (Rochester.) 

The  general  purpose  breeds  are  the  best  winter 
layers.  These  include  Wyandottes,  Orpingtons,  and 
Plymouth  Rocks.  Any  of  these  breeds  will  suit  your 
purpose  admirably.  Yes,  the  Black  Langshan,  under 
favourable  conditions,  is  a  good  breed  to  keep,  but 
doubtless  one  of  the  above-mentioned  breeds  would  suit 
you  better. 

A  Whitewash  Mixture. 

"  Can  you  give  me  a  good  receipt  for  a  whitewash  for 
my  poultry-houses  ?  1  find  that  lime  and  water  is  not 
very  eft'ectual,  as  it  peels  off  so  quickly  and  does  not 
seem  to  kill  all  the  insects." — W.  R.  (Dumfries,  N.B.) 

A  good  limewash  for  your  poultry-houses  is  as 
follows  :  Add  to  one  bucketful  of  limewash  half  a  pint 
of  paraffin  oil  and  half  a  pound  of  soft  soap.  First 
thoroughly  mix  the  soft  soap  and  paraffin  oil  together, 
until  the  soap  has  taken  up  all  the  paraffin.  It  should 
then  be  added  to  hot  limewash,  and  the  soap  and. 
paraffin  will  readily  dissolve.  If  they  were  added 
separately,  difficulty  would  be  experienced  in  getting 
them  to  mix. 

Cutting  Hens*  Wings. 

"  My  White  Leghorns  are  constantly  flying  out  of 
their  run,  although  there  is  fencing  nearly  six  feet  high. 
I  have  been  told  that  if  I  cut  their  wings  this  will 
prevent  them  flying  over,  but  I  ain  not  sure  how  to  do- 
it, or  if  there  are  any  special  feathers  that  should  be 
cut.  Your  help  will  be  greatly  appreciated." — 
W.  B.  S.  L.  (Eversholt.) 

An  assistant  should  firmly  hold  the  bird.  The  operator 
must  then  spread  out  the  wing,  and  with  a  pair  of 
ordinary  scissors  cut  the  first  eight  large  feathers  as 
close  to  the  pinion  as  possible  without  actually  drawing 
blood.  One  wing  only  need  be  so  treated.  If  this 
simple  operation  be  neatly  performed  there  is  little  or 
no  disfigurement,  and  it  will  effectually  prevent  your 
birds  flying  over  the  fence. 

Short  Replies. 

H.  Y.  (London)  :  Yes. 
P.  R.  T.  L.  (Ringwood)  :  About  1875. 
W.  L.  S.  (Stevenage) :  We  do  not  know. 
H.  M.  L.  (York)  :  See  reply  to  G.  G.  S.  on  page  756. 
W.  E.  (Chatham)  :  (1)  Yes.    (2)  Yes.    (3)  No. 
T.  M.  (Reading)  :  A  long  article  appeared  on  this  sub- 
ject in  the  January  issue. 


758 


THE   ILLUSTRATED   POULTRY  RECORD. 


September,  1909. 


f^ARHET5^fUBKETlH0 


ir 


i 


Market  Reports,  "Week  Ending  July  24. 

Trade  very  quiet,  the  holidays  curtailing  demand  very 
considerably.  Poultry  had  to  be  of  very  good  ciuality  to 
realise  anything  like  good  prices  on  the  London  markets. 
Producers  should  look  to  the  seaside  resorts,  these  being 
the  most  remunerative  outlets  at  this  period  of  the  year, 
poultry  and  new-laid  eggs  being  much  in  demand, 
especially  the  latter. 

"Week  Ending  July  3L 

No  change  in  trade.  Demand  very  slack  except  for 
best  qualities  of  produce,  and  these  were  not  realising 
full  values.  The  demand  for  eggs  slackened  very  much 
except  for  foreign  supplies. 

"Week  Ending  August  7, 

Trade,  if  anything,  was  duller,  the  fine  weather  making 
people  hurry  out  of  town.  The  prolonged  sitting  of 
Parliament  acted  as  a  slight  fillip  to  West-End  trade. 
Demand  for  English  eggs  was  very  slack,  while  foreign 
supplies  were  still  firm  in  prices. 

Weeks  Ending  August  14  and  21. 

Markets  were  still  dull.  The  game  season  has  com- 
menced, and  therefore  only  poultry  of  good  quality  will 
realise  fair  values  during  the  next  two  months.  Demand 
for  English  in  London  still  very  slack.  Foreign  eggs 
still  firm  owing  to  shortage. 

Foreign  Imports  of  Eggs  During  July,  1909. 

As  compared  with  the  corresponding  period  of  1908 
the  imports  of  eggs  during  July  show  a  falling  off  in 
quantities  of  209,608  great  hundreds,  representing  a 
monetary  value  amounting  to  £95,518. 

Excepting  Russia,  all  countries  show  a  considerable 
rise  in  the  average  value  of  their  eggs,  as  compared  with 
the  corresponding  period  of  1908.    A  table  showing  the 
increase  in  values  per  great  hundred  is  given  below  : 
1908. 

6    7^  per  gt.  hd. 
51 

5i 
8 

I 


Russia 

Denmark  ... 

Germany 

France 

Italy  

Austria-Hungary 
Other  Countries 


1909. 

6  6  per  gt.  hd. 
9  o| 


4 


The  Grouse  Trade. 

The  first  few  birds  to  arrive  on  the  London  markets 
realised  as  much  as  twenty  shillings  per  brace,  but  prices 
quickly  fell  away,  and  good  young  birds  could  be  obtained 
at  from  se\'en  to  eight  shillings  per  brace,  the  price  at  the 
time  of  writing  being  down  to  six  shillings. 

The  various  Game  Protection  Associations  were 
very  active  this  season,  and  this  action  on  their  part 
had  the  effect  of  considerably  reducing  the  number 
of  birds  received  on  the  markets  during  the  early  part 
of  the  morning  of  the  12th.  Evidently  the  high  prices 
realised  by  the  early  birds  tempt  a  certain  class  of 
persons  to  kill  birds  on  the  eve  of  the  12th,  and  quite 
a  good  few  birds  are  sent  through  the  Parcel  Post  to 
market.  This  season,  however,  large  numbers  of  these 
consignments  were  refused  by  the  salesmen  on  the 
market.  As  some  of  these  consignments  come  from 
Ireland,  it  stands  to  reason  that  the  birds  must  have  been 
killed  before  the  12th.  The  Irish  Game  Protection 
Association  have  been  most  active  in  taking  this  matter 
up,  and  have  circularised  nearly  all  the  salesmen  in  this 
country,  asking  them  for  their  co-operation  in  the  matter, 
in  the  best  interests  of  the  supply  of  game,  and  to  afford 
every  facility  for  the  detection  of  unlicensed  persons, 
who  for  years  have  been  sending  quantities  of  poached 
game  to  the  English  markets  for  sale. 


8 


THE  ALLURING  BROWN  EGG. 

A  PARTIAL  FALLACY. 

By  Verney  carter. 

jYJORE  in  this  country  than  any  other  is  there  shown 
a  decided  preference  on  the  part  of  the  public  for 
eggs  which  have  tinted  shells.  This  preference  owes  its 
origin  principally  to  appearance.  The  alluring  brown 
egg  possessing  this  pleasing  attribute  tempts  one,  and 
successfully,  too,  to  go  a  step  further  and,  first,  to 
imagine,  and  then  to  state,  that  it  has  a  superior  flavour 
to  its  supposed  humbler  cousin — the  white  one.  There 
is  also  a  further  reason  why  the  tinted  egg  has  found 
favour  in  the  eyes  of  nearly  all  ;  it  is  because  the  larger 
mass  of  brown  eggs  are  of  home  production,  and  those 
that  we  receive  from  abroad  are  produced  in  the 
countries  which  are  situated  nearest  to  our  shores— viz.. 


September,  1909. 


THE   ILLUSTRATED   POULTRY  RECORD. 


759 


H 

D 

O 

Du 

Z 

a 

5 
a: 
O 


o 


d 

< 


Q 

<  UJ 

<  w 

z 
o 

o 

^  O 

o  ^ 


CO 


o 


o 
a 

JO 
<  UJ 


Q 

< 


cn 

Oh 

o 

DQ 
< 


< 

a 


c/3 
H 

< 


z 
o 

Q 

Z 

o 
-J 

>^ 
cc 

H 

o 

Oh 

z 
a 

o 


w 


a, 


C/2 

H 
UJ 

< 


z 
o 

Q 

z 
o 

>- 
a: 

H 

D 
O 

o, 

:n 

O 

z 


bo 

U3  (J 


(A 

u 


-2: 

o 

c  o 

-»-> 

^-^ 

M 

o 
U 


:  o 

•  G 

i  a 

: 

•  a; 

•  -+-» 

•  j3 

3  <U  2  G 


fi  C 
'  3 


K  w    p  CJ 


_0^_CTv  O  O  O 
r^,  ro  r^,  ro 
O     -    -    ^  - 


I 

1-1  I 


UJ 
< 

O 

Q 

Z 
< 

a: 

H 

D 
O 

Oh 
U. 

o 

H 

a: 
o 

cu 


D 

> 

Q 

UJ 

Q 
Z 

UJ 

n: 

H 
Z 

o 


^  s 

(U  p  o 


UJ 

a 


z 
o 
5 

o 

u. 


C^O_ 


n-,  CO  ro  ro"?"-)  '  "cT"  cT  "oTO 


Ol"  H    M  M 


_0__0  OvO  so 
-nF  ro  ro  ro 
O     '    -    '  ' 


o  o 

CO  M 


-9  -S, 

coo 


vO_0__0__0__0_ 


I  ^^1 


u 

Q 


(U  <u 


^  CH 

^  -2 
O  O 


ngs, 

O 

Q 

ih  Ch: 
■e  Hei 
lesbui 

> 

Q 
W 


w 


CO  Orxi 
CO  lO  o 

o  o 


CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

H 
Z 
D 
O 


o 

£  ' — ^ 


M    M    M  ~0"  01 


o  o 


o  ~o' 


JO  C\ 


cu 


CD 


c 

o 


to/)  1=/) 
•3 

P  ■r'  _ 
C  -0  "3 

1-1 

^  O 


p 

^  ..        ,  ... 


cu  J3 


o 

UJ  >: 


u, 
O 

H 


Q 
w 
Q 

o 

Oh  3: 

s  z 
o 


(/I 

<u  C 

c  . 

=  o 


S  o 

go 

o 

u 


O  CO  CDs  -rf  C> 
CO  'O  ^  O  c> 
O  1^  i-i  CO  lO 
n'  -f-  CO  M  O 
C3\  CI  CI  CO 
CI  i-l 


O  CO 


O  -f-  OvO  lO 

1^  O  O  M  "Tf 
On  -t-CO  CI  CO 
cc'  -f  Co'  O'  10 

CI  o  ir)  1-^ 
O  CO 


CO 

°  "!" 

ci"  o 

CO  OS 


to/j^ 


H-l  O 


c«  G  a  c 

3  cu  <u  cii  _ 


ct5 

C!  <U 

<£  J3 


CO 
CI 

SO 

o' 

CI 


CO 
CO 

so' 

o 


sO_ 

"o^ 

_o 

sCi_ 


OS 
00~ 


w 
Q 


to/i 
to/) 
W 


O  O  cOs  CO  CO 

o  ~o~  osoo'ocr 

M  M 

^    '  -  :  = 

CO  CssO  sO  Os 
OsCO  GO  sO  sO 


SO  _0  so  ^-0_ 

"o~  o"~osoo"oo 
_0    '   =   s  r 

CO  C3ssO  sO  sO 
C3sc»  CX)  O  sO 


sO  co_co  O  Os 

O    =  r  r 
-1-1 

O  (OssO  so  _co 
OOO  00  sO  sO 


sO  <Os  CO  O  Os 
"o"  Os  OsOO"!^ 


cosO  0_s0  _0_ 
~O^O0  GO  sO  sO 


U 

Q 


-J  cn  >  <  X 
c"  O  T  JT' 


aj  .3 

cu  3 


H 

UJ 

< 


z 
o 

Q 

Z 

o 
-J 

UJ 

< 

o 

X 

00 

a 
z 

UJ 


-G  fi;  —  c3 
O  c«  G  -,-1 

G 


G  33  .5 


cu  B  ^  2  22  2 
il:  o3       3  G  3  rt 

[Xh  Q  S      fii  <J1  O 


sO 


cf 


"cT 


C/3 


to/I  G  r  K 

CA3  K>  C/) 

2  ^  ^  I 

O      Oh  W  K  Di 


9J 

G  2 
C  I 

o 

cu  - 

to/) 


OJ  tU 

a  > 


O  O 

o  « 


O  "r-a 

-4— » 

O  V 


a:  o 

OH 


760 


THE   ILLUSTRATED   POULTRY  RECORD. 


September,  1909. 


France,  Holland,  and  Denmark.    The  tinted  ones  we 
receive  from  other  countries  are  almost  a  minus  quantity. 
In  France,  particularly,  has  this  English  preference  been 
catered  for,  and  the  trade  in  this  particular  line  has  been 
highly  specialised,  and  as  a  consequence  the  eggs  arrive 
in  this  country  in  better  condition  than  the  mass  of  our 
imports  of  this  class.    As  a  natural  consequence  they  are 
worth  more  monetarily  than  those  which  have  to  travel 
long  distances.    Therefore  it  follows  that  if  an  unscrupu- 
lous trader  wants  to  mix  foreign  eggs  in  with,  say,  his 
better-cjuality  English,  in  order  to  enhance  his  profits, 
it  naturally  pays  him  to  use  the  cheaper  foreign  eggs, 
which  are  white.    The  efTect  of  this  practice,  which,  by 
the  way,  is  rarer  to-day  than  it  was  a  few  years  back,  has 
been  that  the  purchaser  has  noticed  that  when  he  has 
come  across  an  egg  which  was  not  quite  all  he  desired, 
the  "  undesirable  "  has  been  white.    At  one  time  in  the 
London  dairy  trade  one  would  constantly  hear  people 
asking  for  brown  eggs,  using  the  word  brown  in  place  of 
the  term  new-laid.    The  above  are  the  reasons  why  it  is 
such  a  favourite,  and  favourite  it  will  remain  till  either 
the  egg  or  the  hen  ceases  to  exist. 

There  is  just  one  other  quality  which  in  all  fairness 
should  be  mentioned.  Tinted  eggs  possess,  as  a  rule,  a 
better  quality  of  shell,  being  generally  thicker  ;  therefore 
they  are  less  inclined  to  crack  when  travelling,  and  the 
extra  thickness  also  tends  towards  improving  the  keeping 
qualities.  Having  thus  stated  the  case  for  the  brown 
egg,  we  will  now  put  forward  the  evidence  in  favour  of 
the  white  one. 

As  all  poultry-keepers  know,  and  as  Mr.  Edward 
Brown,  F.L.S.,  pointed  out  in  an  article  on  "The 
Colouration  of  Eggs"  in  the  July  issue  of  this  journal, 
colouration  is  due  to  the  breed  of  the  fowl,  and  that  it 
is  the  Asiatic  breed  that  lays  the  tinted  egg.  It  would 
seem  at  first  sight  to  be  quite  a  sufficiently  convincing 
argument  to  state  that  breed  does  affect  the  flavour. 
But  there  are  other  and  stronger  determining  factors  at 
work  which  have  greater  and  more  far-reaching  influences 
than  breed.  Both  feeding  and  environment  have 
immense  influences  on  flavour.  Birds  kept  in  small  runs 
or  in  confinement,  which  entails  the  loss  of  much  natural 
food  in  the  way  of  insect  life,  of  which  they  are  naturally 
very  fond,  will,  unless  they  are  very  skilfully  fed,  very 
materially  affect  the  flavour,  leaving  the  colour  of  the 
shell  but  very  slightly  affected. 

Careful  chemical  analysis  has  failed  to  prove  that  a 
brown  egg  possesses  more  nutritive  qualities  than  a  white 
one,  and  impartial  tests  made  by  the  palate  also 
have  failed  to  detect  the  difference  in  flavour  between 
the  two.  Even  the  devotee  of  the  brown  egg,  when 
asked  his  opinion,  does  not,  in  the  generality  of  cases, 
positively  assert  that  the  brown  egg  is  the  better,  but 
expresses  his  impression  that  somehow  he  "thinks"  it 
has  a  better  flavour.  That  is  about  as  far  as  he  will 
venture. 

Now  let  us,  for  instance,  see  what  happens  when  a  con- 
signment of  English  new-laid  eggs  are  sent  from  the  coun- 
try to  town.  The  retailer,  as  soon  as  he  receives  them, 
goes  through  them  and  picks  out  the  brown  ones.   He  will 


then,  in  all  probability,  mix  with  these  a  certain  percentage 
of  white  ones  in  order  to  show  up  to  better  advantage 
the  tinted  ones.    He  then  proceeds  to  price  them  at  a 
higher  figure  than  the  remaining  white  ones,  probably 
threepence  a  dozen  more,  irrespective  of  whether  they 
are  larger,  smaller,  staler,  or  fresher  than  the  white  ones  ; 
that  matters  not  to  him,  since  his  customers  like  brown 
eggs,  and  if  they  want  them  they  must  pay  for  them,  and 
pay  for  them  they  do.    And  what  real  benefit  has  the 
purchaser  obtained  ?      Simply  a  few  coloured  shells, 
which  he  cannot  eat.    More  than  probably  he  has  netted 
a  loss  in  weight  of  food  value,  for  white  eggs  as  a  rule 
run  larger  than  the  tinted  ;  he  has  spent  money  on  a 
fancy,  and  nothing  more.    Still,  the  poultry-keeper  must 
produce  brown  eggs,  as    the    breeds   which  produce 
them  are  good  winter  layers,  and  eggs  must  be  pro- 
duced in  the  winter  months  if  he  is  to  secure  remunera- 
tive outlets  in  the  summer  ;  but  why  the  consumer  pays 
a  higher  price  on  account  of  the  colouration  of  a  shell  is 
a  mystery. 

The  slight  advantage  of  thickness  of  shell  assisting 
the  keeping  qualities  is  practically  nil,  for  in  order  that 
an  egg  should  realise  its  full  value  it  should  be  in  the 
consumer's  hands  before  it  is  a  week  old,  and  therefore 
the  advantage  gained  by  the  thicker  shelled  egg  is  so 
infinitely  small  as  to  become  a  totally  negligible  quan- 
tity.    To  sum  up  : 

First,  the  brown  egg  owes  it  popularity  to  appearances. 

Second,  it  is  popular  on  account  of  its  British  origin 
and  also  because  it  is  imported  from  countries  nearest 
to  our  shores  ;  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
white  egg  is  also  produced  in  England. 

Third,  chemical  analysis  and  palate  tests  have  failed 
to  prove  its  superiority. 

Fourth,  the  advantage  gained  in  thickness  of  shell  is 
altogether  a  negligible  quantity  when  an  egg  is  consumed 
within  a  week  from  the  date  of  its  production.  This  is 
assured  where  British  producers  adopt  efficient  methods 
of  marketing.  It  is  in  this  latter  particular  that  egg- 
producers  can  do  much  to  convince  the  public  that  a 
white  egg  is  the  equal  of  the  brown  one. 


CONGRESS  OF  CHEMISTS. 

BACTERIA  IN  EGGS. 

T\/r  ISS  E.  M.  PENNINGTON,  of  the  Food  Research 
Laboratory,  United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, before  the  Agricultural  Chemistry  Section 
recorded  the  results  of  the  chemical  examination  of  the 
eggs  of  two  varieties  of  the  domestic  fowl — Barred 
Plymouth  Rocks  and  White  Leghorns— made  in  all  cases 
within  forty-eight  hours  of  laying.  A  bacteriological 
examination  was  also  made  of  sixty-three  eggs,  and  the 
presence  was  detected  of  thirty-five  species  of  bacteria. 
Of  twenty-six  fertilised  eggs  eleven  had  a  greater 
number  of  bacteria  in  the  yolk,  nine  in  the  white,  and  in 
six  the  numbers  were  almost  equal. 
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SUNNYBROOK      POULTRY  FARM. 

WEST  ORANGE,   NEW  JERSEY,  U.S.A. 


JT  is  extremely  difficult  to  realise  that  the 
picturesque  suburban  city  of  West  Orange  is 
only  some  twelve  miles  from  the  hustling,  bustling 
•city  of  New  York,  for  even  the  railroad  journey, 
taking  as  it  does  a  route  through  the  desolate,  un- 
kempt waste  ground  surrounding  Jersey  City  and 
Newark,  does  not  prepare  one  for  the  delightful 


of  two  miles  and  a  half  taken  in  a  light  run- 
about, behind  a  fast-trotting  mare,  was  a  welcome 
introduction  to  American  country  scenery.  With 
a  kindly  desire  to  show  me  the  best  of  the  latter, 
the  route  chosen  for  the  outward  drive  was 
through  Llewyllen  Park,  a  semi-private  park 
containing  the  residences  of  many  of  the  most 


MAIN  BROODER  HOUSE,  60ft.  BY  15ft.,  CONTAINING  TEN   INDOOR  HOVERS. 


[Copyright. 


rural  simplicity  and  beauty  of  Orange.  The  influential  American  business  men,  including  the 
town  lies  in  a  valley,  backed  by  the  well-wooded  laboratory  and  dwelling  -  house  of  Thos.  A. 
slopes  of  the  Orange  mountain,  and  it  certainly     Edison,  the  inventor. 


forms  a  perfect  retreat  for  the  overworked 
business  man  of  New  York.  I  made  my  trip 
at  the  invitation  of  Mr.  Chas.  D.  Cleveland,  the 
owner  of  the  Sunnybrook  Farm,  and  the  drive 


The  poultry  farm  is  in  a  well-chosen  situation, 
on  good  workable  soil  with  a  southern  slope,  and 
is  some  thirty-seven  acres  in  extent.  It  has 
been  found  to  be  an  ideal  rearing   ground  for 
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youngsters,  and  this  was  demon- 
strated by  the  quality  of  the 
hundreds  of  chickens  running 
about  at  the  time  of  my  visit. 
Mr.  Cleveland  is  a  busy  man, 
and  unfortunately  he  was  unable 
to  accompany  me  on  the  occasion 
of  my  inspection,  but  I  was  taken 
care  of  by  Mr.  George  Austin, 
an  Englishman,  by  the  way,  who 
acts  as  superintendent,  and  a 
royal  welcome  was  given  to  me. 

The  farm  is  really  a  hobby  of 
the  owner,  but  like  a  true  busi- 
ness man  he  will  not  touch  a 
thing  unless  he  can  make  it  pay  ; 
therefore,  every  arrangement  is 
made  with  a  view  to  getting  the 
best  return  for  the  outlay  of  capi- 
tal. To  this  end  the  latest  appli- 
ances are  used  and  the  best 
methods  of  hatching,  rearing, 
and  management  are  followed, 
is  a  great  believer  in  fresh  air  for  poultry, 
and  all  of  the  thirty-one  laying  and  breed- 
ing houses  on  the  plant  are  fitted  with  open 
fronts.     Owing,   however,  to    the  severity  of 


COLONY  HOUSES,  OF  WHICH  THERE  ARE  THIRTY  UPON  THE  FARM. 

\Copy7'ight. 


Mr.  Cleveland 


the  climate  in  winter  it  has  been  found  neces- 
sary to  fix  canvas  covered  screens,  as  only  by 
this  means  is  it  possible  to  protect  the  birds 
during  severe  frosts.  It  is  indeed  hard  to  credit 
the  fact  that  the  Sunnybrook  Farm  has  only  been 

on  the  present 
site  for  about  ten 
months,  for  it  is 
replete  in  every 
detail,  and  one 
would  imagine 
that  the  plant 
had  been  in 
operation  for 
years. 

Our  illustra- 
tions only  show 
a  few  of  the 
many  buildings 
that  there  are 
upon  the  farm, 
which  is  splen- 
didly equipped. 
The  housing  ac- 
commodation 
com  prises, 
among  others, 
one  laying 
house,  120ft.  by 


SOME  OF  MR.  CLEVELAND'S  CELEBRATED  COLUMBIAN  WYANDOTTES 


15ft. 


contain- 
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ing  360  White  Leghorns  and  White  Wyan- 
dottes  ;  another,  50ft.  by  30ft.,  containing 
150  White  Leghorns  ;  a  third,  50  Cokimbian 
Wyandottes  ;  and  a  fourth,  45  White  Wyan- 
dotte hens. 

To  maintain  such  a  stock  of  breeders  it  is  neces- 
sary to  rear  a  considerable  number  of  youngsters 
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shows  will  know  the  place  Mr.  Cleveland  holds  as 
a  breeder  of  Columbian  and  White  Wyandottes. 
As  President  of  the  National  White  Wyandotte 
Club  and  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  National  Columbian  Wyandotte  Club, 
Mr.  Cleveland  is  well  "in  the  know  "  of  things 
pertaining  to  this  breed,  and  the  mating  list 


each  year.  Further,  a  very  large  number  of 
exhibition  and  utility  birds  are  disposed  of  every 
season.  To  this  end  there  is  a  large  incubator 
house  with  a  nursery  for  chickens  above,  and,  in 
addition,  the  main  brooder  house,  a  picture  of 
which  is  shown,  together  with  a  group  of  colony 
houses,  numbering  thirty. 

Anyone  who  follows  the  round  of  American 


he  has  prepared  for  1909  contains  winners 
at  the  leading  American  poultry  exhibitions. 
The  illustrations  we  give  of  Columbians 
show  typical  birds  which  go  to  make  up  the 
Sunnybrook  stock,  and,  as  these  are  untouched 
photographs,  it  proves  that  breeding  is  being 
carried  out  on  right  lines  from  the  best  birds 
obtainable. 
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It  is  impossible  '  to  give  a  complete  list  of  all  wins  during  the  season  '  1908 — 1909  to  the 
credit  of  Mr.  Cleveland's  birds,  for  it  would  require  too  much  space,  but,  taking  some  of  the 
leading  exhibitions  in  the  United  States,  the  prizes  gained  for  Columbian  VVyandottes  are  as  follow  : 

SYRACUSE,    N.Y.  CHICAGO,  ILL. 

September.  December. 
1st  Pen  ;  2nd  and  3rd  Pullet.  1st  and  4th  Cock. 

HAGERSTOWN,  M.D.  1st,  3rd  and  5th  Hen. 

October.  2nd  and  4th  Cockerel. 

1st,  2nd  and  3rd  Pen.  2nd,  4th  and  5th  Pullet. 

1st,  2nd  and  3rd  Hen.  1st,  3rd  and  4th  Pen. 

3rd  and  4th  Cockerel.  Challenge  Cup  for  display  5  out  of  9  Columbian  Club 

5th  Pullet.  ribbons. 
Over  90  birds  competing.  Forty-two  points,  to  the  nearest  competitor's  34. 

MADISON    SQUARE  GARDEN. 
December. 
2nd  Cock  ;  5th  Hen  ;  3rd  Pen. 
ORANGE,  N.J. 
February. 
1st  Cock. 
1st  and  2nd  Hen. 
1st  and  3rd  Cockerel. 
1st  and  2nd  Pullet. 
1st  Pen. 

Silver  Cup  for  display  and  all  specials, 

W.  Brown. 


ONE    OF    THE    TWO    EXHIBITION  HOUSES. 


[Copyright. 
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POULTRY -KEEPERS'    MISTAKEN  IDEA, 


The  SURBITON. 


Many 
Poultry  -  keepers 
;  under  the  Impres- 
sion that  it  is  necessary  to 
pay  a  high  price  to  obtain  a 
really  good  Poultry  House — 
one  made  of  good  sound 
material,  good  workmanship, 
and  properly  constructed  for 

the   purpose    made   for.  A 
trial  of  one  of 


The    ISLEWORTH    SCRATCH  INQ- 
SHED. 


TAMLIN'S  POPLTRY  HOUSES 

will  convince  any  Poultry-keeper  that  for  once  high  quality  and  sound 
value  at  a  low  price  goes  hand  in  hand.     In  fact,  these  Houses 
can  be  purchased  at  a  lower  price,  carriage  paid,  than  the 
timber  alone  can  be  bought  for  locally,  apart  from  their 
being  designed  and  constructed  on  the  experience 
of  an  Expert.    Let  us  send  you  our  catalogue. 
It  has  250  illustrations  of  the  different 
Appliances  for  Poultry-keepers,  and 
we    send  it   to    you  free  on 
application. 

W.  TAMLIN, 


Incubator  &  Poultry  Applianc  e 
Manufacturer, 
40,  ST.  MARGARETS, 
TWICKENHAM. 
LONDON. 
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CLUBS  AND 

THE  UTILITY  POULTRY  CLUB'S  FOUR 
MONTHS'  LAYING  COMPETITIONS. 

'^HE  particulars  of  the  two  Four  Months'  Competitions 
arranged  by  the  Club  are  now  available.  The 
Competition  in  the  North  is  to  be  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Mr.  R.  G.  Baker,  of  Slade  Poultry  Farm,  Ilkley. 
Yorks  ;  that  in  the  South  will  be  managed  by  Mr.  J.  N. 
Leigh,  of  Baron's  Grange,  I  den.  Rye,  Sussex.  Mr.  Baker 
has  had  considerable  experience  of  poultry-keeping,  both 
in  England  and  in  the  Colonies  ;  while  Mr.  Leigh's  pen 
was  second  in  the  recent  Six  Months'  Laying  Compe- 
tition at  Street.  Thirty  pens  of  four  pullets  each  will  be 
provided  for  in  each  Competition,  which  will  extend  for 
sixteen  weeks  from  October  7th. 

Prizes  to  the  value  of  £6  10s.  are  offered  in  each  Com- 
petition in  addition  to  the  Gold  and  Silver  Medals  and 
Second-Class  Certificates  of  the  Club,  which  latter, 
however,  will  only  be  awarded  to  pens  of  sufficient  merit. 

The  entry  fee  is  £1,  and  all  eggs  will  be  taken  by  the 
Club  and  sold  towards  defraying  expenses. 

Anybody,  whether  a  member  of  the  Club  or  not,  can 
enter  for  the  Competitions,  and  full  particulars,  rules,  and 
entry  forms  can  be  had  of  the  Hon.  Secretary,  L.  W.  H. 
Lamaison,  Merstham,  Surrey. 


NATIONAL  POULTRY  ORGANISATION 
SOCIETY. 

A  MEETING  of  the  Central  Executive  Committee 
of  the  above  Society  was  held  at  20,  Arlington- 
street,  S.W.,  on  July  29  last,  the  Marchioness  of 
Salisbury  in  the  chair. 

The  affiliation  of  the  Marshland  and  Wingland 
Agricultural  Trading  Association  of  Walpole,  Norfolk, 
with  the  N.P.O.S.  was  formally  sanctioned. 

The  new  regulations  with  respect  to  local  societies 
desiring  to  become  affiliated  with  the  N.P.O.S.  were 
formally  submitted  and  approved. 


SOCIETIES. 

The  following  ordinary  members  were  elected  : 
W.  Stanley  Bott,  31,  Silver-street,  Whitwick,  near 
Leicester ;  A.  Dryer,  35a,  Maria-street,  Millwall,  E.  ; 
the  Rev.  C.  T.  Mundy,  Sundon  Vicarage,  Dunstable, 
Beds.  ;  Price  Owen,  Punchardon  Hall,  Willian,  Hitchin. 


NORTHERN  UTILITY  POULTRY 
SOCIETY. 

LAYING  COMPETITION,  1909-10. 

'^PIE  ninth  annual  Laying  Competition,  commencing 
on  October  11,  will  be  held  under  the  manage- 
ment and  personal  supervision  of  Mr.  C.  George  Skipper, 
Clifton  Poultry  Farm,  Burnley.  The  competition 
will  be  distinct  from  any  run  previously  by  the 
Society.  For  the  first  time  trap-nests  will  be  used,  and 
records  of  every  bird  will  be  kept.  Results  will  be 
published  each  month  as  the  competition  proceeds. 
The  manager  will  have  full  control  of  the  feeding,  and 
will  use  his  discretion  as  to  feeding  the  light  and  heavy 
breeds  differently. 

The  competitions  are  not  held  to  determine  which  is 
the  best  breed  ;  the  club  recognises  that  good  laying  is 
a  question  of  s/7'ai/!,  and  not  of  breed,  and  endeavours 
by  means  of  these  competitions  to  make  known  those 
fowls  which  under  systematic  treatment  during  the  four 
worst  months  of  the  year  have  proved  themselves  to  be 
good  layers. 

Full  particulars  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Charles 
Longbottom,  28,  St.  Matthew-street,  Burnley. 


SPECIAL  SOUND  LINES  IN  POULTRY  HOUSES. 

OUR  MOTTO, 

WE    BUILD    TO  WEAR. 

The  Subbler,  for  100  fowls.  9  by  6  by  6,  in  sections  and  on  wheels 
with  all  latest  improvements,  including  our  special  ventilating  system, 
price  £5  5s. ;  50  fowls,  50s.  ;  35  fowls,  35s.  ;  Coops,  with  bottom  and 
run,  6s.  6d.  ;  Anti-broody  Coop,  65.  6d.    Trial  order  solicited. 

PICKERING  &  CO., 

Makers  of  all  kinds  portable  buildings,  HORNSEA,  E.  YORKS. 


Just  the  Book  for  the  Practical 

Poultry  Farmer. 

"  Poultry  -  Recpiivg  as  an  Ind\istry  for  Farmers  and  Cottagm." 

By  EDWARD  BROWN,  F.L.S. 
PRICE    6s.  6d.    POST  FREE. 

BROWN,  DOBSON,  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  15,  Essex-street,  Strand. 
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BLIND  GUIDES. 

jpREJUDICE  against  double  mating 
systems  is  kept  up  chieflyas  a  result 
of  the  efforts  of  those  who  try  to  teach 
others  what  it  is  when  they  do  not 
know  themselves.  For  a  guess  we 
would  say  that  only  about  one  explana- 
tion of  double  mating  in  five  shows  an 
understanding  of  the  subject.  Nearly 
always  the  most  essential  fact  in 
double  mating  is  omitted. 

We  notice  in  an  exchange  just  to 
hand  an  article  on  mating  Barred 
Plymouth  Rocks.  In  this  article  the 
writer  describes  double  matings  for 
that  variety  as  the  birds  used  appear 
to  the  eye,  but  has  not  a  word  to  say 
about  the  breeding  back  of  those 
birds. 

In  double  mating  —  systematic 
double  mating — it  is  not  enough  that, 
a  Barred  Plymouth  Rock  male  used 
to  produce  exhibition  males  should  be 
of  "  Standard  "  colour  and  be  mated 
to  females  darker  than  "  Standard." 
He  must  be  the  son  of  an  exhibition 
coloured  male  and  a  female  of  the  type 
with  which  he  is  to  be  mated.  His 
parents,  likewise,  on  both  sides,  should 
have  been  the  offspring  of  a  similar 
mating  ;  and  their  parents  before 
them,  as  far  back  as  possible.  In 
other  words,  he  must  be  of  a  line  bred 
for  males  of  "  Standard  "  colour  and 
females  of  the  darker  shade  that  comes 
in  the  female  offspring  of  the  mating 
which  produces  males  of  "  Standard  " 
colour. 

So  in  all  double  matings.  The 
exhibition  specimens  of  each  sex  come 
not  from  a  union  of  birds  of  certain 
descriptions,  but  from  lines  in  which 
the  characteristics  of  the  sexes, 
necessary  to  produce  what  is  desired, 
have  been  established.  That  is  the 
point  too  many  neglect  to  mention^ — 
probably  because  they  don't  know  it. 
There  are  a  lot  of  writers  on  poultry 
topics  who  have  little  practical  know- 
ledge of  the  topics  they  undertake  to 
discuss  with  authority.  Too  many  are 
simply  repeating  what  happened  to 
stick  in  their  minds  of  what  they  heard 
or  read  somewhere. — Farm  Poidtry. 

When  answering  advertise- 
ments kindly  mention  "  The 
Illustrated  Poultry  Record." 


WICKS  BROS., 

Norwich,  England. 

10*000  Show  Pens  for  Turkeys, 
Geese,  Ducks,  Poultry,  &c.. 

On  Sale. 
Illustrated  Catalogue  free. 


ARE  YOU 
WANTING 


MOTOR  HOUSE, 
CYCLE  HOUSE, 
POULTRY  HOUSE, 
DOG  KENNEL, 
CHICKEN  COOP, 


STABLE  AND 
COACH-HOUSE, 
LOOSE  BOX, 
SHEPHERD'S  HUT, 

or  any  sort  of 
PORTABLE 

BUILDING  ? 


If  so,  send  for  our  new  1909  Cata- 
logue, revised  up  to  date,  post  free, 
and  see  our  bargains. 


Farmer's 
Stubble  Houss 

With  Floor. 
10ft.  by  6ft. 

£2  15s.  Od. 
8ft.  by  6ft. 

£2  5s.  Od. 
7ft.  by  5ft. 

£1  14s.  6d. 
6ft.  by  4ft. 
£1  10s.6d. 


If  on  Extra  Strong  Wheels  and  Iron  Axles,  £1 
extra. 


50  Fowls,  9ft.  long,  6ft.  wide,  7ft.  high..  £2    0  0 

30     „    7ft.    ,,     5ft.        6i/^ft   110  0 

20     „    7ft.    ,,    4ft.    ,,     6ft.    „   ..  1    7  G 
12     .,    5ft.    ,,    4ft.    ,,     6ft.        ..  1    0  0 
If  with  floors,  5s.  per  House  extra. 
Made'in  sections,  and  easi!y  put  together  by 
anyone. 

CHAS.  LONGBOTTOM  g  CO., 

NAFFERTON    WORKS,   near  HULL. 


COVERDALE'S 

POULTRY  POWDER 

(EGG-PRODUCING) 
has  given  such  SURPRISING  RESULTS 
andso  much  CONTINUED  SATISFACTION 
that  it  is  worth  while  sending  two  halfpenny 
stamps  for  postage  of  FREE  SAMPLE  with 
16 -page  booklet,  "HOW  TO  MAKE 
POULTRY  PAY." 

G.  COVERDALE,  Ltd.,  28,  Parliament-st.,  YORK. 


MR.  TAMLIN'S  EXPORTS. 

n^HE  following  is   a   list   of  Mr. 

Tamlin's  exports  for  the  month  of 
July,  1909  :  Twenty  100  incubators, 
ten  60  incubators,  to  .Smith,  Nichol- 
son, and  Co.,  Victoria,  Australia, 
per  ss.  Indralema  ;  ten  100  Sunbeam 
foster-mothers,  to  A.  Newcomb  and 
Co.,  New  Zealand,  per  ss.  Kia  Ora  ; 
twelve  60  incubators,  twelve  100 
incubators,  twelve  100  foster-mothers, 
to  Mons.  A.  Masson,  France,  per 
Bennett  Steamship  Co.  ;  six  60  incu- 
bators, six  100  incubatots,  six  30 
incubators,  to  John  F.  Marshall,  Trans- 
vaal, South  Africa,  per  ss.  Inkosi  ; 
one  100  incubator  to  Mons.  M. 
Blanchart,  Belgium  ;  one  100  incuba- 
tor, to  H.  Wallace  Stroud,  Beira,  per 
ss.  Inyoni  ;  two  100  Sunbeam  foster- 
motheis,  to  J.  R.  Burrell  and  Co., 
Singapore,  per  ss.  Monmouthshire  ; 
one  100  incubator,  one  100  foster- 
mother,  to  J.  P.  Shephard,  Monte 
Video,  per  ss.  Bellevue  ;  one  60  incu- 
bator, to  J.  E.  Martin,  Gibraltar  ;  one 
60  incubator  and  one  60  Sunbeam 
foster-mother,  to  N.  Turner,  Bombay, 
per  ss.  Arabia  ;  one  100  incubator 
and  one  100  foster-mother,  to  Mr. 
Van  Oppen,  Lorenco  Marques,  per 
ss.  Guelph. 


SCALE  OF  ADVERTISING 
CHARGES. 

The  Illustrated  Poultry 
Record. 


Per 
insertion. 

Whole  Page  outside  Back 

Cover,  or  facing  Title  or 

Contents  pages  ...       ...     ;^io    o  o 

Whole  Page    8    o  o 

Per  Inch  Wide  Column  ...  o  15  o 
Per  Inch  Narrow  Column  o  10  o 
Per  Inch  across  Page      ...         i  10  o 

6  Insertions  consecutive  for  price  of  5. 
12  Insertions  for  price  of  9. 


PUBLIC  NOTICES,  COMPANIES,  Etc. 

Narrow  Column  (average  7  words)  is 
per  line  per  insertion. 


Societies'  Announcements,  Estates 
to  Let  or  Sell,  Auction  Sales,  Pub- 
lications, Education  (average  7  words), 
6d.  per  line. 


PREPAID  ADVERTISEMENTS 
id.  per  word. 
6  insertions  for  price  of  5- 
First  line  in  Bold  Type  without  extra  charge. 
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SELECTIONS  FROM  OUR  CONTEMPORARIES. 


"What  PoultryFarming  Means. 

Not  many  years  since  I  was  visited  by  a  gentleman 
who  had  hopelessly  failed  on  the  Stock  Exchange. 
Knowing  that  I,  so  to  speak,  could  distinguish  a  cock 
from  a  hen,  he  sought  my  advice.  But,  ere  I  could  offer 
any,  he  informed  me  that  if  he  could  borrow  a  certain 
sum  of  money  he  "would  start  poultry-farming  to- 
morrow." I  put  a  few  questions  to  this  enthusiast,  but 
his  replies  showed  me  very  conclusively  that  he  had  no 
more  idea  of  the  subject  than  the  traditional  "  man  in 
the  moon."  And  when  I  told  him  that  he  was  practi- 
cally ignorant  of  the  business  he  exclaimed,  "  Business  ! 
Anyone  could  learn  all  about  that  within  a  week  I "  But 
he  does  not  stand  alone  in  such  an  idea.  Unfortunately 
there  are  many  others  who  hold  similar  notions.  They 
are  just  the  people  who  commence  in  a  way  that  would 
wreck  any  concern,  and  who,  when  they  have  burnt 
their  fingers  at  poultry-farming,  take  up  the  parrot-like 
cry  that  "  Poultry  do  not  pay."  Another  foolish  notion 
is  that  poultry-farming  is  a  nice  light  out-of-doors  occu- 
pation. It  must  be  acknowledged  that  to  a  lover  of 
fowls  it  is  nice  work  ;  and,  moreover,  it  is  such  that 


keeps  one  mostly  in  the  open  air,  a  pleasant  thing  in 
summer,  but  not  altogether  so  delicious  in  winter  !  But, 
like  everything  else,  there  is  a  nasty  side  to  it.  And 
where  the  light  work  comes  in  many  who  are  following 
the  busmess  have  not  yet  discovered.  Of  course,  there 
are  occasionally  slack  times  in  connection  with  poultry- 
farming.  Nevertheless,  taken  all  the  year  round  it 
averages  about  twelve  hours  a  day  and  seven  days  a 
week,  with  enough  work  thrown  in  to  prevent  even  the 
strongest  among  us  terming  it  a  light  task. — W.  W.  B. 
in  Poultry. 

Tragedy  of  Feathers. 

A  pathetic  tragedy  is  reported  from  Peterborough.  In 
the  grounds  of  the  gaol  in  Thorpe-road  a  thrush  and  a 
blackbird  had  built  nests  very  near  each  other,  and  both 
had  broods.  The  mother  thrush  not  only  fed  her  own 
young,  but  also  gave  free  meals  to  the  young  blackbirds, 
the  mother  of  which  was  a  little  given  to  gallivanting. 
She  intensely  dislilced  her  neighbours  pushing  their 
beaks  into  her  affairs,  however,  and  when  she  found  the 
mother  thrush  feeding  the  young  blackbirds,  she  resented 
it  warmly.     A  life-to-death  struggle  followed,  and  the 


FORGE  BROS/  Special  Offer  to  Make  Room  for  Young  Stock. 

1908  PULLETS  from  their  World-famed  Champion  Laying  Strains  -Buff  Orpingtons,  Black  Minorcas, 

Black  Leghorns.  White  Leghorns,  5i.,  6s.  each;  Cockerels,  6s.  6d.,  7s.  6d.,  10s.  6d.  each. 

1909  Early  Hatched  PULLETS— very  promising  lot  of  birds,  hundreds  to  select  from— 5s.,  6s.  6d., 

7s.  6d.,  8s.  6d.  each;  Cockerels,  6s.  6d.,  7s.  6d.,  10s.  6d.,  12s.  6d.  each. 

One  of  the  Largest  and  Best  Equipped  Farms  in  the  South  of  England. 

WRITE  FOR  OUR  CATALOGUE,  WHICH  IS  POST  FREE. 

UTILITY    POULTRY    FARM,    EVERSLEY,  HANTS. 


A  COMPLETE  AND  EXHAUSTIVE 

INDEX 

to  Volume  I.  of  the 

ILLUSTRATED  POULTRY  RECORD 

will  be  sent  free  on  receipt  of  a  Penny  Stamp 
to  defray  postage. 

BROWN,  DOBSON,  &  CO.,  Ltd. 


MISS     GARRET  T'S 

£101  BUFF  ORPINGTON  STRAIN, 

Winners  of  Cups,  Medals,  and  no  end  of  Prizes  at  all  the  best  Shows. 

Grand  lot  of  Cockerels  and  Pullets  from  7/G  each,  bred  from  1st  and 
2nd  Palace,  1st  and  2nd  Birmingham,  two 
"  Ists  Margate,  1st  and  2nd  Redhill,  1st 
and  Special  Reigate,  1st,  2nd,  and  Special 
Southall,  1st  and  Special  Gkehampton,  1st 
Folkestone,  2nd  Oxford,  1st  Derby,  1st 
Northampton,  &c. 

RECENT  SUCCESSES.— 1st  and  Special 
Bromley,  1st,  Challenge  Cup,  3  Specials,  2 
Seconds  at  Carshalton,  1st  and  Special  Stan- 
ton, 2nd  Exeter,  1st  and  2nd  Frome,  1st 
Ladies'  Poultry  Club,  2nd  Horsham,  2nd 
_  Redhill,  2nd  and  3rd  Southend,  1st  (£5  5s. 
Silver  Cup)  Crystal  Palace,  2nd  Erith. 

EGGS.— G/G,  10/G,  15/G.    Selected,  21/- 
Unfertile  replaced.    Day-old  chicks  to  be  ordered, 


Extra  Selected,  £2  2s. 

so  many  having  been  booked  to  go  abroad. 
SILVER  CUP  given  for  the  best  bird  from  the  three  best  pens,  or  best  chicks 
WELLSLEY  COTTAGE.  LONDON  ROAD,  SUTTON. 


VACANCY   FOR   A  PUPIL 

On  one  of  the  best  laid  out  Poultry  Farms  and  the  largest  in  Essex  and  Suffolk, 
Hundreds  of  prizes  have  been  taken  all  over  England.    Poultry  Houses  are  made  on  the  farm.  Natural 
and  artificial  hatching.    Low  premium.    Inspection  of  farm  invited.     Review  of  farm  sent  post  free. 
BIRDS  OF  ALL  POPULAR  VARIETIES  ALWAYS  FOR  SALE. 

J.  HERBERT  VAUX,  ROOKERY  POULTRY  FARM,  DOYERCOURT  (one  mile). 


September,  1909. 
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thrush  paid  for  her  kindness  with  her  life.  When  the 
blackbird  had  her  neighbour  dead  on  the  field,  she 
satisfied  her  vindictive,  savage  little  soul  by  pecking  out 
the  thrush's  eyes.- — Feathered  Life. 

The  Hens  Lay  Every  Day, 

We  need  a  year  to  grow  a  f)ig,  * 
'Tis  two  before  a  steer  is  big, 
The  hens  lay  every  day. 

A  trefoil  takes  three  years  to  spread, 
A  horse  as  colt  three  years  we  fed. 
The  hens  lay  every  day. 

A  field  of  grain  just  once  we  reap, 
A  yearly  fleece  take  off  our  sheep, 
The  hens  lay  every  day. 

A  few  weeks  yield  the  honey  store. 
Then  blossoms,  fruit  and  all  is  o'er. 
The  hens  lay  every  day. 

For  other  things  too  long  we  wait. 
Our  life  is  short  and  pay  day  late. 
The  hens  lay  every  day. 

— Af[riciiltiiral  Gazette. 

How  to  Begin, 

Frecjuent  inquiries  are  received  asking  how  to  start  in 
the  poultry  business,  the  best  breed,  how  to  feed  and 
care  for  the  flock,  and  such  other  information  as  may 
be  necessary.  It  is  useless  to  say  that  such  inquirers 
are  beginners  in  the  poultry  business. 

No  one  letter,  except  it  be  a  regular  book,  can  begin 
to  explain  the  entire  poultry  business.  One  of  the  most 
important  things  in  starting  in  the  poultry  business  is  to 
begin  in  a  small  way.  There  are  more  deserted  poultry 
plants  on  account  of  trying  to  start  too  large  than  from 
pertiaps  any  other  one  cause. 

Here  are  some  good  rules  to  observe  if  you  are  starting 
an  the  poultry  business 

Get  good  stock. 

Begin  with  a  few  hens. 

Read  several  poultry  journals. 

Talk  with  experienced  poultrymen  and  visit  their 
3'ards. 

Don't  give  up  because  you  don't  do  well  the  first  year 
— Poultry  Culture. 

The  Size  of  Poultry  FIocks> 

It  is  almost  invariably  found  that  when  hens  are  kept 
in  small  flocks  they  lay  better  and  are  more  healthy 
than  when  massed  together  in  large  numbers.  It  is  not 
exactly  easy  to  say  just  why  this  should  be  so,  but  it  has 
been  proved  over  and  over  again  to  be  the  case.  Prob- 
ably it  is  more  a  question  of  purity  of  atmosphere  than 
anything  else.  Save  under  exceptional  circumstances,  25 
hens  should  not  be  exceeded  ;  if  the  house  is  a  par- 
ticularly good  one — high,  airy,  and  well-lighted — the 
flock  may  be  larger,  but,  as  a  general  rule,  the  best 
results  are  obtained  when  25  is  not  exceeded.  The  best 
system  of  housing  is  undoubtedly  on  the  colony  plan — 
small  houses  scattered  about  the  fields,  holding  not 
more  than  two  dozen  hens. — Farm  aitd  Home. 


ONLY  A  FEW  COPIES  LEFT. 


OFFICIAL  REPORT 

ON  THE 

Second  National  Poultry 
: :  Conference,  1907.  : : 

Contains  Full  Report  of  the  Proceedings, 
inclusive  of  the  entire  series  of  Papers  by 
leading  authorities  at  home  and  abroad. 
382  Pages.     9  Illustrations. 

Price,  5/-  net.        Post  Free,  5/6. 

Brown,  Dobson,  and  Co.,  Ltd., 

15,  Essex  Street,  Strand,  London. 


Completion  of  Volume  I. 

Ready  End  of  September. 

BINDING 
CASES 

FOR  THE 

ILLUSTRATED  POULTRY  RECORD. 

Price,  2/-  each,  Post  Free. 

A  Complete  and  Exhaustive  Index  will  be  sent 
free  with  each  Binding  Case. 

BROWN,  DOBSON,  and  CO.,  Ltd., 
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HOLIDAY  ARRANGEMENTS. 

The  S.E.  and  Chatham  Railway. 

Return  tickets  available  for  six  months,  also  cheap 
tickets  from  Friday,  Saturday,  or  Sunday,  to  Sunday, 
Monday,  or  Tuesday,  are  issued  from  certain  London  and 
suburban  stations  by  the  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  to  Folkestone,  Hythe,  Canterbury,  Lirchington, 
Westgate,  Margate,  Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Littlestone, 
Deal,  Sandwich,  Herne  Bay,  Dover,  Martin  Mill  (for 
St.  Margaret's  Bay),  Tunbridge  Wells,  Bexhill-on-Sea, 
Hastings,  and  St.  Leonards.  Particulars  of  day  excur- 
sions to  seaside  and  country  stations,  also  afternoon 
excursions  to  Margate,  Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Whit- 
stable,  and  Herne  Bay,  will  be  found  m  the  company's 
holiday  programme.  For  intending  visitors  across  the 
water  cheap  week-end  tickets  are  issued  from  London 
to  Paris,  available  Saturday  night  to  Monday  morning  ; 
Boulogne,  from  Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday,  or  Monday, 
up  to  7.10  p.m.  l)oat  on  Tuesday  ;  Calais,  from  Friday, 
Saturday,  Sunday,  or  Monday,  up  to  1.40  a.m.  boat  on 
Wednesday  ;  Ostend,  from  Friday,  Saturday,  or  Sunday 
(third  class  from  Saturday  only),  up  to  10.58  p.m.  boat 
on  Tuesday  ;  Flushing,  from  Friday,  Saturday,  or 
Sunday  up  to  night  boat  on  Tuesday,  &c.  Full 
particulars  will  be  forwarded  on  application  to  the 
General  Manager,  South-Eastern  and  Chatham  Rail- 
way, London  Bridge  Station,  S.E. 

CLEARANCE  SALE. 

College    Poultry  Farm,  Theak. 

In  cons3quence  of  the  closing  of  the  College  Poultry 
Farm,  Theale,  by  University  College,  Reading,  the 
entire  breeding  and  young  stock  are  for  IMMEDIATE 
SALE.  These  have  been  carefully  selected  for  practical 
purposes,  and  are  hardy,  pure  in  type,  and  prolific. 

AMERICAN  WHITE  LEGHORNS.— Of  the  famous 
Lakewood  strain.  A  fi:e  breeding-pen  for  sale,  including  imported 
stock. 

DANISH  WHITE  LEGHORNS.— Imported  pen  from 
one  of  the  best  breeding  centres  in  Denmark.  Also  14  Yearling 
Hens  and  about  50  Cockerels  and  Pullets. 

DANISH  BROWN  LEGHORNS.— P  rolific  layers  of 
large  eggs.  About  80  Cockerels  and  Pallets  bred  from  imported 
stock. 

BUFF  ORPINGTONS.— A  few  Yearlmg  Hens  and 
about  40  Cockerels  and  Pullets. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES.— Of  our  well-known  and 
long  -  established  stram.  A  few  Yearling  Hens  and  100 
Cockerels  and  Pullets. 

AYLESBURY  DUCKS.— Three  large  1908  Drakes  and 
about  80  Young  Birds.  Early  layers  and  quick  growers. 
Valuable  as  breeding  stock. 


Lists  on  Application. 

T.  &  W.  BROWN, 

College  Poultry  Farm,  Theale,  Berks. 
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LAYING,  INCUBATOR,  and 
SITTING    HEN  CHARTS 

have  been  designed  to  assist  Poultry- 
Keepers,  and  are  not  sold  to  make 
a  profit  for  the  Publishers  —  the 
price  will  tell  you  that.  The  Record 
Sheets  are  the  most  complete  ever 
offered,  and  you  cannot  afford  to  be 
without  thein.    Prices  : 

100  Laying  or  Incubator  Charts   ...  4/6 

50     „      „    2/6 

12   8d. 

100  Sitting  Hen  Charts  2/6 

50      „      ,   1/6 

12      „      „       ,   5d. 

With  every  four  dozen  Charts  we 
present,  free    of    charge,  a   file  in 
which  to  keep  them,  or  these  files 
may  be  purchased  at  6d.  each. 
Write  for  Samples. 


BROWN,    DOBSON,    &  CO., 
15,  Essex  Street,  Stranti,  W.C. 


NO 

Poultry-keeper  likes,  or  can  afford,  to  lose  Chickens,  &c.,  with 
Gapes,  Roup,  Colds,  Asthma,  and  other  disorders  of  the  Throat, 
Lungs,  and  Air  Passages,  and  they  Will  not  if 

WALTON'S  ROUP  PILLS 

are  used,  for  they  are  a  certain  cure.  Also  for  Inflammation  of 
the  Oil  Gland,  Egs;  Organs,  Canker  in  Pigeons,  &c.,  &c. 

Sold  in  Boxes,  6d.  (post  free  7d.),  Is.,  2s.  6d.,  5s.,  and  10s. 
TO 

keep  Poultry,  &c.,  always  in  a  fine,  healthy,  flourishing  condition 

is  the  desire  of  every  Poultry-keeper. 

WALTON'S  TONIC  PASTE 

effectually  does  this.  It  is  the  finest  remedy  known  for  resisting 
disease,  and  birds  suffering  from  Indigestion,  Loss  of  Appetite, 
Diarrhcea,  Crop  (relaxed  or  bound),  S:c.,  &c.,  soon  recover 
after  its  use.  FOR  PREPARING  BIRDS  FOR  SMOW  IT  IS  UNEQUALLED, 
AS  ALSO  FOR  TURKEYS  AND  PHEASANTS.  It  can  be  given  in 
driiilcing  water  or  mixed  with  food,  and  you  will  be  astonished  with 
the  results. 

Sold  in  Tins,  6d.  (post  free,  7d.),  Is.,  2s.  6d.,  5s.,  and  10s. 

To  be  obtained  from  all  Chemists  or  Corn  Dealers,  or  direct. 
GIVE  THEM  A  TRIAL  TO-DAY.      IT  WILL  PAY  YOU  ! 

^,0^...:  STEPHEN  PETTIFER  &  SONS 

(Late  JOHN  WALTON,  Croydon). 
Only  Address:    M ALMESBURY,  WILTS. 
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ENGLISH 

NEW  LAID  EGGS  1200,228.148,000 

IN  WINTER.      I  EGGS 

H   Were  imported  from 
AND     WHY    NOT  ?    I  the   continent  last 
'  '  *  H  year  unnecessarily, 

^^^^^^^^^^^^H^^^^^^M^^I  because  if  English 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^  Poultry  Breeders 
would  only  adopt  the  commonsensu  principle  of  feeding 
their  poultry  on  food  specially  prepared  by  experts  who 
have  studied  Poultry  Food  for  years,  their  poultry  would 
lay  as  well  in  winter  as  in  summer. 

Note  CHAMBERLAIN,  POLE  &  00.,  LTD., 

Special  Egg-getting  Specialities. 


RAPID 


GROWTH 

SPICE. 


POULTRY 


a  certain  egg  getter  in  winter.  It  is  the  best  tonic  on  the 
market  and  keeps  the  birds  in  splendid  condition  always. 

"RAPID  GROWTH"  Patent  Morning  Meal  is  the 
most  nourishing  and  sustaining  procurable. 
Samples  of  "Rapid  Growth"  Specialities  on  application. 
Send  to-day  for  a  supply  and  keep  the  egg  trade  in 
the  country.    Sold  in  Id.  and  3d.  bags. 

CHAMBERLAIN,  POLE  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Specialists, 

BROADMEAD,  BRISTOL.  


ASK  YOUK  DEALER 
FOR  RAPID  GROWTH 

SPECIALITIES.  :  :  :  : 


N.B  A  large  trial  bag 

of  "Rapid  Growth" 
Spice  will  be  sent 
you  for  1/-  post 
paid,  well  worth  the 
test. 


INDERWOOD 

^VISIBLE— 

TYPEWRITER 


The 
machine 
you  will 
eventually 

buy. 


The  only 
strictly 
high-grade 
^  visible 


writer. 


Every  Character  in  sight  from  date  to  signature. 


UNDERWOOD  TYPEWRITER  CO., 
120,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C. 


Over  250  :: 
Different  Sizes 
and  Styles.  :: 


Any  Shape  & 
Size  Made  To 
Order.    ::  ;; 


A  re  the  BEST  for  Use  as 
NOTE  BOOKS 
INDEX  BOOKS 
MEMORANDUM  BOOKS 


ILLUSTRATED  PRICE  LISTS 
ON   APPLICA  TION  TO 


POCKET  BOOKS 
ACCOUNT  BOOKS 
DIARIES,  fife,  &c. 

JOHN  WALKER  &  CO.,  Ltd., 

Farringdon    House,   Warwick   Lane,    LONDON,  E.C. 
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£5  5  0  £5  5  0 

FOR  A  DRAWING. 

A PRIZE  of  £5  5  0  is  offered  for  the  best  unpublished  drawing,  suitable  for 
reproduction  in  THE  ILLUSTRATED  POULTRY  RECORD,  sent  in 
before  December  31st,  1908.  The  copyright  of  the  successful  drawing  will 
become  the  property  of  THE  ILLUSTRATED  POULTRY  RECORD,  and  the 
Editor  reserves  the  right  to  publish  any  of  the  unsuccessful  drawings,  for  which  he 
will  pay,  and  which  also  will  become  his  copyright.  When  a  stamped  addressed 
wrapper  is  enclosed  the  Editor  will  endeavour  to  return  all  unsuccessful  prints,  but 
cannot  be  responsible  for  loss  or  damage.  Each  drawing  should  have  the  name  and 
address  of  the  sender  written  on  the  back,  and  parcels  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Art  Editor,  marked  Drawings.** 


£3  3  O  £3  3  0 

FOR  A  PHOTOGRAPH. 

A PRIZE  of  £3  3  0  is  offered  for  the  best  unpublished  photograph,  suitable  for 
reproduction  in  THE  ILLUSTRATED  POULTRY  RECORD,  sent  in 
before  November  30th,  1908.  The  copyright  of  the  successful  photograph  will 
become  the  property  of  THE  ILLUSTRATED  POULTRY  RECORD,  and  the 
Editor  reserves  the  right  to  publish  any  of  the  unsuccessful  photographs,  for  which  he 
will  pay,  and  which  also  will  become  his  copyright.  When  a  stamped  addressed 
wrapper  is  enclosed  the  Editor  will  endeavour  to  return  all  unsuccessful  prints,  but 
cannot  be  responsible  for  loss  or  damage.  Each  photograph  should  have  the  name  and 
address  of  the  sender  written  on  the  back,  and  parcels  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Art  Editor,  marked  Competition.** 


£1  1  O  £110 

FOR  AN  ESSAY. 

WRITTEN  BY  A  BOY   OR   GIRL   UNDER    15   YEARS   OF  AGE. 

A PRIZE  of  £1   1  0  is  offered  for  the  best  essay,  suitable  for  publication  in 
THE  ILLUSTRATED  POULTRY  RECORD,  sent  in  before  December 
31st,  1908.     The  length  of  the  essay  should   not  exceed    1,000  words  and 
may  be  upon  any  subject  connected  with  Poultry-Keeping,  either  Fancy  or  Utility. 
This  Competition  is  limited  to  those  under  15  years  of  age. 
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£110  £110 

FOR  AN  ESSAY. 


WRITTEN  BY  A  BOY   OR  GIRL   UNDER    15   YEARS   OF  AGE. 

A PRIZE  of  £1   1  0  is  offered  for  the  best  essay,  suitable  for  publication  in 
THE  ILLUSTRATED  POULTRY  RECORD,  sent  in  before  December 
31st,  1908.     The  length  of  the  essay  should   not  exceed    1,000  words  and 
may  be  upon  any  subject  connected  with  PouItryKeeping,  either  Fancy  or  Utility. 
This  Competition  is  limited  to  those  under  15  years  of  age. 


SCALE  OF  ADVERTISING  CHARGES. 


THE 

Illustrated  Poultry  Record. 

Per  insertiun- 

Whole  Page  outside  Back  Cover,  or 

facing  Title  or  Contents  pages    £10  0  0 

Whole  Page    8  0  0 

Half    4  10  0 

Quarter     „                                                     ...  -    ...  2  10  0 

Per  Inch  Wide  Column    0  15  0 

Per  Inch  Narrow  Column    0  10  0 

Per  Inch  across  Page   1  10  0 

6  Insertions  consecutive  for  price  of  5. 

12  Insertions  for  the  price  of  9. 

PUBLIC   NOTICES.   COMPANIES.  ETC. 

Narrow  Column  (average  7  words)  1/-  per  line  per  insertion. 

Societies'  Announcements.  Estates  to  Let  or  Sell.  Auction  Sales, 
Publications.  Education,  (average  7  words)  6d.  per  line. 

PREPAID   ADVERTISEMENTS    Id.  per  word. 

6  insertions  for  price  of  5. 
First  line  in  Bold  Type  willwut  extra  charge. 


OFFICIAL  REPORT 

ON  THE 

Second  National  Poultry 
::  ::  conference,  1907.  ::  :: 

Edited  by  EDWARD  BROWN,  F.L.S. 

Contains  Full  Report  of  the  proceedings,  inclusive 
of  the  entire  series  of  Papers  by  leading  Authorities 
at  home  and  abroad,  together  with  9  illustrations. 
A  valuable  compendium  of  382  pages,  handsomely 
bound  in  cloth,  5s.  net  ;  post  free,  5s.  6d. 

Of  all  Booksellers,  or  from 

THE  NATIONAL  POULTRY  ORGANISATION  SOCIETY, 

LIMlTiin, 

12,  HANOVER  SQUARE,  LONDON,  W. 
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January,  1909. 


One  consignment  of  Fowls  exported  to  South  America  in  November,  1908,  by 

T.  &  W.  BROWN,  College  Poultry  Farm,  THEALE,  READING,  ENG. 

Our  displayed  advertisement  of  DAY-OLD  CHICKS,  including  WHITE  WyANDOTTES,  BUFF  ORPINGTONS, 

WHITE  and  Brown  Danish  Leghorns,  and  White  American  Leghorns,  will  appear  next  month. 
 —  Write  for  Price  Lists  at  once.  


Report  on  the  Poultry   Industry  in  America. 

By  EDWARD  BROWX,  F.L.S.       Third  Impression,  Is.  net  ;  post  free,  Is.  3d. 

Report   on   the    Poultry    Industry   in   Denmark   and  Sweden. 

By  EDWARD  BROWN,  F.L.S.       Is.  net  ;  post  free,  Is.  3ll. 
The  above  reports,  the  results  of  personal  enquiries  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  National  Poultry  Organisation  Society,  in  1936  and  1937  respectively- 
contain  a  large  amount  of  valuable  information  to  Poultry  Keepers,  in  whose  interests  the  tours  were  undertaken.    They  are  fully  illustrated,  in  some  cases 
with  photographs  taken  by  the  Author. 

OF    ALL    BOOKSELLERS,  OK 
THE   NATIONAL   POULTRY   ORGANISATION   SOCIETY,    LTD.,    12,    HANOVER   SQUARE,   LONDON,  W. 


R.  TOWNSEND  <S  Co.  Ltd., 

POULTRY   FEED  SPECIALISTS. 

STRATFORD   MILLS,   STROUD.  GLOUCESTERSHIRE, 

Importers  and  Sole  Agents  in  Great  Britain  for  the  Chicago  Meat  Poultry  Specialities. 


CHICAGO  MEAT  CHICK  FEED. 

The  bodies  of  your  Chicks  have  to  be  built,  and  according  to  your  choice  of  their  food  at  the  start  of  life,  so  you  plan  your  success  or  failure  in 
Poultry  Rearing.  The  American  Poultry  Farmer  is  noted  the  world  over  for  the  early  date  at  which  he  brings  his  birds  to  maturity,  eiiher  for  laying  or 
table  purposes.  The  secret  of  his  success  lies  in  the  use  of  a  diet  containing  not  less  than  20  per  cent.  Granulated  meat  obtained  from  their  immense 
Meat  Factories.  In  tha  Spring,  1 907,  this  meat  diet  was,  for  the  first  time,  put  on  the  English  market,  and  the  reports  received  from  all  parts  of  Great 
Britain  leave  no  doubt  that  this  food  wil!  supersede  all  others. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  LETTERS  OUT  OF  HUNDREDS  RECEIVED. 


IMr.  Ch.arles  H.  Bullows,  i-"pread  Eagle  Yard,  Spicdal  Street, 
Birmint^ham  : — Excellent.  It  brought  my  Chicken  on  to  lay  eighteen 
weeks  from  shell. 

Rev.  A.  N.  Cope,  Dormington  Vicarage,  Hereford  : — We  found  it 
especially  successful  in  the  case  of  Turkey  Chicks. 


Mr.  T.  LiMBRicK,  Hazleton  Farm,  Rodinarton  :— For  rearing  young 
Turkeys  it  is  splendid.  I  have  40,  six  months  old,  averaging  20  lb.  each, 
and  one  of  them  took  2nd  prize  at  Tetbury,  weighing  22  lbs.  I  attribute 
this  entirely  lo  Chicago  Meat  "  Chick  Feed." 


PillCE  16/-   PER  CWT.    Carriage  Paid  on  not  less  than  owt.  lots. 

In  the  event  of  the  consumer  not  being  satisfied  we  pay  carriage  both  ways,  and  return  cash.  Samples  sent  free  of  charge.  Write  for  further 
particulars  to Sols  Importers  R.   TOWNSEND  &  CO.,   LTD.,   STROUD,  GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 
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February,  1909. 


T.&W.  BROWN, 


COLLEGE  POULTRY 
:   :    :    FARM.   :    :  ; 


THEALE,  : 
READING, 
ENGLAND. 


8§  S     Eg  8§ 


DAY- OLD  CHICKS. 
— — — — — — — ^  


pc3  pa 


pea  pc3 


pa  pen 
cat]  nti 
1:31=1  c^ca 


Breed. 

Feb. 

March. 

April. 

May. 

Breed. 

Feb. 

March. 

April. 

May. 

White  Wyandottes  and 

Brown  &  White  Leghorns. 

16/6 

13/6 

10/6 

BufF  Orpingtons. 

10/6 

Heavy  Laying  Danish 

21/. 

1st  Pen  

21/. 

16/6 

13/6 

Aylesbury  Ducks. 

2nd  Pen 

15/. 

12/6 

10/6 

8/6 

One  Week  Old 

30/- 

25/. 

20/. 

15/. 

TERMS— Cash  with  order.   Live  Delivery  Guaranteed.    On  orders  of  3-dozen,  deduct  5% ;  S-dozen,  7k  X  ;  8-dozen,  WL.   Prices  per  dozen,  including  packing. 


Chicago  Meat  Chick  Feed. 


The  bodies  of  your  Chicks  have  to  be  built, 
I  and  according  to  your  choice  of  their  food 
at  the  start  of  life,  so  you  plan  your  success 
or  failure  in  Poultry  Rearing.  The  American 
Poultry  Farmer  is  noted  the  world  over  for  the  early 
date  at  which  he  brings  his  birds  to  maturity,  either 
for  laying  or  table  purposes.  The  secret  of  his 
success  lies  in  the  use  of  a  diet  containing  not  less 
than  20  per  cent.  Granulated  meat  obtained  from 
their  immense  Meat  Factories.  In  the  Spring,  1907, 
this  meat  diet  was,  for  the  first  time,  put  on  the 
English  market,  and  the  reports  received  from  all 
parts  of  Great  Britain  leave  no  doubt  that  this 
food  will  supersede  all  others. 


Price 


16/- 


Per  Cwt. 


Carriage  Paid  on  not  less  than  cwt.  lots. 


I 
I 


Extracts  from  Letters  out  of  Hundreds  Received 


^  Mr.  Charles  H.  Bullows,  Spread  Eagle  Yard, 
Spiccal     Street,   Birmingham  : — Excellent.  It 
brought  my  Chicken  on  to  lay  eighteen  weeks  from 
shell. 

^  Rev.    A.    N.    Cope,    Dormington  Vicarage, 
Hereford  : — We  found  it  especially  successful 
in  the  case  of  Turkey  Chicks. 

^  Mr.  T.  LiMBRiCK,  Hazleton  Farm,  Rodmarton  : — 
For  rearing  young  Turkeys  it  is  splendid.  I 
have  40,  six  months  old,  averaging  20  lb.  each,  and 
one  of  them  took  2nd  prize  at  Tetbury,  weighing  22 
lbs.  I  attribute  this  entirely  to  "  Chicago  Meat "  Chick 
Feed. 

^  Mr.  W.  CoLWELL,  The  Elms,  Hucclecote, 
writes  : — I  used  your  "  Chicago  Meat "  Chick 
Feed  last  season  with  excellent  results.  The  July 
Chicken  fed  on  it  from  the  first  quickly  overtook 
the  April  hatched  fed  on  other  food  and  the  Cockerels 
made  fine  weighty  table  birds,  while  the  Pullets 
came  to  lay  at  a  very  early  age. 


IN  THE  EVENT  OF  THE  CONSUMER  NOT  BEING  SATISFIED  WE  PAY  CARRIAGE  BOTH  WAYS,  AND  RETURN  CASH. 
 Samples  sent  free  of  charge.     Writi  for  further  particulars  to  ;  . 


Sole 

Importers- 


R.  TOWNSEND  &  CO.,  LTD.,  Stroud,  GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 
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March,  1909. 


T.&  W.BROWN, 


COLLEGE  POULTRY 
:   :   :    FARM.    :  : 


THEALE,  : 
READING, 
ENGLAND. 


8§  8e 


8§  8i 

S3  D§ 


DAY-OLD  CHICKS. 


1=31=1  C3tn 


pc3  pen 


Breed. 
White  Wyandottes  and 
BufF  Orpingtons. 

1st  Pen  

2nd  Pen 
TERMS— Cash  with  order. 


Feb. 


Mareh. 


21'-  16/6 
15/.  12/6 

Live  Delivery  Guaranteed. 


April. 


13/6 
10/6 


Mav. 


10/6 

8/6 


lirccd.  Feb.  March. 

Brown  &  White  Leghorns. 

Heavy  Laying  Danish  21'-  16/6 
Aylesbury  Ducks. 

One  Week  Old      -     30/-  23/- 


April. 

13/6 
20/. 


May 
10/5 
15/- 


On  orders  of  3-dozen,  deduct  5%  ;  S-dozen,  7H  7.  ;  S-dozen,  107,.    Prices  ter  dozen,  including  packing. 


ART.  C.  GILBERT 

The  CHAMPION  BREEDER 
.  of  aU  VARIETIES  of  . 

O  r  p  i  n  g  toji  s , 

FOWLS    and  DUCKS. 


Wvanuottp:s,  Rocks,  Leghorns, 
and  all  other  useful  varieties  kept. 

Birds  and  Eggs  for  Sale  all  the 
year  round,  for   Exhibition  and 
Breeding. 

If  you  want  absolute  quality  and 
full  value  for  money,  come  to  me  ; 
vou  will  then  get  what  you  want, 
_         THE  BEST.  


PALACE,  PARIS,  AND  CLUB  SHOW,  WINNING  BLACK  ORPINGTONS. 


EXPORT ATtONS  to  all  PARTS  of  tha  WORLD 
at  s!iort8st  notice. 

Vacancy   for    a  Pupil. 

Fees  moderate. 

SWANLEY  Poultry  Farm, 

 WILMINGTON,  KENT.  

station— Swaaley,  S.E.  &  C.  Railway. 
London  Stations— Mctoria,  St.  Paul's,  and  flolborn. 
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April,  1909. 


T.  &  W.  BROWN, 


COLLEGE  POULTRY 
.    .    .    FARM.   .    .  . 


THEALE, 

READING, 

ENGLAND. 


SPECIAL   NOTE.  Having  booked  a  few  dozen  Danish  and  American  Leghorn 

'  Day'Old  Chickens,  for  delivery  during  April  and  May,  we 

regret  to  say  the  supply  is  exhausted. 


n^V-flTn  April.  May. 

White  Wyandottes  and  Buff  Orpingtons. 

First  Pen   13  6  ...       10  6 

Second  Pen  10  6  ...  8/6 

TERMS— Cash  with  order.    Live  Delivery  Guaranteed.   On  orders  of  3-dozen,  deduct  5%  ;  5-dozen,  T'/zX  ;  8-dozen,  10%.   Prices  per  dozen,  including  packing. 


CHICKS. 


Breed 
Aylesbury  Ducks. 
One-Week  Old 


April. 
20  =1 


May. 
15/= 


ART.  G.  GILBERT 


The  CHAMPION  BREEDER 
of  all  VARIETIES  of  . 


inlliiiiPiilir'. 


Orpingtons, 

FOWLS   and  DUCKS. 


Wyandottes,  Rocks,  Lfx,horxs, 
and  all  other  useful  varieties  kept. 

Birds  and  Eggs  for  Sale  all  the 
3'ear  round,  for   Exhibition  and 
Breeding. 

If  you  want  absolute  quality  and 
full  value  for  money,  come  to  me  ; 
you  will  then  get  what  you  want, 

  THE  BEST.   

EXPORTATIONS  to  all  PARTS  of  the  WORLD 
at  shortest  notice. 

Vacancy    for    a  Pupil. 

Fees  moderate. 


SwANLEY  Poultry  Farm. 

 WILMINGTON,  KENT.  


I'A'  .\C  i:.  PARIS,  AND  CLUB  SHOW,  WINNING  BLACK 'ORPING  TONS. 


station— Swanley,  S.  K.  &  C.  Railway. 
Lonilon  Stations— Victoria,  St.  Paul's,  and  Holborn. 
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May,  1909. 


T.  &  W.  BROWN, 


COLLEGE  POULTRY 
.    .        FARM.  . 


THEALE, 

READING, 

ENGLAND. 


DAY-OLD  CHICKS. 


Breed. 

White  Wyandottes  and  Buff  Orpingtons. 
First  Pen  -  -  Per  dozen  . . 
Second  Pen  ,,     „  ■■ 

Aylesbury  Ducks. 

One-Week  Old  


10/6 
8/6 

15/. 


TERMS.- Cash  with  order. 
Live  Delivery  Guaranteed.     On  orders  of  3-dozen,  deduct  5%  ; 
5-dozen,  7'  2%  ;  8-dozen,  10%.   Prices  per  dozen,  including  packing. 


■■■■yc 


ART.  G.  GILBERT 

The  CHAMPION  BREEDER 
.     of  all  VARIETIES  of  . 

Orpingtons, 

FOWLS   and  DUCKS. 


Wyandottes,  Rocks,  Leghorxs, 
and  all  other  useful  varieties  kept. 

Birds  and  Eggs  for  Sale  all  the 
year  round,  for   Exhibition  and 
Breeding. 

If  you  want  absolute  quality  and 
full  value  for  money,  come  to  me  ; 
3'ou  will  then  get  what  you  want, 

  THE  BEST.   

EXPORT AT90NS  to  all  PARTS  of  the  WORLD 
at  shortest  notice. 

Vacancy   for    a  Pupil. 

Fees  moderate. 

SwANLEY  Poultry  Farm, 

 WILMINGTON,  KENT.  


PALACE.  PARIS,  AND  CLUB  SHOW,  WINNING  BLACK  ORPINGTONS. 


station— Swanley,  S.K.  &  C.  Railway. 
Lonilon  Stations— Victoria  St.  Paul's,  and  Holborn. 
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June,  1909. 


»; 


T.  &  W.  BROWN, 


COLLEGE  POULTRY 
.    .    .    FARM        .  . 


THEALE, 
BERKS. 


The  attention  of  Practical  Poultry- Breeders  is  called  to  the 
opportunity  of  securing 

UTILITY  POULTRY  OF  HIGH  QUALITY. 

owing  to  the  College  Poultry    Farm,  Theale,  being   closed  by 
University  College,  Reading,  in  September  next. 

Nearly  1,000  Birds,  young  and  old,  will  be 
offered   for  Sale  of  the   following  breeds, 
suitable  for  stocK  purposes  : 


American  White  Leghorns,  of  the  famous 

Lakewood  strain. 

Danish  White  Leghorns,  prolific  egg  layers. 
Danish  Brown  Leghorns,  wonderful  layers  of  large  eggs. 
White   Wyandottes,  Brown  strain. 
Buff  Orpingtons.   White  Orpingtons.   Rhode  Island  Reds. 

Aylesbury   Ducks,  quick    growers    and  hardy. 
Young  Stock  will  be  ready  for  delivery  in  September. 


Further  particulars  on  application. 


PALACE.  PARIS.  AND  CLUB  SHOW.  WINNING  BLACK  ORPINGTONS. 


ART.  C.  GILBERT 

The  CHAMPION  BREEDER 
.      of  all  VA  RIE  TIES  of  . 

Orpingtons, 

FOWLS   and  DUCKS. 


Wyandottes,  Rocks,  Leghorns, 
and  all  other  useful  varieties  kept. 

Birds  and  EgCiS  for  Sale  all  the 
year  round,  for   Exhibition  and 
Breeding. 

If  you  want  absolute  quality  and 
full  value  for  money,  come  to  me  ; 
you  will  then  get  what  you  want, 

  THE  BEST.  

EXPORTATIONS  to  all  PARTS  of  the  WORLD 
at  shortest  notice. 

Vacancy    for    a  Pupil. 

Fees  moderate. 


SwANLEY  Poultry  Farm. 

 WILMINGTON,  KENT.  


station— Swanley,  S. E.  &  C.  Railway. 
Loailon  Stations  — Victoria,  St.  Paul's,  and  Holborn. 
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July,  1909. 


The  attention  of  Practical  Poultry- Breeders  is  called  to  the 
opportunity  of  securing 

UTILITY  POULTRY  OF  HIGH  QUALITY. 

owing  to  the  College  Poultry   Farm,  Theale,  being   closed  by 
University  College,  Reading,  in  September  next. 

Nearly  1,000  Birds,  young  and  old,  will  be 
offered   for  Sale  of  the   following  breeds, 
suitable  for  stocR  purposes  : 

American  White  Leghorns,  of  the  famous 

Lakewood  strain. 

Danish  White  Leghorns,  prolific  egg  layers. 

Danish  Brown  Leghorns,  wonderful  layers  of  large  eggs. 
White   Wyandottes,  Brown  strain. 
Buff  Orpingtons.   White  Orpingtons.   Rhode  Island  Reds. 

Aylesbury   Ducks,  quick    growers   and  hardy. 
Young  StocK  will  be  ready  for  delivery  in  September. 


T.  &  W.  BROWN, 


COLLEGE  POULTRY 
.    .    .    FARM        .  . 


THEALE, 
BERKS. 


Further  particulars  on  application. 


ART.  C.  GILBERT 

The  CHAMPION  BREEDER 
.     of  all  VARIETIES  of  . 

Orpingtons, 

FOWLS   and  DUCKS. 


Wyandottes,  Rocks,  Leghorns, 
and  ajl  other  useful  varieties  kept. 

Bird's  and  Eggs  for  Sale  all  the 
year  round,  for   Exhibition  and 


Breeding. 


/If  you  want  absolute  quality  and 
full  value  for  money,  come  to  me  ; 
you  will  then  get  what  you  want, 

  THE  BEST.   


EXPORTATSONS  to  all  PARTS  of  the  WORLD 
at  shortest  notice. 

Vacancy   for    a  Pupil. 

Fees  moderate. 

SwANLEY  Poultry  Farm. 

 WILMINGTON.  KENT.  


PALACE,  PARIS,  AND  CLUB  SHOW,  WINNING  BLACK  ORPINGTONS. 


Station— Swanley,  S.  E.  &  C.  Railway. 
London  Stations— Victoria,  St.  Paul's   and  Holborn. 


THE  ILLUSTRATED 


AUG  25  1909 
3.  Bepartmrrt  tf  Agrlcofttin 


POULTRY  RECORD 


NUMBER  1 1 


AUGUST,  1909. 


VOLUME  1 


MONTHLY 


6"- 


NET 


LONDON- 

PUBLISHED  BY^BROWN-DOBSON  ^  COMPANY-LEP^ 
AT  15 -ESSEX  STREET  MN  THE  STRAND -W-C- 


ENTERED  AT  ^TCTIONER'S  HALLi 


11. 


THE   ILLUSTRATED   POULTRY  RECORD. 


August,  1909. 


WHITE  ORPINGTONS. 

WINNERS  of  1st  and  5pls.,  2nd  best  in  show,  Orpington  (one  of  my  Black  Orps.  winning  best  in  show),  1st  and  Spl.  Tring, 
2  firsts  and  Cup  best  hen  in  show  Eynsford,  3  firsts,  Silver  Medal  and  Diploma  PARIS,  1st  Cups  and  Spls.  best  in  show  Gillingham, 
1st  and  Cup  p.c.  DEAL,  1st  Redhill,  1st  Spl.  Canterbury,  1st  Theydon  Bois,  1st  and  Silver  Medal,  best  hen  in  show  Royal 

(Gloucester),  1st  and  Spl.  Wirral  and  Birkenhead. 

Bred  and  Owned  by  A  R  T.      C.  GILBERT, 

THE  WORLD^S  CHAMPION  BREEDER  OF  ALL  VARIETIES  OF 

ORPINGTON  FOWLS  AND  DUCKS. 

Also  BREEDER  of  WYANDOT  TES,  ROCKS,  LEGHORNS,  LANGSHANS,  MINORC AS,  INDIAN  GAME,&c. 

NOTE.— The  Birds  Pictured  Above  are  a  Fair  Sample  of  my  Stock  (and  are  ALIVE,  not 
DEAD  and  GONE). 

UTILITY,  SHOW,  AND  BREEDING  STOCK  Supplied  from  7/6  up.    EGGS  for  HATCHING,  5/-  and  8/-  a  doz. 

BIRDS  EXPORTED  TO  ALL  PARTS  OF  THE  WORLD. 

INSPECTION  INVITED.   VACANCY  FOR  A  PUPIL. 


sitcirSs  SWANLEY  POULTRY  FARM,  ^i^iB^-"'^ 

from  the  Farm.  WILMINGTON,   KENT.  GiIbTI^!" BKl&fiiE. 
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WHITE  ORPINGTONS. 

WINNERS  of  1st  and  5pls.,  2nd  best  in  show,  Orpington  (one  of  my  Black  Orps.  winning  best  in  show),  1st  and  Spl.  Tring, 
2  firsts  and  Cup  best  hen  in  show  Eynsford,  3  firsts,  Silver  Medal  and  Diploma  PARIS,  1st  Cups  and  Spls.  best  in  show  Gillingham, 
1st  and  Cup  p.c.  DEAL,  1st  Redhill,  1st  Spl.  Canterbury,  1st  Theydon  Bois,  1st  and  Silver  Medal,  best  hen  in  show  Royal 

(Gloucester),  1st  and  Spl.  Wirral  and  Birkenhead. 

Bred  and  Owned  by  A  R  T.      C.  GILBERT, 

THE  WORLD'S  CHAMPION  BREEDER  OF  ALL  VARIETIES  OF 

ORPINGTON  FOWLS  AND  DUCKS. 

Also  BREEDER  of  WYANDOT TES,  ROCKS,  LEGHORNS,  LANGSHANS,  MINORC AS,  INDIAN  GAME,&c. 

NOTE.-The  Birds  Pictured  Above  are  a  Fair  Sample  of  my  Stock  (and  are  ALIVE,  not 
DEAD  and  GONE). 

UTILITY,  SHOW,  AND  BREEDING  STOCK  Supplied  from  7/6  up.    EGGS  for  HATCHING,  5/-  and  8/-  a  doz. 

BIRDS  EXPORTED  TO  ALL  PARTS  OF  THE  WORLD. 

INSPECTION  INVITED.   VACANCY  FOR  A  PUPIL. 


SWANLEY  POULTRY  FARM, 


London  Stations  :  Victoria, 
Holborn,  and  St.  Paul's.  17>^ 


Station,  SWANLEY, 

S.E.  &  C.  Rly.     I  ^  miles     \J  TV  A^Ay  J,        JH  ^/UAyMjl\A        A  £ml\lwM|      miles  from  the  farm. 

from  the  Farm.  WILMINGTON    KENT  j£'5,gr'lP'',?!l4.??M? 


GILBERT,  H  EXT  ABLE. 
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OWEN  FARMS 

Orpingtons 

White  Rocks  ^^^^y* 
Buff  Rocks  Olfcr  something  NOVEL  in  their  Mention 

White  Wyandottes  ^^'^  ^^P^^- 

MATING    LIST    FOR  1909. 

Address  :  Owen  Farms,  Vineyard  Haven,  Mass. 


WDffl^U  ADTICimW      Buff  Orpington  Poultry  Farm, 
•    ll.l.\^Mlrm.lmiri3Vl^,         NORTHLANDS,  HORSHAM, 

Offers  his  Champion  Challenge  Cup  Buff  and  White  Orpington  eggs,  ^yrite  for  list  with  photos  of  the  pens  and  prices.  A  few  useful  stock  birds  still  for 
sale.  Inspection  hy  appointment.  Vacancy  for  a  pupil.  Last  year's  wins  include  Special,  1st,  four  2nds,  3rd  Chichester  (County  Show) ;  Special,  two  Ists, 
3rd  Tunbridge  Wells  ;  two  Challenge  Cups  best  Cockerel  in  show  and  best  bird  in  County,  three  Specials,  1st,  2nd,  two  3rds,  4th  Hay  wards  Heath  ; 
Champion  Challenge  Cup  (won  outright),  two  Ists,  2nd,  three  3rds,  and  4th  Dairy  ;  two  Specials,  three  Ists  Eastbourne  ;  1st,  2nd,  3rd  Kendal ;  1st  and 
Challenge  Cup  (Buff  Cocks),  1st  Challenge  Cup,  International  Trophy  (for  best  Buff),  Medal  and  Special  (Buff  Cockerels),  2nd  (White  Cockerels,  at  the 
Club  Shows,  Crystal  Palace;  1st  and  two  Cups  Buff  Cockerels,  3rd  Buff  Cocks,  1st  and  2nd  White  Cockerels,  Birmingham. 

N.B. — All  winners   and   birds   offered  for   sale  were   bred  at  Northlands. 


PAYNE'S  POULTRY  HOUSES 

are  absolutely  the  finest  procurable,  built  of  jiu. 
red  wood  only. 

The  "Elstree"  House. 


No.  1,  6ffc.  long.  4ft.  wide,  £2  16s.   No.  2,  7ft. 
6in.  long.  5ft.  wide,  £3  13s.  No.  3,  9ft.  long,  6ft. 
wide,   £4  lis.   Fitted  with  movable  axle  and 
wheels.    Carriage  paid  to  your  station. 

Apex  House  and  Run. 


16ft.  long,  6ft.  wide,  5ft.  3in.  high,  £2  6s.  6d. 
Carriaije  paid  to  your  station.   Illustrated  cata- 
logue free  of  all  m  v  Brooders,  Houses,  &c. 
Only    address,    BERTRAM  PAYNE, 
Appliance  Works  (Dept.  G),  ST.  ALBANS. 


NETTLETON'S  LIGHT  BRAHMAS 

HAVE  BEEN  LINE  BRED  FOR 
YEARS  FOR  BUSINESS.   .  . 


N-OJVE  BETTER 
TO  BE  FOUND. 


COLUMBIAN  WYANDOTTES.     Strictly  line  bred. 

If  you  want  strictly  high-class  birds  write 

C.  p.  NETTLETON,  SHELTON,  CONN.,  U.S.A. 


QUALITY  HILL  POULTRY  YARDS,  I 

WHERE  I 

BENNETT'S   FAMOUS    S.C.    RHODE    ISLAND  REDS  j 

AND  I 

BARRED   PLYMOUTH    ROCKS  > 

ARE  RAISED. 

F.  A.  Bennett,  S.  C.  Rhode  Island  Reds, 
Wm.  Z.  Bennett,  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks. 
Consolidated  December  I,  1908. 
Write  for  Prices  and  Record  of  Stock. 
VARDS  NEAR  VAN  WINKLE  LAKE,  CANTON,  ILL..  U.S.A 


J.  W.  p.  CUSSONS,  Model  Poultry  Farm, 

Thornton  Dale,  Pickering,  Yorks, 

Supplies  both  the  Fancier  and  the  Utilitarian  with  Eggs,  Day-old 
Chickens,  and  Stock  Birds,  Buff  Orpingtons,  Black 
Orpingtons,  Plymoutli  Rocks  (Barred),White  Leghorns. 
Silver  Laced  Wyandottes.  Sittings  of  Eggs  from  3s.  6d.  to 
£1  per  doz.,  unfertile  replaced.  Chickens  from  8s.  to  40s.  per  doz. ,  live 
delivery  guaranteed.  Farm  open  for  inspection,  appointment  made  by 
letter.    Correspondence  invited.    Birds  e.vported  to  all  parts. 


THE  ST.  LEONARD'S 

BLACK  and  WHITE  ORPINGTONS 

"Winners  last  Season  of  the  Black  Orpington  ZO-Guinea  Challenge  Cup 
(third  year  in  succession);  White  Orpington  Club's  Cockerel  Cup;  The 
Dairy  Show  Gold  Medal ;  The  Poultry  Club  SO-Guinea  Challenge  Trophy  ; 
and  numerous  other  awards.  The  above  being  all  won  with  Birds  bred 
and  reared  on  this  farm. 
State  requirements,  and  I  will  give  quotations  per  return— 

W.  M.  BELL,  St.  Leonard's   Poultry  Farm,  RINGWOOD,  HANTS. 


A  large  stock   of  VERY 
PROMISING     1908  BIRDS 
now    for     disposal,  for 
stock  or  exhibition. 
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RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 
R    R 

H        FOR   BUSINESS.  H 

o    o 

jjH^     All  my  Birds  are   Scientifically  Selected  for  Large  Size,  Prolific 

Laying,  Good  Table  Qualities,  and  Extreme  Hardihood.  __ 

E    E 

As  an  AIl=round  Fowl  They  Have  No  Equal. 


^      Also  Light  Brahmas,  White  and  Barred  Rocks,  White  ^ 

1^                        Wyandottes,  and  Leghorns.  |^ 

ay  ^                 All  hardy,  prolific,  farm-bred  stock.  ^  ^ 

A                               PRICES.  A 

Cocks     from  12/-  upwards.         Hens    from  6/-  upwards. 

Cockerels  ,,       6/-        ,,               Pullets           8/-        ,,  — ^ 
Breeding- Pens  from  £2  upwards. 


R  WALTER   SHERMAN,  R 

pi  NEWPORT,  R.L,  U.S.A. 

D  FOR   BEAUTY.  D 

s    s 


RHODE    ISLAND  REDS 
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SCOTLAND. 
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Canada  .    -    -    -    W.  j.  Browx. 
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J.  B.  ]\Ierrett. 

M.  Loch  HEAD. 

Major  Xortox,  D.S.O. 


Foreign  Countries. 


Argentine  Rcpnhlic    Xormax  Cook. 

f  L.  Vaxder-Sxickt.  of 
\     •'  Chasse  et  Peche." 

-  -    Chas.  Causer. 

-  -    Mrs.  S.  B.  Moore. 

-  -    W.  A.  KocK. 

-  -    Louis  Jacot. 

-  -     P.  SWEERS. 

-  -    R.  Hquwixk,  Jux. 


Relginni 

Brazil 

China 

Den  ni  aril 

France 

Gcrnianv 

Holland 


Hnngarv-  - 
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Spain      -  - 

Sicedcn  -  - 
United  States 


Prof.  Krolopp. 
f  Miss  Guedda. 
I  Miss  Friede. 

Dox  Salvador 

Castello. 

s.  luxdberg. 

(  Prof.  J.  E.  Rice. 
I  Geo.  W.  Miller. 
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ROSE  COMB&SINGLE  COMB  REDS 


Comment  from  one  of  America's 
leading  Judges  : 

I  visited  the  De  Graff  Poultry  Farm,  where  I  inspected 
many  hundred  fine  Reds,  which  were  a  surprise  to  me  for 
the  high  average  quality  of  both  breeds.  I  found  his  1909 
breedmg-pens  comprised  an  extra  fine  lot  of  yearling  hens, 
and  large  fully  developed  pullets,  and  as  mated  they 
would  be  hard  to  duplicate  for  good  results  in  breeding. 
I  saw  at  least  25  Red  males  that  would  average  better 
than  any  string  of  males  I  have  ever  seen  in  any  show- 
room and  should  make  the  best  of  breeders,  as  they  are 
the  same  even  shade  of  rich  red  all  over  that  we  are 
looking  for. 

JUDGE  A.  C.  CHAPIN. 

Springfield,  Mass. 


SEND  FOR 

DeGRAFFS 

BOOK  ON  REDS 

FINESt  POUITRY 

IVER  PUBLISHED 


STOCK  &  EGGS  FOR  SALE. 


of  America's 


Comment  of  one 
leading  Editors  : 

I  am  satisfied.  I  can  truthfully  say  that  I  saw  more 
good  Rhode  Island  Reds  in  one  bunch  than  I  ever  saw  in 
my  life,  and  the  fact  of  such  a  large  number  of  birds  to  see 
them  all  so  uniform  in  colour  and  so  healthy  makes  me  say 
that  my  visit  to  your  plant  was  the  most  interesting  that  I 
ever  enjoyed  in  my  life  in  this  business.  Certainly  too 
much  cannot  be  said  of  the  number  of  birds  you  have,  and 
the  quality  of  them,  and  what  is  more  the  health  which 
every  bird  appeared  to  be  in.  You  are  certainly  deserving 
of  all  that  is  coming  to  you. 

Yours  very  truly, 

F.  W.  DeLANCEY, 
Sellersville,  Pa.  Editor  of  Poultry  Item. 


DE    GRAFF    POULTRY    FARM,   Amsterdam,  N.Y. 

Leading  Red  Specialist  of  America.    (Read  Will  Brown's  Visit  on  pages  703=706  in  August  issue.) 

COLUMBIAN 
WYANDOTTES. 

Our  birds  have  been  leading  winners 
for  years  at  America's  greatest  Shows, 
including  Jamestown  Exposition  ;  Madison 
Square  Garden,  New  York  ;  Chicago,  III.; 
Hagerstown,  Md.  ;  Syracuse,  N.Y., 
&c.,  &c. 

We  are  in  a  position  to  export 
specimens  of  sterling  quality,  either  for 
exhibition  or  breeding. 

Complete  winnings  and  description  of 
our  birds  and  plant  in  catalogue,  sent  on 
request. 

We  advise  booking  orders  for  Show 
Birds  immediately. 

Box  E,  SUNNYBROOH  FARM, 

WEST    ORANGE,    NEW    JERSEY,  U.S.A. 
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Under  the  distinguished  Patronage  of  Royalty. 

FLOCK  TO  THE  DAIRY  SHOW, 


October  5th,  6th,  7th,  8th, 

IN  YOUR  THOUSANDS 

Make  straight  for  my  Stand  (you  know  where  it  is,  the  usual  place),  and  SEE 

MY  NEW 
PATENT 


INCUBATOR 


Controlled 
Ventila- 
tion. 


Regulated 
Moisture. 


Large 
Chicken 
Nursery. 


Upper 

Drying 
Box. 


Inter- 
changeable 
Egg 
Drawer. 


Removable 
Diaphragm. 


which  has  already  won  Highest  possible  Award  Pretoria,  1909;  Geneva,  1909;  Birkenhead* 
1909;  Denbighshire  County  5how,  1909;  etc.    It  is 

THE  VERY  LATEST. 

AH  the  Judges  declare  it  to  be 

THE  GREATEST  TRIUMPH  OF  THE  AGE.     THE  ACME  OF  PERFECTION. 
YOU    MUST    NOT    MISS    THIS  OPPORTUNITY. 

Patentee  and  Sole  Manufacturer —  Catalogues  Post  Free. 

A.  E.  W.  PHIPPS,  Midland  Works  (No.  3),  Harborne,  Birmingham. 


Telegrams  :  Incubator,  Harborne 


Telephone  :  268  Edsbaston. 
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Poultry  Foods. 


COCKO'THEWALK"POULTRYMEAL 

Containing-  MEAT  and  other  COOKED  FOOD,  invaluable 
for  liens  at  this  season  of  the  year. 
14/-  per  cwt. 

'LAGTUM '  CHICKEN  MEAL 

Containing  10%  of  DRIED  MILK,  will  do  wonders  with 
late-hatched  chickens. 
16/6  per  cwt. 

Send  for  our  Price  List  of  all  foods^  which  is  free,  containing  unsolicited  testimonials  from  users  in 
all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  proving  the  excellence  and  good  value  of  our  products.  All  prices 
carriage  paid,  and  prompt  delivery  guaranteed. 

BUY  DIRECT  FROM   THE  MANUFACTURERS. 

A.   THORPE  and  SONS, 

SUSSEX   GROUND   OAT   MILLS,   RYE,  SUSSEX. 
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William  Cook  and  Soas, 

ORIGINATORS  OF  ALL  THE  ORPINGTONS, 

AND  THE  LARGEST  GENUINE  BREEDERS  AND  EXPORTERS  OF  ALL  CLASSES  AND  BREEDS 
OF  POULTRY  TO  EVERY  QUARTER  OF  THE  GLOBE, 


ARE  NOW  OFFERING 
FOR  SALE 

Reliable 
Stock  Birds 

(1908  and  1909 
Hatched) 

At  the 

LOWEST  PRICES 

It  is  possible  to 
Purchase  Profit^ 
Earning  Strains  of 
Fowls, 


WHITE  ORPINGTONS.— The  Best  Layers  and  Table  Birds  In  Existence. 


William  Cook  &  Sons — who  are  not  only  the  Ori.iiuiators  of  the  world-famed  Orpington  fowl  in  its 
many  varieties  but  the  largest  breeders  of  utility  poultry  in  the  world — were  the  first  to  make  a  study  of  egg- 
production,  and  their  laying  strains  of  all  the  breeds  they  keep  have  become  recognised  as  the  most  satisfactory 
it  is  possible  to  get.  They  breed  and  supply  good  birds  in  all  the  following  varieties  at  prices  which  are 
within  the  reacli  of  everyone  : 


WHITE  ORPINGTONS 
BLACK  ORPINGTOMS 
BUFF  ORPINGTONS 
JUBILEE  ORPINGTONS 
SPANGLED  ORPINGTONS 
CUCKOO  ORPINGTONS 
WHITE  WYANDOTTES 
SILVER  WYANDOTTES 
PARTRIDGE  WYANDOTTES 
LANGSHANS 


AYLESBURY  DUCKS 

PEKIN  DUCKS 

BUFF  ORPINGTON  DUCKS 

EMBDEN  GEESE 

BLACK  LEGHORNS 

WHITE  LEGHORNS 

BROWN  LEGHORNS 

HOUDANS 

INDIAN  GAME 

DARK  DORKINGS 


SILVER-GREY  DORKINGS 
BLACK  MINORCAS 
BLUE  ANDALUSIANS 
PLYMOUTH  ROCKS 
ROUEN  DUCKS 
INDIAN  RUNNER  DUCKS 
AMERICAN  MAMMOTH 

BRONZE  TURKEYS 
TOULOUSE  GEESE 

etc.,  etc. 


Bafore  purchasing!!  elsewhere^  readers  of  **  The  Illustrated  Poultry  Record  **  are  advised  to  send 
a  postcard  to  them  for  their     Special  Hints  on  Poultry-Keeping/'  which  are  invaluable^  and  post  free. 

INSPECTION  MOST  CORDIALLY  INVITED. 

Visitors  met  at  St.  Mary  Cray  Station  (S.E.C.R.),  17  miles  from  London — by  appointment — with  pleasure. 
Special  notice  to  everyone  requiring  eggs  and  birds  of  those  strains  which  have  made  the  name  of  "  Cook  "  famous 
throughout  the  world.    WILLIAM    COOK    &    SONS  are  the    ORIGINAL    FIRM   whose    Orpingtons  are 
unequalled,  and  they  have  absolutely  no  connection  whatever  with  anyone  else  of  the  same  name. 

Birds  Exported  to  all  parts  of  the  World.   All  risks  taken. 

For  valuable  "  Hints  on  Poultry-Keeping,"  and  prices  of  Fowls  and  Eggs  of  all  breeds,  kindly  send 


a  postcard  to  their  ONLY  ADDRESS  (mentioning  "Illustrated  Poultry  Record"), 


ORPINGTON  HOUSE,  ST.  MARY  CRAY,  KENT. 


Telephone  — 
7  CRAY. 
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THE  WARWICKSHIRE  POULTRY  FARM. 

BREEDERS  OF 

White  and  Buff  Orpingtons,  White  and  Partridge  Wyandottes, 
Barred   and   Buff   RocKs,  White    Leghorns,   Minorcas,  and 

Anconas. 

AGENTS    FOR    SMITH'S    OVARY  TONIC. 


BAKER  S    ROAD,   KNOWLE,   near  BIRMINGHAM. 


'  GLEVUM ' 

NON  MOISTURE 

INCUBATORS 

AND 

BROODERS 

are  sold  on  60  days'  free  trial.  They  were  the  first 
Non-Moisture  Machines  to  be  mauufactured  in 
this  country. 


THE  "SOVEREIGN"  POULTRY  PEN. 

Absolutely  the  Best  Value  in  England.  Competition 
defied.   Size— 6ft.  long,  4ft.  wide,  4ft.  high. 

This  house  is 
constructed  of 
Best  Quality  Red 
Deal  Boards, 
planed,  tongued, 
&  V-jointed  by 
our  machinery  on 
stout  framing, 
made  in  sections, 
easily  erected, 
and  fitted  with  ventilating  shutters,  door, 
perches,  slide,  Jock  and  key,  and  4  iron 
handles  for  moving.  PRICE  20/- 

Caah  with  order.  Prompt  Despatch. 

Orders  for  3  or  more  Price  19/-  each.  If 
treated  with  preservative  '  Creosoleum  '  1/-  ex. 

Carriage  Paid  to  any  Station  England  or  Wales. 
Large  Catalogue  ti: Bookof  Testimonials,  Id.  Stamp. 

J.T.  HOBSON&Co.,  Bedford. 

Estab.  65  Yrs.  Stock  of  Wood  in  Sheds,  10,000  tons. 


They  contain  all  the  latest  improvements  for  suc- 
cessful artificial  incubation,  and  are  the  most  easily 
operated  machines  on  the  Market.  They  are  good, 
sound,  practical  hatchers,  built  for  the  Practical 
Poultryman — the  man  who  is  in  the  business  for 

profit.   Illustrated  Catalogue  post  free. 
Send  for  particulars  of  our  Rock-bottom  Poultry 

House,  6ft.  by  4tt.  by  4ft.,  21/-  carriage  paid. 
Catalogue  of  every  kind  of  Poultry  House,  post  free. 


HORACE  W.  STEPHENS, 
Incubator  Manufacturer,  GLOUCESTER. 


MAKEMLAY'O 

(Registered). 

The  Noted  and  most  highly  spoken  of 

EGG  PRODUCER. 

Guaranteed  non-injurious  and  a  fine  tonic. 
To  be  had  of  all  Corn  Merchants. 

3d.   lb.,    71b.    1/6,    281b.  5/6, 
561b.  10/6,    Icwt.  20/=. 

Manufacturers, 

H.  YATES  &  CO., 

CROYDON,  SURREY. 


No.  10a 

Fowls'  House  on  Wheels. 

THE  BEST  PORTABLE  FOWLS' 
HOUSE  ON  THE  MARKET. 

Size  7ft.  by  5ft.  Made  extra  strong, 
framing  mortised  and  tenoned, covered 
with  Rustic  jointed  weather-boarding. 
Nests  on  each  side.  Flap  at  one  side 
for  light  and  air.  Strong  wood  floor, 
lock-up  door.  Mounted  on  strong 
wheels  and  axles.  Painted  outside 
and  lime-whitened  inside. 


CASH 
PRICE 


£4  15s.  Od. 


Sent  Carriage  Paid,  in  sections  for 
bolting  together. 


Write  for  Illustrated  Catalogue. 


BOULTON  6  PAUL,  Ltd.,  Dept.  G.  5, 
NORWICH. 


REPORT   ON   THE   POULTRY   INDUSTRY   IN  AMERICA. 

By   EDWARD   BROWN,    F.L.S.      Third  Impression,  Is.  net  ;  post  free.  Is.  3d. 


REPORT  on  the  POULTRY  INDUSTRY  in  DENMARK  and  SWEDEN. 

By  EDWARD  BROWN,  F.L.S.     Is.  net  ;  post  free,  Is.  3d. 

The  above  reports,  the  results  of  personal  inquiries  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  National  Poultry 
Organisation  Society,  in  1906  and  1907  respectively,  contain  a  large  amount  of  valuable  information  to  Poultry- 
Keepers,  in  whose  interests  the  tours  were  undertaken.  They  are  fully  illustrated,  in  some  cases  with  photographs 
taken  by  the  Author. 


BROWN,  DOBSON,  and  CO.,  LTD.,  15,  Essex-street,  Strand,  London. 
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Established  1867. 


ONE  &  ALL  BULBS. 

The  Brand  Guarantees    One  &  All 
Quality. 

Collections  for  the  Open  Ground, 
1/-,  2/6.4/-,  7/6,  and  15/-. 

For  the  Conservatory  or  Room  Decoration, 
7/6  and  15/-. 
Easily   Cultivated    Winter   and  Spring 
Flowering  Bulbs. 
For  details  see  Illustrated  Catalogue  free 
on  application  at  any  One  &    All  Seed 
Agency,  or  by  post  from    Edward  Owen 
Greening,  Managing  Director,  Agricultural 
and    Horticultural     Association,  Limited, 


Wholesale  Seed  Warehouses,  92,  Long  Acre,  London,  W.C. 


Parrot  Tulip. 


Telegrams— FOODS,  Westhoughton.  Tel.  30  Westhoughton. 

BOLTON  MODEL  POULTRY 
FARM, 
LOSTOCK,  LANCASHIRE. 

Stations— Westhougliton  or  Lostock  Junction. 

"MAKEBONE" 

CHICKEN  FOOD. 


PREPARED  AND  USED  AT 

The  Bolton  Model  Poultry  Farm, 

bOSTOCK  LANCASHIRE. 

Exporters,  Exhibitors  and  Breeders  of  High= 
Class  Buff,  Black  and  White  Orpingtons, 
Blue  Andalusians,  White,  Black,  and  Par= 
tridge  Wyandottes,  Indian  Game,  Buff  Rocks, 
Mammoth  Bronze  Turkeys,  and  Aylesbury 
Ducks. 

Proprietors  of     Eg-Kum     Poultry  Foods,  *'  Mepos 
Game  and  Chicken  Foods,  and     B.B/*  Dog  Foods. 


COMPLETION  OF  VOLUME  L 

OF  THE 

ILLUSTRATED  POULTRY  RECORD. 


The  First  Volume  of  the  ILLUSTRATED  POULTRY  RECORD  ends  with  this  issue, 
and  we  strongly  recommend  our  readers  to  bmd  their  copies,  as  the  bound  volume  will 
form  a  valuable  compendium  of  the  Poultry  Industry,  worthy  of  preservation  for  constant 
reference. 

We  have  reserved  a  moderate  stock  of  back  numbers,  for  which  there  has  already 
been  considerable  demand.  Readers  who  desire  to  complete  the  volume  should  remember 
that  the  stock  available  is  limited,  and  may  soon  be  exhausted. 

Until  September  30  these  are  offered  at  the  regular  price,  and  may  be  obtained 
through  the  trade  at  6d.  per  copy,  or  POST  FREE  S/sd.  each.  After  that  date  back 
numbers  over  six  months  will  be  charged  9d.  each,  or  POST  FREE  1  1  Md.,  and  notice 
is  hereby  given  that  as  the  stock  is  reduced  the  price  may  be  still  further  advanced. 
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THE 
POULTRY 
MANUAL. 

BY 

Thc/Rcv.  T.  W.  STURGES,  M.A., 

Vice-President  Poultry  Club.  (S:c., 
Author- of    Poultry  Culture  lor  Protit." 

Size,  8|  inches  by  si  inches. 
Over  600  pages,  exclusive  of  advertise- 
ments. 

9  COLOURED  PLATES. 
43  BLACK  AND  WHITE  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

The  book  contains  information 
relative  to 

Poultry  Housing  and  General  Manage= 
ment,  Feeding,  Incubators,  Rearing, 
Insect  Pests,  Weeding  out  the  Chicks,  the 
Commercial  Side  of  Poultry=keeping,  Pre- 
paring for  Exhibition,  Mendelism  as 
applied  to  Poultry  Breeding  and  Colour 
in  Poultry,  together  with  a  descriptive 
account  of  the  different  breeds  and  varie= 
ties  of  Fowls  and  Notes  on  Mating  ;  a  full 
glossary  and  index. 

Attractively  bound  in  cloth. 
Price,  6/-  ;  Post  Free,  6/6.,  from 
BROWN,  DOBSON,  &  CO.,  Ltd., 
15,  Essex-street,  Strand,  London. 


The  Possibilities 

of  Modern 
Poultry  Farming, 


By  J.  Stephen  Hicks 
and 

Wilfrid  H.  G.  Ewart. 


Price,  Is.  Ij-d.  Post  Free. 


BROWN,  DOBSON,  8  CO.,  Ltd., 
15,  Essex  Street,  Strand. 


THE  GLOUCESTER 
INCUBATOR. 


PRICES. 

40  EGG  SIZE              .  £2  10  0 

66      „             ...  3  0  0 

100      „  3  15  0 

150                    ....  4  5  0 

240      „             ....  6  0  0 

390      „             ....  7  5  0 
Carriage  Paid. 

The  Gloucester  Incubator  is  a  self- ventilating, 
self-regulating,  non-nioisture  incubator  of  the 
highest  class  ;  so  perfect  is  the  system  of  ven- 
tilation that  no  supplied  moisture  whatever  is 
required,  no  matter  in  what  position  or  what 
locality  the  incubator  is  placed,  the  humidity 
in  the  eag  chamber  being  exactly  the  same  as 
under  the  sitting  hen. 

Every  machine  is  fitted  with  our  new  patent 
device  for  the  removal  of  chicks  from  the 
nursery  while  the  chickens  are  hatching  with- 
out opening  the  door  or  disturbing  the  interior 
atmospheric  conditions  in  any  way,  all  air 
being  rigidly  e.\cluded  during  the  operation  so 
that  it  is  an  impossibility  for  the  temperature 
to  vary  in  the  slightest  degree,  which  is  not 
the  case  in  the  old-fashioned  arrangements  of 
nurserj'  drawers,  which  necessitate  opening 
the  front  of  the  incubator  and  letting  in  a  cold 
draught  of  air.  Ever}-  user  of  incubators  is 
aware  that  to  open  the  door  of  a  machine 
while  the  hatch  is  in  progress  is  a  most  ill- 
advised  thing  to  do,  as  it  introduces  cold  air  at 
a  critical  period,  and  seriously  reduces  the 
vitalit)-  of  the  hatching  chicken.  Any  device 
therefore  which  enables  the  operator  to  remove 
any  of  the  chicks  without  disturbing  the  interior 
atmospheric  conditions  is  bound  to  be  of  the 
utmost  value,  especially  to  those  engaged  in  the 
day-old  chick  trade,  as  with  this  arrangement 
any  number  of  chicks  can  be  taken  away  and 
dispatched,  while  the  remainder  are  hatching. 

GUARANTEE. 

EVERY  machine  is  sent  out  with  our 
guarantee  that  it  is  the  finest  hatching  machine 
that  money  can  buy,  and  on  the  distinct  under 
standing  that  it  can  be  returned  within  three 
months  of  the  date  of  purchase,  and  money 
refunded  in  full,  if  not  found  as  stated. 

TESTIMONIAL. 

From  A.  J.  Trott, 

77,  Bedford-place, 

Armada-st.,  Pl^-mouth. 
Who  hatched  last  season  more  than  35,0o 
chickens  from  our  incubators. 
Dear  Sir, — 

Please  send  me  at  your  earliest  twelve 
more  of  )-our  390  egg  non-moisture  incubators. 
Those  of  the  same  size  purchased  from  you 
last  season  have  given  splendid  results. 

Illustrated  Catalogue,  containing  full  particulars 
of  our  Incubators,  Brooders,  and  other  Poultry 
Requisites,  post  free  on  application. 

INCUBATORCOMPONENTSCO. 

Dept.c,  GLOUCESTER. 


SMITH, 

BIRKENHEAD. 


THE  "NATAL"  POULTRY  HOUSE. 

A  scicntitic;illy-constructed  house, 
embodying  all  the  gfeatest  improve- 
ments at  present  on  the  market  at  a 
charge  which  unpractical  makers  of 
so-called  poultry  houses  cannot  com- 
pete against.  Note  our  Specitications. 
Xo  extras  lor  nest-hoxes  or  felting 
the  roof,  as  charged  by  the  majority. 

CARRIAGE  PAID 

to  any  Railway  Station  in  England 
and  Wales. 


ngth. 

Width. 

Height. 

Price. 

ft. 

ft. 

ft.  in. 

£  s.  d. 

4  . 

.  4 

6  0.. 

1  10  0 

6  . 

.     4  .. 

6  0.. 

1  15  0 

6  . 

.     5  .. 

6  6.. 

2    0  0 

8  . 

6  .. 

7  0.. 

2  14  0 

10 

.     6  .. 

7  0.. 

3    0  0 

10 

.     7  .. 

7  0.. 

3    3  0 

Window  to  Op 

en,  1  6  extra 

all  sizes. 

ROOFING  FELT. 

Per  roll  of  15  yards,  3/-  ;  or  10  rolls, 
carriage  paid  to  nearest  railway  sta- 
tion. 30/-.  Same  quality  as  supplied 
to  Liverpool,  Birkenhead,  and  other 
Corporations,  also  builders  and  con- 
tractors all  over  the  country.  Thou- 
sands of  testimonials. 


BEST  GALVANISED  NETTING. 

Cash  Price,  50  yard  Roll. 

Mesh  1ft.  I'/aft.  2ft.  3ft.  4ft.   5ft.  6ft. 

3in. . .  2/1   3 3  10  5  3  6  11   8,  8  10  5 

2in...  2  8   3  10  4  10  6,7  8/10  11/-  13/3 

11/ in.  3/4   4  10  6  2  8,  7  11  5   14/3  17/1 

lin...  4  6   6,4  8  1  11/6  15  3   19,2  23/- 

Carrlage  Paid  on  orders  above  70/-  value. 
THE  "MODEL"  COOP. 

Acknowledged  the  best  Coop  and 
Run  on  the  market. 

Per  doz. 

4ft.  long,  2ft.  wide,  2(1.  high..  10/6  ..  120, 
6ft.    „    2ft.     „    2ft.    „  ..  13/6  ..  155,- 


THE  "SUCCESS"  POULTRY 
HOUSE  AND  RUN. 

Undoubtedly  one  of  the  cheapest 
lines  ever  put  before  the  Poultry 
World.    Built  in  sections. 

8ft.  long,  3ft.  wide,  3"oft.  high  . .    22  6 
10ft.    ,,     3ft.     „     3',  ft.    ,,     ..  27/6 


PRICE   LISTS    POST  FREE. 


SMITH   &  CO., 

MANUFACTURERS, 

115-123,  CHESTER  ST.,  BIRKENHEAD 
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CYPHERS 
STANDARD  INCUBATORS. 

Known  the  world  over  as  the  Standard  Hatching  Machines 


Have  every  up-to-date 
feature  known  to  artificial 
incubation.  In  fact,  they  are 
built  to  suit  the  Practical 
Poultryman. 


CYPHERS 
FOSTER  -  MOTHERS. 

The  Unequalled  Chicken  Rearers. 

Tliree  separate  com- 
partments, well  ventila- 
ted, well  lighted,  roomy 
and  comfortable  for  the 
chickens,  convenient, 
durable,  and  successful 
for  the  operator. 

Special  illustrated  Catalogue  No.  7  Post  Free. 


CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  COMPANY, 

119-125,  Finsbury  Pavement,  LONDON,  E.G. 


THE  NEW  ZEALAND  POULTRY 
JOURNAL  INSTITUTE 

IS  THE  HOME  OF  THE  FAMOUS 
"  RECTOR    WHITE  LEGHORNS." 


Every  bird  bred  from  hens  200-egg  record.  Our  twelve 
birds  at  Lincoln  College  1908-9  Competition  laid  21  1  eggs 
each  in  twelve  months.  Beautiful  type  and  plumage,  and 
real  egg  machines.  We  are  prepared  to  ship  to  English 
orders  Four  Pullets  and  One  Cockerel  for 
£10  10s. 

THE  ONLY  WAY  TO  ESTABLISH  A  FLOCK 

OF  LAYERS  IS  BY 
KNOWING   HOW  TO  SELECT." 

The  Hogan  Secret  Test,  with  our  supplement,  is  sold  for 
£2  2s.  under  pledge.  Satisfaction  guaranteed,  or  money 
refunded.  Tells  the  layers,  best  breeders  (male  and 
female),  and  gives  every  characteristic  of  the  laying  hen 
(illustrated).     Hundreds  of  testimonials. 

POULTRY  JOURNAL  INSTITUTE,  Box  588, 
CHRISTCHURCH,  NEW  ZEALAND. 


THE 
RECORD 
POULTRY 
BOOK. 


On  Sale  at  all  Newsagents*  and  Bookstalls. 

PRICE    ONE  PENNY. 


POST  FREE   FOR  1^° 

From  Brown,  Dobson,  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  15,  Essex-street, 
Strand,  London. 


LANTERN  SLIDES. 

LECTURES  should  always  be  illustrated,  as  by 
this  means  their  value  is  greatly  enhanced  and  made 
more  effective. 

The  Illustrated  Poultry  Record 
Series  of  Lantern  Slides 

has  been  designed  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
Lecturers  and  Poultry  -  Keepers,  County  Council 
Committees,  Societies,  and  Clubs.  It  is  most  com- 
plete and  up  to  date  in  all  respects. 

Slides  can  be  supplied 
on  Sale  or  Hire. 

Full  Particulars  as  to  Subjects  and  Terms  on 
application  to 

BROWN,  DOBSON,  and  CO.,  LTD., 

15,   ESSEX   STREET,   STRAND,  W.C. 
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FOXCOTE, 

SrOURBRIDnE. 

March  20,  1908. 

/  am  1101V  7isin^yoiir 
Ovary  Ionic  on  mv  early 
halchcd  chicks,  and  it  is 
brinoing  ihcnt  on  ivon- 
dcrfitlly  well.  I  have 
never  had  them  do  so  well 
before. 

FRANK  BLOOMER. 


HENS 

THAT  LAY 

ARE 
HENS  THAT 

PAY 


Bentham  Poultry 
Yards,  Bentham. 
Feb  4,  '09. 

/  have  given  your  Ovary 
Tonic  a  i;ood  trial, 
both  for  the  production 
of  eggs  and  as  a  tonic 
for  bringing  chickens 
rapidly  on.  |  am  recom- 
mending It  to  all  my  friends. 

JA.MES  TURNER. 


Prices  :  2s.  size  by  post  2s.  4d.  In  bulk  1  5s.  per  }^-gallon  (equal  to 
10  2s.  bottles)  ;  25s.  per  gallon.  Carriage  paid  nearest  Railway 
Station,  which  please  mention.     0£  all  corn  dealers,  or  direct  from — 

LEONARD  SMITH  6  CO.,  LTD., 

POULTRY  EXPERTS, 

60,  Bromsgrove  St.,  Birmingham. 

MORE  AGENTS  WANTED.  LIBERAL  TERMS. 


DON'T  LET  YOUR  CHICKENS  DIE. 

CHARLES  TOOPE  AND  SON, 

INCUBATOR  and  BROODER  MANUFACTURERS. 

Stepney  Square, 
High  Street, 
Stepney, 
London,  E. 


Brooder 
Heaters,  for 
Gas,  Oil,  or  Col(e,  to 
lieat  any  size  of  house. 


Telegrams — Toopes. 
'Phone  E.  3497. 


Brooder  Houses  complete  at  moderate  cost.  Incubator 
and  Brooder  Fittings,  Poultrymen's  Sundries,  &c. 

CATALOGUES  FREE. 


is  the  only  remedy  that  will 
positively  cure  Roup  in  all  its 
forms.  It  is  simply  put  in 
drinking  water,  and  the  fowl 
takes  its  own  medicine.  It 
prevents  colds,  and  is  un- 
equalled for  Canker,  especially 
in  Pigeons. 

One  2/1  Package  makes  25  gallons  of  Medicine  ; 
one  4/2  Package  75  gallons  of  Medicine. 
Prices:  2/1  &  4/2.  Post  paid. 

Address  :    FINCH    &    FLEMING,  Ltd.. 
Dept.  K.,  Pulloxhill,  Ampthill,  Beds. 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


Is  a  most  useful  adjunct  to 
the  PoultryKeeper,  and 
is  a  fascinating  method  of 
making  graphic  records. 
Hinton  and  Co.  supply 
apparatus  suitable  for  all 
purposes.  Developing^ 
printing,  and  enlarging 
done  by  experts  at  reason- 
able  prices. 

Write  for  price  lists 
and  particulars. 


Telegraphic  address — 
"  SENSITIZE, 

8  LONDON." 

Telephone, 

7931  Central. 


4INFI 

ST  RAN 


N&C? 


asBEDFORD  Street 
TRAND,W.C. 


THE  TRUTH  ABOUT  POULTRY- 
KEEPING  IN  AMERICA. 

How  the  American  hen  is  being  developed,  what  she  has  done  and  what 
she  is  expected  to  accomplish,  with  minute  details  of  ways,  means,  and 
appliances  employed,  is  the  subject  matter  of  the  leading  poultry  paper  of 
the  United  States, 

"THE  FARM-POULTRY  MONTHLY." 

This  paper,  of  which  Mr.  John  H.  Robinson,  of  international  reputa- 
tion, is  editor,  is  so  comprehensive  in  its  scope  and  so  reliable  in  its  state- 
ments that  it  oflfers  British  poultry-keepers  the  best  opportunity  to 
acquaint  themselves  with  the  doings  and  progress  of  their  American 
cousins.  Price,  one  year,  3s.  2d.,  post  paid.  Sample  copy  FREE  on 
request. 

FARM-POULTRY  PUB.  CO., 

232,  Summer  Street,  Boston,  Mass.,  U.S.A. 


TAKE  YOUR  LAYERS'  RECORDS  WITH- 
OUT  HANDLING  BIRDS,  by  using  .  .  . 


Hill's  Coloured  Marking  Rings 


Easily  applied ;  do  not  injure  legs  ;  distinctive  permanent  colours,  unaffected  by  weather  ;  clean,  plain  surface;   bird's  number  read 
at  a  glance  ;  our  code  allows  for  numbering  up  to  1,000.  ^VRITE  FOR  SAMPLE  AND  PARTICULARS. 

PRICES— 10  for  6d.,  100  for  4/6,  1,000  for  40/=,  Post  Free. 

H  ILL'S  RUBBER  CO.,  Ltd.,  P.R.  Dept.,  Market=square,  Reading. 
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IMPORTANT  SALE. 


Owing  to  the  pressure  of  private  business  ^ 

Reginald  Melbourne  I 

Will  be  compelled  to  retire  from  the  Fancy,  ^ 

and  as  his  partner,  John  Urlwin,  has  decided  not  to  continue  the  business,  the  whole 
of  the  valuable  birds  are  for  Sale,  comprising  2,000  chickens  and  valuable  breeding- 
pens.  The  entire  plant  will  be  offered  by  auction  in  September,  which  includes  a 
grand  exhibition  house  capable  of  holding  1  20  birds,  incubators,  brooders,  about  three 
miles  of  wire  netting,  numerous  houses,   &c.,  in  fact,  a  fully-equipped  plant  for 

3,000  birds. 

The  Varieties  kept  are   -      -      -  - 

Black  Leghorns, 
Blue  Leghorns, 
Black  Orpingtons, 
Black  Wyandottes, 
Black  Minorcas, 

new  breed  Reginald  Melbourne  was  about  to 

introduce. 

''Lhassa  Game/' 


and  a 


There  are  only  three  hens,  a  cock,  and  a  few  chickens 
B  of  this  variety.  0 
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The  birds  chiefly  exhibited  have  been  Black  and  Blue  Leghorns;  but,  as  will  be  noticed 
from  list  of  wins,  Reginald  Melbourne  always  won  with  other  varieties  in  "good  company" 
when  he  put  his  birds  down. 


1 


BLACK  LEGHORNS.— 1902  Season.— ist. 
Spl..  Dairv  ;  ^rd.  Res..  Palace  ;  1st.  Caterham.  (S:c. 

1903.  — 1st  Dairy  ;  ist,  Challenge  Cup.  Gold  Medal. 
4th.  International  and  Leghorn  Club  Show,  Sheffield  ; 

1.  2.  3.  Fareham  ;  2.  4.  Cardiff:  3.  Manchester  ;  1st. 
Spl..  2.  4.  Dunstable  ;  3rd,  4,  Club  Show.  Newbury  ;  2. 
Cheltenham  ;  i.  3,  4.  Res.,  Lincoln  ;  ist.  Cambridge  ; 

2.  4,  Wimborne  ;  two  2nds,  3,  4,  Watford  ;  ist.  Bury 
St.  Edmunds  ;  two  ists,  Spl..  two  2nds.  3.  4.  Plymouth  ; 

2,  3.  Gloucester  ;  i.  2.  Hereford  :  i.  2.  3,  Rugby  ;  ist, 
Hague. 

1904.  — 1st.  Spl..  Brislington  ;  ist,  Congleton  ;  ist, 
Escrick  ;  4.  Dairy  ;  1st,  Spl.,  3,  Spilsby  ;  I.  2.  Houns- 
low  :  1.2.  Fareham  ;  i,  3,  Caterham  ;  2,  Hadleigh  ; 
2nd,  International  ;  3rd.  Palace  ;  3rd.  Res.-.  Birming- 
ham ;  3.  4.  Morecambe  ;  two  3rds,  Walthamstow  ;  2, 

3.  Cheltenham  ;  2.  3,  West  London  ;  2,  3,  Tonbridge  ; 
2,  3.  4.  L.P.R.A.  Club  Show.  York  ;  1st.  Spl.,  2,  4, 
Bushey  :  ist,  Spl.,  Bromsgrove  ;  i,  2,  Southgate  ;  i, 
Southall  ;  2,  3.  Plymouth  ;  2.  4.  Hugglescote  ;  3. 
Ulverston. 

1905.  — 1st,  Hay  wards  Heath  ;  1st.  Special,  two 
2nds,  Horsham  ;  2nd.  Royal  Lancashire  ;  3rd.  Prescott ; 
3rd.  Darwen  ;  2nd,  Oxted  ;  2nd,  Cheltenham  ;  ist, 
Hounslow  ;  1st,  Northampton  ;  two  2nds,  Caterham  ; 
2nd.  3rd.  Ealing  ;  ist.  Special.  Hadleigh  ;  4th.  Inter- 
national ;  2nd.  Bristol  ;  3rd.  Gloucester  ;  2nd.  Black 
Leghorn  Club  Show,  Morecambe  ;  two  3rds,  Aspatria  ; 
1st,  Special,  two  2nds,  Reigate  ;  1st,  two  2nds,  two 
3rds,  Tonbridge  ;  1st.  Twickenham  ;  1st.  Special. 
Southall  ;  three  ists.  Special  and  Trophy,  three  2nds. 
two  4ths.  Edmonton  ;  two  ists.  Special.  2nd.  Tun- 
bridge  Wells  ;  3rd.  4th.  Leghorn  Club  Show,  Leeds  ; 
3rd.  South  Metropolitan  ;  1st,  Cambridge  ;  1st,  Special, 
2nd,  Luton  ;  1  st.  Special,  two  2nds,  Thornton  Heath.  &c. 

1906.  —  International  Show,  Crystal  Palace- 
Poultry  Club  X30  Challenge  Trophy  for  Best  Hen  in 
Show  ;  Poultry  Club  £10  los.  Challenge  Trophv  for 
Best  Leghorn  ;  Poultry  Club  Silver  Medal  for  Best 
Leghorn  ;  Leghorn  Club  £10  los.  Challenge  Cup  for 
Best  Black,  also  Reserve  and  other  cards.  Dairy 
Show — 1st,  Special,  2nd,  3rd,  4th.  Twickenham — 
Poultry  Club  £10  10s.  Challenge  Cup  for  Best  Hen  in 


Show  ;  1st.  Special,  2nd.  Bristol  ;  1st,  2nd,  Caterham  ; 
1st.  Barnstaple  ;  4th.  Manchester  ;  ist.  Special.  Kendal  ; 
1st.  Crewe  ;  1st.  Redhill  ;  two  ists.  Special  and  2nd. 
York  ;  ist.  Challenge  Cup  for  Best  Pullet,  and  4th. 
L.P.R.A.  and  Black  Leghorn  Club  Show.  Norwich. 
lOnly  shows  exhibited  at.) 

1907.  — 2nd.  3rd.  Hay  wards  Heath  ;  2nd.  3rd. 
Eynsford  ;  1st.  Special,  2nd,  3rd.  Southall  ;  1st.  two 
Specials.  3rd.  Bromley  ;  3rd.  Manchester  ;  2nd.  Nor- 
wich ;  1st.  4th.  Cheltenham  ;  2nd.  3rd.  Hadleigh  ;  2nd. 
3rd.  Morecambe  ;  2nd,  two  3rds.  Gillingham  ;  ist. 
Challenge  Cup.  three  Medals,  International  ;  3rd. 
Guildford  ;  ist.  Special.  Southend  ;  2nd.  Northamp- 
ton ;  1st.  2nd,  Tonbridge  ;  two  ists.  two  Specials. 
Eastbourne  ;  2nd,  Cardiff  ;  2nd,  Burton-on-Trent  ;  ist. 
Special,  2nd,  4th.  Dover  ;  ist.  3rd.  York  ;  3rd.  Pem- 
broke ;  3rd.  Redhill  ;  3rd.  4th,  Bristol  ;  3rd.  three  4ths. 
Bolton  ;  two  ists.  two  Specials.  Chesteriield. 

1908.  — 3rd.  4th.  Dairy  ;  ist.  two  Spls.,  Eastbourne  ; 
1st.  3rd.  Dover  ;  1st.  Spl..  Bromley  ;  ist.  two  Spls.. 
Deal  ;  3rd.  4th.  York  ;  2nd.  3rd.  Black  Leghorn  Club 
Show.  Ealing  ;  ist,  3rd,  Redhill  ;  ist,  2nd,  Grimsbv  ; 
1st,  2nd,  Leghorn  Club  Show,  Leeds  ;  two  ists, 
Erith  ;  1st,  3rd,  Reigate. 

BLUE  LEGHORNS.— 1907.— 1st.  3rd.  Leghorn 
Club  Show.  Bristol. 

1908. — 2nd.  Lancaster  ;  1st.  2nd.  3rd,  Res..  Dairy  ; 
3rd,  Tunbridge  Wells  ;  1st,  Spl.,  2nd,  3rd,  4th,  Res., 
International  ;  ist,  two  2nds.  two  3rds.  4th.  Ton- 
bridge  ;  two  ists,  two  2nds,  3rd.  Ealing  ;  two  ists. 
Cup.  three  Spls..  2nd.  3rd.  Res.,  Blue  Leghorn  Club 
Show.  Leeds  :  2nd  Res..  Reigate. 

BLACK  WYANDOTTES.— 1908.— 3rd,  Hay- 
wards  Heath  ;  Reserve,  Dairy  ;  2nd,  Tunbridge 
Wells  ;  2nd,  3rd.  Tonbridge  ;  ist.  Special,  Reigate  ; 
3rd.  Southend.  &c. 

BLACK  ORPINGTONS.— 1907.— 1st.  Chal 
lenge  Cup.  Reigate  ;  2nd.  Gillingham.  (S:c. 

1908.— Two  3rds.  Bromley  ;  Tst  Tunbridge  Wells  ; 
two  ists  and  two  Specials.  Reigate,  &c. 

BLACK  MINORCAS.— 1st.  Palace,  Dairv. 
Northallerton.  A\'atford,  Park  Street,  &c. 


t. 


The  prices  for  birds  run  from  5s.  each  to  £10  10s.  Properly  mated  trios  for  producing  high-class 
exhibition  stocky  £3  3s.,  £5  5s.,  £10  10s.  (£30  for  the  best  two  Black  Leghorn  Hens  and  pullet 
Breeding  Cock.) 

The  birds,  although  bred  to  exhibition  standard,  are  extraordinary  layers,  and  all  birds  are 
perfectly  healthy  and  very  hardy. 

Quotations  for  any  number.    Kindly  state  exactly  what  you  require  and  mention  the  variety. 

REGINALD  MELBOURNE, 

Palmer's  Lodge,  Fordcombe. 

Near  Tunbridge  Wells. 

Inspection  invited  by  appointment,    Groombridge  Station  21  miles. 

Tunbridge  Wells  4  miles. 
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PREPAID  -     -  - 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 


YOKOHAMAS. 


ONE  PENNY  PER  WORD. 
6  insertions  for  Price  of  5 
12         „   9 


JUDGE'S  CARD- 

L.  L.  FURNESS,  Ellesmei-e  House, 

Grange-over-Sands. 


DORKINGS. 


DORKINGS. 


ARTHUR  C.  MAJOR,  Breeder, 
and  Exhibitor  for  30  years  of 
Champion      Dorkings    :  DARKS 

SILVER-GREYS,  and  CUCKOOs'. 
Birds    always    for    sale    at  moderate 
Prices. 


Address — 
DITTON.  LANGLEY,  BUCKS. 


GAME. 


H.  M.  de   TRAFFORD,  Breeder 

and  Exhibitor  of  Indian  Game  and  Old  English 
Game  ;  stock  and  exhibition  birds  always  for  sale  ; 
eggs  in  season. — Address,  Clifton  Hall,  Tam- 
worth. 


RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 


De  Graff 

'  poultry-farm 
Amsterdam.N.Y. 

5T0CK  &  ECCS  FOR  SALE 

PLEASE -SEND  FOR- MY- CATALO 

BEST  RHODE  ISLAND  REDS  IN  AMERICA 

EiHEST  POUITRVBOOK  IN  AMERICA 


TURKEYS. 

TURKEY  EGGS. 

AMERICAN    MAMMOTH  BRONZE. 

FINAL  REDUCTION. 

One  price  only,  8d.  each,  7s.  6d.  doz.  Clear 
replaced.  Aylesbury  and  Indian  Runner  Duck 
Eggs,  3s.  doz.  Prompt  and  safe  delivery 
guaranteed  anywhere. 

Miss  EDITH  WALTON, 
Ong:a.r  Road,  West  Brompton. 

 WYANDOTTES.  

WHITE  WVANDOTTES,  of  well- 
established  and  prolific  strain.  Lists  on  applica- 
tion, College  Poultry  Farm,  Theale, 


MRS.  P  R  I  D  E  A  U  X,  Lindiield, 

Sussex,  is  selling  off  many  of  her  Prize  Yoko- 
hamas;  also  some  of  her  1908  Birds  and  Yoko- 
hama Bantams:  Sittings  in  Season. 


VARIOUS. 

JOHN    ROBINSON,  Thorn  Lea, 

Healds  Green,  Royton,  near  Oldham,  Breeder 
and  Exhibitor  of  Leghorns,  Wyandottes,  and 
Rocks  (all  Whites) ;  also  Black  Orpingtons. 
Winner  at  Birmingham,  Prescot,  Otlej',  Col- 
chester, Oswestry,  Kendal,  and  other  leading 
shows.  Birds  on  Sale  ;  prices  moderate.  Corre- 
spondence invited. 

H.  T.   ATKINSON,  Tucker  Farm, 

Warehorne,  Kent,  Breeder  and  Exhibitor  of  Black, 
White,  and  Buff  Orpingtons,  White  ane  Partridge 
Wyandottes,  Light  Sussex  ;  list  free. 

REV.  T.  W.  ST  URGES,  Marston 

Vicarage,  Northwich,  author  of  "The  Poultry 
Manual,"  has  on  Sale  1,000  Black,  WViite,  Buff 
Orpingtons;  Black,  White,  Buff,  and  Brown 
Leghorns  ;  Black,  White,  Partridge  Wyandottes  ; 
Barred  Rocks  ;  Black  Minorcas  ;  Silver  Campines. 
Prices,  7s.  6d.  to  £5  each.  Breeding-pens  cor- 
rectly mated.  Pedigree  Catalogue  free.  Over 
2,000  prizes  won. 


Champion  March,  1909,  Cross-bred 
Pullets,  best  layers  in  existence,  prices,  2/6, 
3/-,  and  3/6  each  ;  carriage  paid  on  6  ;  reduction 
quantity.  Large  1909  Goslings  for  fattening, 
4/6,  and  5/6  each  ;  carriage  paid  6.  Also 
Turkeys  for  Xmas  fattening,  big,  strong  birds, 
6/6,  8/6,  and  10/6  each  ;  carriage  paid  on  4. 
iLverything  sent  on  approval  for  cash.  Mention 
paper.   Thousands  of  testimonials. 

F.  H.  SUTCLIFFE, 

Wood   Top,  Hebden  Bridge,  Yorkshire. 


Used  in  the  leading  Poultry  Farms  with 
every  success. 
A    Reliable  Remedy  for  Every  Disease. 
NEVARC   GOING    LIGHT  CAPSULES. 
NEVARC    ROUP  CAPSULES. 
NEVARC    DIPHTHERIA  CAPSULES. 
NEVARC    LEG   WEAKNESS  CAPSULES. 
NEVARC    BRONCHITIS  UAPSULES. 
NEVARC    COD   LIVER  CAPSULES. 
NEVARC   CASTOR   OIL  CAPSULES. 
NEVARC   EPSOM   SALT  CAPSULES. 
NEVARC   CONDITION  PILLS. 
NEVARC   ROUP  PILLS. 
NEVARC   GOING    LIGHT  PILLS. 
NEVARC   DIARRHCEA  PILLS. 
NEVARC    LIVER  PILLS. 
NEVARC    SCALY   LEG  OINTMENT. 
NEVARC   TICK  OINTMENT. 
NEVARC   WHITE   COMB  OINTMENT. 
NEVARC   WING  OINTMENT. 
NEVARC   GENERAL  OINTMENT. 
NEVARC    EYE  OINTMENT. 
NEVARC   CANKER  CURE. 
NEVARC    RED    MITE  KILLER. 
NEVARC    EYE  LOTION. 

In  .Sealed  Boxes  from  your  local  dealer, 
6d.,  Is.,  and  2s.  6d.,  or  posted  direct 
from  proprietors,  7d.,  Is.  id.,  and  2s.  8d. 

NEVARC  ROUP  CURE,  the  drink- 
ing w.ater  cure  for  roup,  acknowledged  to 
be  the  finest  roup  cure  on  the  market,  and 
will  be  found  a  cure  where  others  have 
failed.  In  Bottles  6d.,  Is.,  and  2s.  6d., 
or  pasted  direct  7d.,  Is.  Id.,  and  2s.  8d. 

NEVARC  GAPE  CURE,  a  sure 
cure  for  Gapes,  which  is  very  common 
amongst  young  birds.  In  Bottles  6d., 
Is.,  and  2s.  6d.,  or  posted  direct  7d., 
Is.  Id.,  and  2s.  8d.  From  your  local 
dealer  or  direct  fioiit  Sole  Proprietors  : 

T.  CRAVEN  &  SONS  (Dept.  P.), 
97,  CORPORATION  ST.,  Manchester. 

^gentsWanledEverywliere.  Write  for  Terras. 


February,  March,  and  April,  1909, 
Hatched  Cross-bred  Pullets,  Leghorn 
Rock,  Minorca  Orpington,  Leghorn  Minorca, 
Langshan  Rock,  Leghorn  Faverolle,  Leghorn 
Brahma,  Houdan  Brahma,  Hornet  Brahma,  and 
the  light  Sussex  cross.  Above  Pullets  the  finest 
winter  layers  obtainable.  Prices  :  Pullets, 
2s.  6d.,  2s.  9d.,  3s.,  and  best  selected  3s.  4d. 
each.  Unrelated  Cockerels,  4s.  6d.  each.  Car- 
riage paid  on  six  birds  upwards.  Money  returned 
if  not  approved.  The  Universal  Poultry  Providers, 
THORNBER  BROS.,  Mayroytl,  Hsbden  Bridge.  Dept.4. 


MESSRS.  BATEMAN, 

MILNTHORPE,  WESTMORLAND. 

Pioneer  Breeders  of  Buff  Rocks  and  Iireeders  of 
Champion 

BARRED,  BUFF,  WHITE,  AND  BLACK 

PLYMOUTH  ROCKS, 

which  cannot  be  beaten  either  for  laying  qualities 
or  exhibition  merits.  They  prove  this  combina- 
tion has  been  achieved. 

Birds  either  for  home  or  abroad  supplied  on 
absolutely  fair  terms.  An-ateurs  specially  treated 
and  advised  gratis. 

Sixteen  years'  regular  winnings  at  Dairy, 
Crystal  Palace,  and  classical  events. 

W.  SLATER, 

Highfield,  Lancaster, 

Breeder,  E.xhibitor.  and  Club  Judj^e  of 
all  varieties  of  Plymouth  Rocks. 
Winner  of  over  5,000  Prizes. 
Birds  on  Sale. 


Eggs,   10s.   per  dozen. 
Write  for  particulars. 


HAVEYOUGOTIT? 


Craven's  large  new  Catalogue  of  400  Appli- 
ances. It  is  biggest  book  ever  issued.  It 
contains  articles  of  our  exclusive  design  and 
manufacture  which  every  Poultry  fancier 
needs.  Money  and  labour-saving  appliances 
all  Illustrated  and  priced.  Below  is  a  list 
ot  a  few  of  the  many  articles  it  contains  : 

Poultry  Baskets  and  Houses,  Incubators, 
Coops  and  Runs,  Egg  Boxes,  Chick  Boxes, 
Sprayers,  Wire  Netting,  Roofing  Felt,  Poul- 
try Perch  Holders,  Egg  Testing  Lamps, 
Capsules  and  Incubator  Fittings,  Ther- 
mometers, Anti-Vermin  Eggs,  Chick 
Markers,  Dubbing  and  Wick  Scissors,  Name 
Plates,  Sieves  and  Riddles,  Rings  and 
Ring  Holders,  Corn  Bins,  Hoppers  and 
Fountains  in  great  variety, ChickenTroughs, 
Wire  Pens,  Grit  Smashers,  Fumigating 
Candles,  Comb  Erectors,  Toe  Straighteners, 
Bone  Cutters,  Judging  Sticks,  Brooders 
and  Brooder  Stoves,  Gape  "Worm  Extrac- 
tors, Caponising  Instruments,  Water  Glass 
Pail  and  Cage,  Poultry  House  Wheels, 
F^ood  Cups,  &c.,  &c.  Insect  and  Disinfec- 
tant Powder  and  Fluids,  and  Nevarc  reme- 
dies for  all  diseases  of  Poultry. 

IF  YOU  KEEP  POULTRY 

FOR  PROFIT  OR  PLEASURE 

you  cannot  afford  to  be  without  our  1909 
P.  30  Catalogue.  Don't  delay,  send  for  a  copy 
to-day,  it's  free  and  post  free  if  you  mention 
the  Illustrated  Poultry  Record. 

T.  CRAVEN  S  SONS 

(P.  Dept.), 

97,    CORPORATION  STREET, 

MANCHESTER. 

Branch:  8,    QUEEN   ST.,  BELFAST. 
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The  above  is  a  Photograph  of  some  of  the  Challenge  Cups,  Cups,  Medals,  and  Special  Prizes  won  during  the  past  4  years  by  my  Poultry. 

My  BIRDS  are  winning  weekly,  and  scores  of  birds  I  sell  in  England  and  abroad  are  most  successful  at  the  leading  exhibitions.    If  you 
want  to  win  and  breed  the  best,  I  have  now  some  3,000  birds  to  select  from  at  most  moderate  prices. 

I  guarantee  every  Bird  I  sell,  whether  a  6/6  one  or  one  for  £5  5s.,  and  all  are  sent  on  four  clear  days'  approval. 

BREEDS    KEPT : 

Black,  Buff,  White,  Jubilee,  Spangle,  and  Cucl<oo  Orpingtons  ;  White,  Black,  and  Laced  Wyandottes ;  Rhode  Island 
Reds,  Speckled  Sussex,  Indian  Game,  Minorcas,  Faverolles,  White  and  Black  Leghorns,  Rocks ;  and  in  Ducks — 

Buff  and  Blue  Orpingtons,  Aylesburys,  and  Indian  Runners. 

THE   UTILITY  QUALITIES 

Of  all  my  Strains  are  a  Speciality. 

INSPECTION  (at  any  time)  MOST  CORDIALLY  INVITED.    Visitors  arriving  at  either  of  my  stations  will  be 

willingly  met. 

BIRDS  EXPORTED  TO  ALL  PARTS  OF  THE  WORLD. 

Inclusive  prices  quoted  and  all  risk  taken.    Live  delivery  guaranteed.    Over  4,000  exported  during  the  past  five  years. 


Catalogue  and  Hints  on  Poultry  Management  Post  Free.    Advice  by  Post  Gratis 

It  may  interest  you  to  know  I  have  been  breeding  Poultry  successfully  for  over  25  years. 

VACANCY    FOR   A  PUPIL. 


^    KINDLY  NOTE.— I  have  only  One  Address  in  Great  Britain,  ^ 
and  have  no  connection  whatever  with  anyone  of  the  same  name. 

WILLIAM  H.  COOK, 

Member  of  the  English,  German,  and  American  Poultry  Clubs.    Also  Member  of  and  Club  Judge  to  many  Specialist  Clubs. 

Stations:  TUf^  Morll^^l  Pnillfrv  Farm  National  Telephone  :  CRAY  39. 

ST.  MARY  CRAY  .   1  Mile.  -"^  "®  JYlOaei  rOUliry  r  drm,     Telegraphic  and  Cable 

!L1I:1I™.  ■  ■  ■  1^  Hi'®®"  St    Paul's   Crav    Kent,    cook,  st.  paul's  cray. 

ORPINGTON.   .   .   3  Miles.  AdVll  S>     Vylcx^^,     xv^ixi.  '  (Two  words.) 


XX. 


THE   ILLUSTRATED   POULTRY   RECORD.  September,  1909. 


^  CLEAR-CUT  FACTS. 


I — .Randolph's  Store  is  THE  Store  for  Poultry  Appliances;  the  perfect  sort. 

2.  — To  buy  imitations  elsewhere  shows  woeful  indiscretion. 

3.  — You  see,  one  deal  with  Randolph  makes  you  a  lifelongf  and  delig-hted  client. 

4.  — His  prices,  too,  despite  the  fiercest  competition,  are  more  than  a  mite  easier 

than  the  rest. 

5.  —  Randolph  captains  a  big  business,  so  large  that — well,  it  covers  the  others 

like  a  blanket. 

6.  — Don't  fool  yourself  that  Randolph's  Goods  must  be  about  the  same  as  the 

others  ;  they're  not ;  they  predominate  on  all  the  points,  logical  outcome 
of  being  built  by  that  Master  Craftsman — Randolph. 

7.  — Randolph  is  scrupulously  mindful  of  your  interests  ;  he  knows  that  it  pays 

to  supply  honest  Goods  only — practical,  durable,  and  cheap.  And  that's 
what  you  want. 

8.  —  Ever  pressing  onwards,  improving  his  commodities  each  Season  and  with 

an  eye  to  prices  that  simply  knocks  enthusiasm  into  Poultry=keeping, 
Randolph  has  become  a  great  Maker — the  greatest. 
Q. — When  you  want  the  choicest  and  best  in  Poultry  Appliances,  be  easy  ;  Iynx= 
eyed  Randolph  is  able  to  whisk  you  what  you  want  in  next  to  no  time. 

10.  — Randolph  is  the    popular    Maker.     But  why  ?    Well,   there's  nothing 

mysterious  about  it  ;  he's  always  hitting  upon  some  little  idea  that  pleases 
the  Public  and  saves  them  money.  Don't  you  think  that  you  had  better 
let  Randolph  fill  your  wants — save  you  money? 

11.  — Maybe  you've  heard  of  all  of  this    before;   you  read    Randolph's  chats 

weekly  ;  but  that's  not  the  point.  Randolph  just  intends  jawing  you 
until  he  gets  your  custom  ;  then,  like  all  pleased  buyers,  you'll  get  on  tiie 
talk  tack  and  tell  your  friends  about  the  good  goods  you  have  bought — 
from  Randolph. 

12.  — IF  SUCCESS  WITH  POULTRY  IS  YOUR  HEADLIGHT,  'tis  certain  THAT 

YOU  WILL  DO  BETTER  by  making  Randolph's  acquaintance.  Just  ask 
him  for  his  Catalogue  ;  the  one  containing  those  smart  designs  and  prices 
as  keen  as  mustard.    There's  no  charge. 


RANDOLPH  MEECH, 

The  Largest  Pouhry  House  Maker  in  the  World. 

POOLE,  DORSET. 


I'riQteil  tor  the  PropriKDors  by  Thk  Victoiua  House  PRiNriNG  Co.,  Ltd  .  Victoria  House,  Tudor  Street,  E.C  ,  and  Published  at  the  Offices,  15,  Esses-s 


lid,  London,  W.  C. 


